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Resolved,

Ontario Provincial Council
Legislation

Canadian Support for the United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons

that national council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, in 99" annual
convention assembled, urges the federal government to support, sign and ratify the
United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.
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BRIEF: Canadian Support for the United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons

Since 1945 many pictures and writings have informed Canadians of the devastation caused by two
atomic bombs dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima in Japan. As of mid-2017, it was estimated
there were 14,000 nuclear weapons in the world, each many times more powerful than those
dropped on Japan in 1945. By far the largest concentrations reside in the United States and Russia.
Smaller arsenals are possessed by the United Kingdom, France, China, India, Pakistan, Israel and
North Korea (ICAN Nuclear). Even a small number of these bombs could cause an inconceivable
number of casualties and have a catastrophic effect on the earth’s climate and agricultural
production, ultimately leading to widespread famine (CRC par. 7, Helfand 1). The extraction and
after-effects of materials used to build nuclear weapons cause great harm to the environment
(WILPF par. 6). “Fissile materials created from uranium ore remain toxic and weapons-usable for
many millennia” (ICAN Production par. 1). In 1945, nuclear weapons caused dire injury with long-
lasting effects (ICAN Hiroshima #1).

On July 7, 2017, the United Nations adopted the first-ever Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW) (UNODA Treaty par. 4). Currently 70 countries have signed and of these, 25
have ratified the treaty (ICAN Signature/ratification status). Once 50 nations have signed and
ratified this treaty, nuclear weapons, like land mines and cluster bombs, become illegal. Those
signing the treaty agree to ban development, testing, producing, manufacturing, transferring,
possessing, stockpiling, using or threatening to use nuclear weapons; to assist victims of the use
and testing of nuclear weapons; and to help with cleanup of environmental contamination (ICAN
Treaty par. 3,5). The Holy See has consistently called for the abolition of these evil instruments of
warfare and ratification of the TPNW. The Canadian Council of Churches, which includes the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, has urged the federal government to support the TPNW
(CCCrpar. 1).

Canada has not signed the TPNW claiming that nuclear weapons located in the United States are
essential to Canada’s security. Nuclear weapons give a false sense of security, the “nuclear
deterrence theory” has instead led to nuclear proliferation, and nuclear weapons cannot be
contained (Krieger). The United Nations secretary-general reiterated, “A nuclear war cannot be
won and must never be fought” (UNODA Securing 20-21).

Canada should join the nations that have signed and ratified the United Nations Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (Maurer par. 10,16).
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Action Plan

1. Hold a speaker presentation to inform members of the necessity of banning nuclear
weapons and of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

2. Provide a list of websites and printed materials to members to increase knowledge of the
hazards of nuclear warfare.

3. Write letters to the prime minister and local members of parliament indicating support of
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

4. Monitor the federal government’s response to this resolution.



