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Here | am Lord, send me!

FOR: Chairpersons of Social Justice at All Levels (new structure) and
Chairpersons of Legislation at All Levels (old structure)
THROUGH:  Presidents and Secretaries at All Levels

CC: National Executive (for information)
National Life Member Liaison
FROM: Glenda Carson, National Chairperson of Social Justice

Dear Sisters in the League,

Thank you to everyone who has responded to the requests to consider a postcard campaign
addressing legislative concerns regarding medical assistance in dying (MAID) and the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) request to support Bi// S-210: Protecting Young Persons
from Exposure to Pornography Act. Please find additional information sought by members and
standing committee chairpersons over the past few weeks to assist in the requested actions below.

Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID): There have been some questions regarding how best to
print the postcards in bulk as needed for a postcard campaign by a council. Some members have
printed off the cards themselves using cardstock. While commendable and greatly appreciated, this
may not be possible for some councils. Other options may be to employ a company such as Staples
or UPS or print them through an online source such as Vistaprint. Some parish councils have also
come together to print the cards jointly, which has proven cost-effective as the greater the number
printed with the various companies, the less expensive the printing costs are. The postcard
templates can be found under the “Resources” section on the national website on the “Crest,
Stationery and Other Council Supplies” page. Members are encouraged to send postcards to MPs
and senators. No postage is necessary.

Members have also expressed some concern as to whether it is beneficial to continue to address
concerns regarding MAID since legislation to expand the criteria to vulnerable populations,
including those living with mental illness, continues to be considered in Canada. While legislation
including mental illness in the criteria for MAID is destined to become law on March 17, 2024,
there remains a call among many parliamentarians to put an indefinite pause on the pending
expansion of MAID eligibility. Members’ voices must be heard regarding support for a stay on the
expansion as well as the need for better government support for overcoming challenges in
Canadian society, such as access to care, including palliative care, and support for basic needs for


https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/44-1/s-210
https://www.cwl.ca/crest-stationery-and-other-council-supplies/
https://www.cwl.ca/crest-stationery-and-other-council-supplies/
https://www.ourcommons.ca/en/contact-us
https://sencanada.ca/en/senators/

living, such as affordable housing and the eradication of poverty that have led Canadians to choose
MAID.

Bill S-210: Protecting Young Persons from Exposure to Pornography Act. Thank you again for
the wonderful response from councils regarding letter writing and circulating the petition from the
member of parliament (MP) for Peace River—Westlock. The deadline for the receipt of the petition
to be included in those presented to the House of Commons has passed. However, if you have
petitions completed, it is still helpful to forward the information to your MP, as there will be further
debate on the bill once it comes back from the committee studying it. It should be beneficial for
any MP to know the extent of concern by their constituents related to Bill S-210 when it comes
back for debate. | will also be connecting with the MP for Peace River—Westlock for advice on the
best steps to support this legislation further.

Dates of Interest: In addition to February being Black History Month, below are some other dates
you may want to note:

February 8: International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking
February 11: International Day of Women and Girls in Science (United Nations)
February 12: Red Hand Day (International Day Against the Use of Child Soldiers)
February 20: World Day of Social Justice (United Nations)

March: Anniversary of the Death of Anne Frank (date unknown)

March 8: International Women’s Day
March for Life and International Women’s Day

March 21: International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (United Nations)

March 22: World Water Day (United Nations)

March 25: International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic
Slave Trade (United Nations)

March 26: Anniversary of the Publication On the Development of Peoples (Vatican)

May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide and intercede for us in our advocacy for the social justice
needs in our world and the life that calls it home.

God bless,

A~

Glenda Carson
National Chairperson of Social Justice

National Office: C-702 Scotland Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3M 1X5
Telephone: (204) 927-2310 | Email: info@cwl.ca


https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/44-1/s-210
https://www.uisg.org/en/news/International-Day-of-Prayer-and-Awareness-Against-Human-Trafficking-press-release
https://www.un.org/en/observances/women-and-girls-in-science-day
https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/stories-histoires/2022/child_soldier-enfant_soldat.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.un.org/en/observances/social-justice-day
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme
https://marchforlife.org/iwd-prolife-prowoman/
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/federal-anti-racism-secretariat/international-day-elimination-racial-discrimination.html
https://www.un.org/en/observances/water-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/decade-people-african-descent/slave-trade#:~:text=In%20commemoration%20of%20the%20memory,Trade%2C%20to%20be%20observed%20annually.
https://www.un.org/en/observances/decade-people-african-descent/slave-trade#:~:text=In%20commemoration%20of%20the%20memory,Trade%2C%20to%20be%20observed%20annually.
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_26031967_populorum.html

