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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Margaret Ann Jacobs
National President and Chairperson of International Relations

W

e were there when it all began! Such will be the
sentiments of the 938 attendees from the 97th
annual national convention. Just as Charlottetown
was the birthplace of the dream of confederation, it was
also where we planted seeds for a future League, anxious to
respond to the needs of our members.
A series of marathon meetings commenced with a
resolutions meeting on Wednesday, administrative committee
meeting on Thursday, workshops on planning strategically
Thursday night and all day Friday, bishop’s reception
and provincial presidents’ roundtable Friday evening,
pre-convention executive meetings Saturday and Sunday,
resolutions dialogue on Sunday and finally our official
opening Eucharistic celebration Sunday evening. And what a
convention that followed!
Sacred liturgies and prayer services framed the business
sessions in such a meaningful enriching manner. How
could we ever recreate the beauty and loving dedication
empowering the procession of the quilts created by members
from across the country?
I am so proud of the whole executive – provincial
presidents and national officers alike whose oral reports were
enthusiastic and informative.
Certainly the planning committee deserves the highest
of accolades – hospitality, entertainment, food – every detail
was planned with precision by such a cohesive team so ably
chaired by Elaine Black and Laurie Smythe. Kudos to them!
Donna Dunn, consultant with Tecker International,
facilitated the cross country town hall session where 170
groups, including 73 from outside the convention site,
participated. Respondents offered opinions on a variety of
questions addressing the challenges, things that the League
needs to change and accomplish to remain viable. Amazing
was the speed with which answers were tallied and shared on
the large screens.
The panel presentation was a unique sharing by the
committee tasked with planning strategically. Although this is
a huge undertaking, all concerned are passionate about their
love of the League, committed to sustaining the strong legacy
of the past and anxious to adopt a vision which will address
current issues and challenges we face.
In his address, Dr. Reginald Bibby noted that Catholic
women are open to greater involvement in things that
resonate with their lives, particularly as they impact their

families. He suggested that the defining characteristics of any
future change in the League need to revolve around service,
ministry and fulfillment.
More than anything else, I was overwhelmed by the
strong sense of cooperation, respect and goodwill that
emanated from this convention. Even in the throes of
intense discussion and revision in our resolutions process,
I was so proud of the dignified, positive atmosphere that
prevailed.
It was this strong sense of positive attitude that I pray
will underpin your activities this year. Concentrate on
what you can change to make your work more fulfilling.
Cultivate an attitude of hopefulness and success. Choose to
meet problems with hope and confidence; choose to meet
challenges with eagerness; choose to meet disappointment
with courage and a sense of humour; choose to meet life
with a sense of hope and a positive outlook. If we choose to
have a positive attitude in our dealings, our future will always
be more promising.
Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians reminds us, “…
that the surpassing power may be of God and not from
us…” These words are worth reflecting on and I think
they will guide us forward as we conduct our business.
Remember, God always begins where our human ability
ends. We need to share our challenges with Him and He will
supply the patience, strength and help we need. Just take
one step, and watch Him take it with us.
Our keynote speaker, Ken Yasinski, reminded us that
through reflection on God we can choose to speak out
against injustice, express gratitude and manage change. He
affirmed our role as church, i.e., “… sent by Christ to all the
nations to make disciples of them.” God wants His love to
flow through us so we need to be present to people, listen
to their pain and offer them a blessing.
Our year ahead will be filled with opportunities to reflect
carefully on what we are as a League, what we want the
League to be in the future and how we can best accomplish
this change. Donna Dunn gave a very simple definition of
strategic planning, “an organized response to change in the
environment.” We want you to be part of this organized
response to our changing world.
May the Spirit inspire you to respond to God’s call
and, “…Be the change you wish to see in the world.”
(Mahatma Gandhi) 
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TECHNOLOGY TODAY
Shari Guinta
National Chairperson of Communications

C

ommunications sub-committee member Ingrid
LeFort has submitted an article for this issue
entitled “Technology: For Better Or Worse”.
I invited Ingrid to submit this article due to the increasing
use of and dependency on technology.
The article brings out some valid points both positive
and negative regarding technology, and over the course
of this past year, I have experienced both. Technology is
truly wonderful. It enables members to research things
so much easier and speedier, an asset for sure within
the League with the various reports and articles they do.
But I have also seen technology’s dark side, where an
anonymous blogger can
write something that is
completely false. This is
very troubling as there are
no repercussions and it is
difficult if not impossible
to identify him/her.
In some of my
previous
writings
and
communiqués,
I have mentioned the
heinous
issue
of
technology’s connection
to pornography. If we
think that children do
not have access to, or do
not view pornography,
inappropriate images and
material, we are fooling
ourselves.
Children,
particularly boys, but also girls, view pornographic
material as young as eight years old, becoming addicted
to it.
At the 97th annual national convention, a resolution
was adopted entitled Mandatory Age Verification
Mechanisms for Adult Pornographic Websites. Right now
anyone can access pornography at the click of button.
Children and adolescents have access, sometimes
unwittingly, to pornographic images. These images can
be addictive and impress the young mind regarding
negative and distorted views on sex, intimate relationship
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and opinion of women. The resolution asks the federal
government to enact laws requiring mandatory age
verification mechanisms for adult pornographic websites.
As much as I would like to see all pornography
eliminated, realistically that will not happen as it is a
multibillion dollar industry. Members can, however, try
to protect young people from viewing pornography, or at
least restricting it. The resolution can be viewed on the
national website at cwl.ca.
There are past communications resolutions that can
be viewed on the website under the resolutions tab,
either by year or by position. These resolutions date back
to 1954! Resolution
1954.03 Re Movies,
Radio and Television
brought to member’s
attention the influence
of radio, television and
movies on individuals,
families and society
in general. That was
over 60 years ago and
here the League is in
2017 concerned about
a phenomenon that
a huge part of the
population holds in its
hands.
I
encourage
members
to
be
informed, to invite
guest speakers and to
do research on the harmful effects of pornography,
especially on young minds. Resources include Over 18,
a documentary available at hopeforthesold.com, and
Fight the New Drug available at fightthenewdrug.org.
Additional resources may be available in your area. In the
meantime please review the 2017 resolution mentioned
above and get talking! 

For God and Canada

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE!

Standing l-r:

Seated l-r:

National Chairperson of Community Life Betty Colaneri
National Chairperson of Resolutions Joan Bona
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial President June Fuller
Nova Scotia Provincial President Peggy MacNeil
National Chairperson of Spiritual Development Jacqueline Nogier
Prince Edward Island Provincial President Irene Gallant
Manitoba Provincial President Rolande Chernichan
Military Ordinariate Provincial President Coreena Cole
Saskatchewan Provincial President Margaret Schwab
Quebec Provincial President Linda Chisholm
Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial President Barbara McGrath
New Brunswick Provincial President Marie Rackley
B.C. & Yukon Provincial President Evelyn Rigby
National Chairperson of Christian Family Life Doreen Gowans
Ontario Provincial President Anne Madden
National Chairperson of Legislation Nancy Simms

National Second Vice-President and Chairperson
of Communications Shari Guinta
National Secretary-Treasurer Janet McLean
National Spiritual Advisor Bishop William McGrattan
(Calgary)
National President and Chairperson of
International Relations Margaret Ann Jacobs
National President-Elect and Chairperson of
Organization Anne Gorman
National Past President and Chairperson of Laws
Barbara Dowding
National First Vice-President and Chairperson
of Education and Health Fran Lucas

Welcome New and Reactivated
Parish Councils
Our Lady of the Annunciation
Parish Council

St. John the Evangelist Parish Council

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Council

Caledon, Ontario

Toronto, Ontario

Richmond Hill, Ontario
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97 ANNUAL
NATIONAL
CONVENTION
TH

Cecile Miller

Life Member and Guest Journalist

H

istory was made in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, when 938 members,
guests, spiritual advisors and bishops from across Canada gathered August 6-9,
2017 for the 97th annual national convention of The Catholic Women’s League of
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Canada.
Inspired by the Spirit, members responded to God’s call:
In faith
Members were motivated by moving homilies at the Eucharistic celebrations. During the
opening mass on the Feast of the Transfiguration at St. Dunstan’s Basilica Parish, presider
and homilist Bishop Richard Grecco (Charlottetown) expressed that members’ lives, too, are
being transfigured. Today provides a preview, a clip of what will be seen when meeting God
face to face. At the daily celebrations Archbishop Richard Gagnon (Winnipeg) expressed the
importance of listening to the Spirit, while being open and responsive to the call of what
to say or do. Archbishop Albert LeGatt (St. Boniface) encouraged humbleness, to listen
with open hearts and to hear what others are saying. What are the longings and thirsts out
there and how can they be satisfied? At the closing Eucharistic celebration, national spiritual
advisor Bishop William McGrattan (Calgary) reiterated the need to be humble and to make
the right choice, to trust in God, to choose life and hope.
Additional services and celebrations included a special memorial service for deceased
members and spiritual advisors. Nine new life members, Hilda Aube (Bathurst), Anna
Brady (Hamilton), Mary Capobianco (Toronto), Jeannie Coleman (Alexandria-Cornwall),
Louise Doiron (Prince Edward Island), Sharon Geiger (Kamloops), Gisela Montague (B.C.
& Yukon), Jean Reader (in absentia, Saskatchewan) and Suzanne Wiseman (Quebec)

were commissioned and blessed. Liturgies
included morning prayer in conjunction
with the universal church and praying
reconvening and closing prayers to restore
awareness in God’s light-filled presence, to
find God in nature and on “Pentecost Fire”.
The “Lap Quilts of Love and Mercy
Prayer Service” highlighted some of the
quilts created in response to work on a
“unique project of togetherness” towards
the League’s 100th anniversary. Each
provincial president processed into the
convention hall with a beautiful handcrafted
quilt from her respective provincial council.
The quilts were blessed and Whatsoever You
Do was sung to close the service.
In fun
The convention planning committee
ensured that entertainment and adventure
abounded to satisfy every taste. Was there
food? Of course there was food, because
what is fun without food? Attendees had
the opportunity to take part in a variety of
excursions beginning with a treat to the best
of Island fare, lobsters! Two venues, New
Glasgow and Fishermen’s Wharf, provided
mouth-watering lobster meals with a variety
of accoutrements.
Sunday morning excursions included a
tour of eastern lighthouses and Rossignol
winery, a city of Charlottetown tour on a
double-decker bus or a walking tour with a
father/mother of Confederation (postponed
due to rain). A reception at the Murphy
Centre followed the opening Eucharistic
mass, while a Down Home Kitchen Party
was held later in the evening at the Delta
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Provincial night gathered the registrants
and guests, spiritual advisors, bishops
and other visiting clergy together for a
meal and time of fellowship while The
Dream Catchers Musical provided the
entertainment at the gala banquet on
Wednesday evening. Thirteen young
performers from across Canada challenged,
thrilled and amused the audience with
their exuberant dance moves, music, voices
and stories. The Island’s Finest Tour of the
North Shore brought a close to the activities
on Thursday with an informative and
entertaining guide.
In fulfillment
The convention provided an abundance
of possibilities for fulfillment beginning with
the resolutions dialogue, affording members
the opportunity to preview four resolutions
which were subsequently adopted.
Dynamic international speaker Ken
Yasinski (Saskatoon, Saskatchewan)
provided much to ponder in two
presentations: Becoming a Living Thank
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You and A Catholic Identity Crisis, while Dr. Reginald Bibby,
sociologist and one of Canada’s leading experts on religious
and social trends, provided many statistics gathered on the
current state of Catholic Christianity in Canada. “You need to
bring it!” Bibby told the group when reminding members that
they have much to bring to the people around them.
The town hall conversation began on Tuesday morning
with facilitator Donna Dunn, a senior consultant with Tecker
International. Convention attendees were joined by 73 online
member groups from across Canada. History was in the
making! The session follow-up took place on Wednesday with
reports given by steering committee members responsible for
implementing strategic planning for the League’s future. This
committee has been diligently gathering information to help
formulate a strategy for the Leagues 100th anniversary and
beyond. More information is available in this issue and online
at cwl.ca.

For God and Canada
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Director of Coady International Institute (Antigonish, Nova
Scotia), Dr. June Webber, spoke of the institute’s work and
the accomplishments of graduates. A short video presentation
highlighted the 2016 CWL scholarship recipients. Webber
expressed gratitude for the League’s support for over 55 years.
National President Margaret Ann Jacobs spoke of the
joy experienced during her first year and the hopes for the
League as the 100th anniversary is celebrated. Reports of the
national standing committee chairpersons reflected on the
very busy and productive year, while provincial presidents
proudly proclaimed the work accomplished in their respective
provinces. “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care” and the
inspiration drawn from the theme, Inspired by the Spirit, Women
Respond to God’s Call were highlighted. The Catholic Women’s
Leadership Foundation expects to receive applications and
accept 14 candidates into its program in 2018, according to
Dr. Rita Janes, chairperson of the board of the foundation.
In summary, the 2017 national convention planning
committee deserves to be commended for its dedication
and hard work in making this convention such an inspiring,
historic, worthwhile and memorable one. 
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Oral Reports
President
Margaret Ann Jacobs
Elmvale, Ontario

WOW! It doesn’t get better
than this! Serving as your
national president has been
an awesome experience – a
privilege and an honour, a
phenomenal education and a
deeply moving spiritual journey – difficult to encapsulate in
a few words.
I envisioned a League in my first magazine article (Fall
2016). How proud I am to have experienced first-hand the
issues, projects and causes being addressed today. There
are so many good things happening in the League this year.
Just consider the initiatives undertaken with “12 Hours of
Prayer for Palliative Care”. You will undoubtedly hear more
through the reports of the standing committee chairpersons.
How reassuring it is to have the warm welcome, loving
care, support and affirmation of members from across the
country. Members are proud of the rich legacy crafted by our
foremothers, built and sustained by brilliant and dedicated
labourers and nurtured by women of vision today.
Rich liturgies and prayer services are the hallmark of all
gatherings and I continue to invite you to share these with
your League sisters. They are asking for them. Please forward
your services to national office for posting on the website.
Thank you for embracing the theme, Inspired by the Spirit,
Women Respond to God’s Call. It is so evident in prayers,
workshops and graphics. May the theme prayer continue to
guide and empower your efforts.
On your behalf, I attended the 96th annual convention of
the National Council of Catholic Women in Indianapolis, was
warmly welcomed by over 600 members and 40 priests in
attendance, and had an opportunity to network with so many
members and their affiliates.
The Plenary Session for the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops (CCCB) at the NAV Centre, Cornwall was a
wonderful learning experience where I joined 20 other guests
in this gathering of over 200 bishops and three cardinals.
What a sight for Morning Prayer, a sea of black and pink and
red! Excellent presentations, panels and speakers filled the
8
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two days I attended the CCCB National Standing Committee
for Relations with Movements and Associations initiating preplanning for another gathering this fall.
Bari, Italy was the location for a second meeting with
women from the Middle East where approximately 120 strong
and beautiful women from around the world gathered in
discussion and deliberation. We renewed our commitment on
behalf of the World Union of Catholic Women (WUCWO) to
work in solidarity with our sisters from the Middle East to end
atrocities, achieve a resolution to the root causes of conflict
and work to achieve peace.
Personal journeys took me on a tour of Rome and an
unforgettable pilgrimage of the Holy Land with the Catholic
Near East Welfare Association. In this life changing journey
I learned the value of recognizing cultural differences, the
need to compromise, and the importance of tolerance,
understanding and patience. Plan to participate in the next
pilgrimage in 2018.
The Snowflake Gala was “the event” of the year. If this
fundraiser was any indication of the celebration planned for
the annual national convention in Calgary in 2019, you had
better be there!
Not to be outdone, Catholic Missions In Canada hosted
The Tastes of Heaven Gala to benefit the West Coast missions
in British Columbia. What a privilege to meet new President
Fr. David Reilander and celebrate with major contributors!
It was a joy to participate in anniversary celebrations,
development days, workshops and days of celebration – all so
carefully planned by such capable organizers. Writing monthly
updates for On the Spot has motivated me to be more forward
thinking. I welcome the opportunities I have had to share
with you through The Canadian League magazine and Women’s
Voice, a WUCWO publication.
An unexpected possibility presented itself for me to visit St.
Ninian Parish Council in Antigonish. I participated in its annual
dinner/meeting and presentation of the carefully crafted quilt to
the palliative care wing of the local hospital, my first “love” quilt
and a beauty! The true gift for me was the personal tour of St.
Francis Xavier University campus and an amazing opportunity
to see Coady International Institute from the inside!
The Presbyterian Women Missionary Society’s gathering
was a wonderful opportunity to network with 22 other
international and ecumenical guests as well as its 200
delegates – no reports – just powerful speakers, workshops,
forums, presentations and celebrations. Likewise, I attended
the Dynamic Women of Faith conference – a gathering of
young Catholic women with a focus on moms and tots.

Resolutions follow-up work is always a marvel – from
the struggle to arrange ministerial appointments, to the
excitement of getting around Parliament Hill and through
security, to the pre-planning committee tête-à-tête, to the
on-going cell phone communication with national office and
ministers’ offices to rearrange appointments, to the final sit
down face to face meetings. We were placated, informed,
challenged and affirmed. Please know you have a capable
team taking your resolutions issues forward.
When in Ottawa the committee also met with Msgr.
Frank Leo, CCCB general secretary and his staff, had lunch
with Peter Murphy and Michel MacDonald of the Catholic
Office for Life and Family (COLF) and, of course, with
Apostolic Nuncio to Canada Msgr. Luigi Bonzatti. These were
opportunities to network and seek input concerning our
programming. We will never forget the special prayers of the
nuncio for the League as we gathered in his private chapel at
Rockcliffe.
The COLF conference in Gatineau was attended by
National Chairperson of Christian Family Life Doreen Gowans
and me as we sought guidance on issues addressed at this
conference, “Sex, Gender and Ideology”. We were informed
by speakers addressing church teaching, today’s reality and
the need for loving and compassionate outreach to our sisters
and brothers.
On the occasion of the 4th anniversary of the election of
Pope Francis, I represented the League at a special reception
at the nunciature. Dignitaries, ambassadors, affiliates and the
press gathered on the back lawn at Rockcliffe for words of
celebration from the papal nuncio followed by refreshments,
a luncheon, and mix and mingle.
How blessed I was to attend diocesan and provincial
conventions across the country – a geography lesson indeed!
From Stratford (London), to Huntsville (Peterborough), to
Watrous (Saskatoon), to Geraldton (Hearst), to Thunder
Bay, to St. Catharines, to Arnprior (Pembroke), to Mount
Pearl (Newfoundland and Labrador), to North Battleford
(Saskatchewan), to Quispamsis (New Brunswick), to Kelowna
(B.C. & Yukon) to Granby (Quebec) and finally back to
Thunder Bay (Ontario).
Each was unique and offered so many rich opportunities,
challenging speakers, exuberant energy and fellowship so
freely exchanged. We laughed and cried and shared together.
I believe I witnessed a miracle through an accidental
encounter and definitely the nudging of the Holy Spirit. I was
so proud to experience first-hand the many ways councils are
accepting Halifax-Yarmouth Episcopal Vicar for Parish Renewal
and Leadership Support Fr. James Mallon’s challenge to
transform, be flexible and engaging by rearranging schedules,
introducing movement, offering opportunities for interaction
and feedback and programs that were inclusive, challenging
and timely. Empowered by the Spirit, you are responding
to God’s call in joyful service, embracing the vulnerable,

marginalized, the weak and the lonely, children at risk,
youth in peril, families in turmoil and elders facing end
of life decisions! As I wrote letters subsequent to each
convention, I pondered anew the wonders I had just
experienced. Indeed, God is good!
A special challenge for the League has been incubating
this year. Strategic planning! While I can’t express how
empowering it has been to experience the League from
the perspective of national president, I know that there
are struggles that must be faced if the League is to remain
the strong and vibrant organization that will lead us into
our second millennium. Be assured that this undertaking
was assumed with careful consideration, pre-planning
workshops, reading and deliberation. Across the country
members are applauding the undertaking and are excited
and anxious to be part of this change for the future. You
definitely will be hearing more about this later in the
convention.
Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium “… invites everyone
to be bold and creative in this task of rethinking the goals,
structures, styles and methods of evangelization …” May
this invitation be embraced as we move forward with our
strategic planning as Women Inspired by the Spirit, Responding
to God’s Call. For indeed we are mission in this world!

Spiritual Advisor
Bishop William McGrattan
Calgary, Alberta

The spiritual advisors
attending
convention
decided to hold their own
town hall meeting. Looking
at the three questions that
members had pondered,
reflected and responded to animated the discussion. I would
like to present words of encouragement and support on what
you are embarking.
First, do not lose sight of your identity. This identity
is national, provincial and diocesan, but also that of the
parish, to which the League is extremely important. My first
pastor once said, “So goes the RCIA, so goes the parish”.
By welcoming, forming and inviting people to embrace the
faith, the parish itself will be vibrant. I would like to turn this
and say, “So goes the parish, so goes the Catholic Women’s
League”. As bishops and spiritual advisors, we know that
many parishes find themselves struggling. Some are in
tension – tension between maintenance, sustainability,
survival and wanting to embrace that missionary spirit of
Pope Francis.
FALL 2017 / THE CANADIAN LEAGUE
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It is important for the League to also be in this same
experience, to recognize that urban and rural are different.
One should not take precedence over the other. As a matter
of fact, the smallest in the Christian community should have
the greatest attention. You are encouraged to continue to work
at the parish level, to establish the League’s identity and to
therefore by extension, revive, renew and call forth women.
One bishop said, “You are a community among communities
as a lay association within the parishes.” Pope Benedict XV1
and Saint Pope John Paul II indicated lay associations should
not be in competition, but that there should be a mutuality, a
coming together, a recognizing of the gifts that are inherent to
your call to associate as Catholic women and to embrace and
work with the other gifts of lay associations in parishes. You
are known for service locally and for social justice, nationally,
as the Catholic voice of women in Canada and for women
throughout the country. That is not a small feat to have
accomplished.
Dr. Reginald Bibby pointed out there is great opportunity
for the League and the Catholic church going forward. We
welcome people to our country and communities to join
in our witness of faith in Canada. As Pope Francis called it
in Evangelii Gaudium, you have taken up to be missionary
disciples. This mission to holiness, witness of faith,
compassion and commitment to social justice for society
makes Canada a better country to live in. Be aware of this as
you go through your strategic planning.
We all need to work on communication. This second
point cannot be stressed enough. The perceptions about
the League amongst the spiritual advisors are very positive.
However, many brother priests do not have the same working
experience, and so the perception and communication of
what the League is and can be in a parish continually needs to
be worked on. Communication is essential, especially as you
go into strategic planning. Do not trip yourselves up because
you are not listening or communicating with one another and
especially with the Holy Spirit. Find balance and simplicity, a
social aspect and definitely a spiritual aspect. There is need for
education and study groups at the parish level.
Meetings were discussed with the following reflections.
Restructuring is needed. Interesting, fulfilling, meaningful,
fun and life giving meetings are essential for every Christian
community including the League. Restructure how you
come together. One pastor suggested that the book Death by
Meeting: A Leadership Fable... by author Patrick M. Lencioni,
might be an interesting read for those looking at creative ways
of restoring this balance and sense of coming together. Don’t
look at meetings as the hair shirt, something to be avoided
or that it is totally opposite to faith or the very presence
of the Spirit of God. Catholic Christians understand the
incarnational principle, that what we do as human beings
is always an opportunity for us to encounter God. I find in
meetings generative thinking, insights that I might not have
10
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come to and the inspiration of building on the ideas of other
people. We are stronger in sharing our ideas, especially when
looking at change. Meetings are going to be important and
the spiritual advisors invite you to see the presence of God in
these gathering times.
The final comment was quite insightful. During the town
hall meetings a number of negative words appeared pointing
to pain and suffering. But they can also point to areas of
growth, taking us to the other principal of our Catholic
spirituality - the cross and the Paschal mystery. For in the pain
and suffering that some of you have seen and experienced
in being part of the League there can also be an opportunity
and an encounter for transformation and growth. Planning
strategically is going to be an experience of the Paschal
mystery and the cross, but know that the spiritual advisors
and bishops of Canada support you as you embark on this
path. For to trust our life to Christ, especially in the Paschal
mystery, is very important. The word of God, the parables
and the many sections of scripture should constantly be on
your mind and part of your deliberations. 

Secretary Treasurer

Janet McLean
Dorval, Quebec

Minutes, correspondence,
notices, debits, credits,
cheques, budgets, financial
statements, investments – the
life of a secretary-treasurer is
filled with so many exciting activities! I know some members
may not feel this way, but these were my areas of expertise
while I was in the paid workforce. I have enjoyed every minute
of the last year. One of the reasons I can be so enthusiastic
about my responsibilities is due to the competence of our
national office staff, ably guided by Executive Director Kim
Scammell. National office handles the day to day secretarial and
accounting requirements for the League. My responsibilities
include responding to directed e-mails, reviewing documents
to be sent by the secretary and examination of various financial
documents on a regular basis. Any questions to be answered or
further information required are quickly supplied by national
office staff.
At the fall mid-term meeting, I had the opportunity
to talk with the League’s financial advisor as well as the
auditors, Scarrow & Donald LLP. The audit papers, sent
for review and approval before finalizing the League’s 2016
financial statements, were presented and approved by the
national executive at its winter mid-term meeting. As of

December 31, 2016, the League reported a net loss from
operations of $62,392 which was offset by investment
income of $148,933 for final net earnings of $86,541. Further
comments on the 2016 financial statements may be found
in my annual report in the convention booklet (available on
request from national office).
Due to continuing low interest rates on fixed investments,
the national executive voted in February to allow a greater
percentage of funds be made available for investment in
equity funds. A decision was also made to change the socially
responsible equity fund, in which the League was invested, due
to restrictions on reinvestment in the previous fund. The League
takes a conservative stance in all investments, but always with an
eye to producing revenue.
The interim financial statements as of June 30, 2017, show
net revenue to date of $511,624. This figure reflects as income
the bulk of the League’s 2017 per capita fees which have been
collected, and only half of most of the expenses. The estimate of
revenues and expenditures at December 31, 2017 projects total
revenue of $1,284,100 and total expenditures of $1,470,500,
resulting in a potential net loss from operations of $186,400.
This may be reduced by investment income of $63,100 so that
there is a potential net loss of $123,600. A reduction in the
estimated net investment income is the reason for the higher
than budgeted net loss.
Work has begun on revising both the Handbook for Secretaries
and the Guidelines for Treasurers to reflect current League
practices. Several members have submitted suggestions for
changes and any additional suggestions which members may
wish to contribute are welcomed. Suggestions and comments
can be sent to my attention through national office.
I look forward to the coming year and continuing to be the
members’ eyes and ears with respect to the League’s finances as
we respond together to God’s call. 

Executive Director

Kim Scammell
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Today, I ask you to join me
in extending a warm welcome
to the newest member on staff
– Natalia Bilynskyy. Natalia is
our new executive secretary.
She assists the secretary-treasurer with minutes and courtesy
correspondence, the communications chairperson with some of
our communication methods, and the national president with
conference and meeting arrangements. Natalia is also a member,
with seven years of service.

Diane Kelln is also here with us, working out of the
secretariat office. She was formerly our office corresponding
secretary, but has now taken the role of convention and
events coordinator, a seasonal position, created at the
request of the executive and previous convention committee.
Staff members not with us today are Diane Havens,
Valroy Anderson, Larry Peters, Amanda McCormick and
Ingrid Taylor. Collectively, we have 69 years of experience in
serving the membership.
The key to finding and keeping good employees for
the League is in finding women - and men - who are kind
and gracious with members, believe in what the League
offers, have a variety of talents upon which to draw, have an
open mind and a willingness to learn, and are adaptable to
change.
Dr. Bibby talked about 1:1,600 being a heavy case
load. National office has one employee for every 13,000
members. Extra resources are not often available when new
plans are implemented or processes are changed. Projects
and procedures change from one season to the next, and
one administration to the next. But, we embrace each
opportunity, and each challenge!
The new opportunities we had this year? Strategic
planning, electronic reports, On the Spot, association
software, convention registrations, make-to-order supplies,
coffee table books, and audience response systems.
We do cherish and consider new opportunities as gift,
as each year is a learning experience, and an opportunity
for us to serve and grow. And we truly appreciate the
kindness you extend to us while we change and adapt to
circumstance, and hope we return your love in kind. But,
we must at the same time acknowledge that these changes
are difficult for members. For this reason, our hope for the
future of the League is that longer term planning will be
embraced. Planning that extends beyond one administration
and considers resources and time for communication with
members and implementation.
We are confident this would be a positive change, not
just for staff, but for members and leaders at all levels. We
are also confident the Spirit is guiding this process and will
provide our leadership with the tools and the insights they
need to make this a reality. “For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” And with
all of our prayer these plans will be revealed. Please know
that national office believes in you, we hope for you, and we
support you. 

For God and Canada

FALL 2017 / THE CANADIAN LEAGUE

11

Spiritual Development

Jacqueline Nogier
Snow Lake, Manitoba

We are all Easter people
who need to celebrate both the
cross and resurrection every day.
By embracing both the sorrow
of Good Friday and the joy of
Easter Sunday the nuances of our faith can more easily come to
be understood. This faith can be traced back more than 2,000
years to Jesus and the apostles making that history vital to who
we are as Catholics. Knowledge that our practices are steeped
in history is one of the things that sets us apart from other
faiths. But our faith is also moving into new areas that propel
us forward into the modern world. It is increasingly easier to
find podcasts and apps that allow us to bring our faith wherever
we go. The needs of people in society must be met through
traditions and new outreach.
One of the largest tasks for all chairpersons of spiritual
development is the preparation of prayers and prayer services
for meetings. References abound to look for inspiration and
completed prayers and services. An often used prayer booklet
was revamped and reprinted this fall with a new prayer added.
A workshop created by Life Member Pauline Krupa and me on
how to prepare prayer services includes information on how to
manage copyright issues that creators might face. While we are
at different places in our personal spiritual growth the depth
and breadth of the faith that the women of the League have
is awe inspiring. Use the knowledge of the women around
you to draw on. Sit and be still, let the Spirit speak to you and
through you.
The League continues to be an organization that is first
and foremost one of faith and prayer, adding real meaning and
value in Canadian society. The ability to witness and act in the
name of the Holy Spirit shows us that God is indeed good.
The national voluntary fund for Catholic Missions In Canada
(CMIC) is one way that members continue to reach for the
face of God. Missions are often thought of as being in far off
countries never to be visited, but many mission churches and
dioceses in Canada rely on CMIC to operate. By circumstance I
live in one of the dioceses in one of those mission churches. By
supporting the good works of the CMIC you allow the Catholic
church to continue to be a presence. Thank you for reaching out
and living the faith through action in mission assistance. For the
period of July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017, CMIC donations from
individuals and councils totaled $35,550.93.
In the busyness of the secular world it can be difficult to
recognize that God not only walks beside, but with us, placing
12
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us where we need to be. It’s okay to be challenged, to worry that
you cannot do what has been asked. Trust in God and listen to
the Holy Spirit and you will find that you can do many things.
Let the Spirit guide and inspire you. 

Organization

Anne Gorman
Point-Du-Chene, New
Brunswick

Large council or small,
rural or urban, we are a huge
network, the voice of Catholic
women in this country and
connected to the world through the World Union of Catholic
Women’s Organizations. What a tremendous impact the
League has on policy development and implementation at the
local and federal levels. The challenge is to educate members
(and non-Catholic women looking for a home with the League)
not just about the joy of belonging for personal reasons, but
the great need to be in an organization that fulfills a necessary
mandate in our church and country.
As of December 31, 2016, League membership stood
at 82,541. Membership has been more than 128,000 as
recently as 1984, so why isn’t every woman 16 years of age
and older attending a parish church a member? Dr. Reginald
Bibby addressed this slightly in his session. We are blessed
to live in Canada, and while the current affluent Canadian
culture serves many purposes, it does not seem to be drawing
more families into faith communities. Ironically, this affluence
is working against us in some ways. Hence, there is much
work to do to look inwardly at unique parish situations,
ascertain why families are not attending and assist the parish
community in drawing women to the organization. More will
be heard about this through the strategic planning process that
received unanimous approval from the national executive in
February 2017.
God knows what is needed, blessing the organization
with many leaders and prospective leaders taking advantage
of programs to grow in leadership abilities. The National
Development Fund is being used extensively. New leaders
willing to cast into the deep should be one of the fruits. If this
is not occurring, councils may need to take a hard look at what
are the fruits of workshops and theme days. The answers will
present themselves. Being a leader takes courage, discipline
and determination. Members have these gifts. With prayer,
encouragement and mentoring from long standing members,
the Holy Spirit will inspire members to accept new and exciting
challenges.

The response to the first year of parish online reporting
was huge. With input from all levels, the 2017 survey will be
better and easier.
Welcome to the new life members whose continued
service has been recognized and will be added to the list of
mentors, workshop presenters and voices of wisdom.
In a letter to the Galatians, St. Paul said, “So let us not
grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest
time, if we do not give up”. For 97 years, Canadian Catholic
women have not given up, and are not about to do so now.
Look forward to meeting the challenges ahead. 

Christian Family Life

Doreen Gowans
Kamloops, British Columbia

Welcome to the Christian
family life standing committee.
As a woman you are either
single, married, religious,
separated, widowed or divorced
which means each of us has a vocation. As Catholic women
we are about the family, youth, the disabled, the sanctity of
life at all ages and stages, understanding Christian family life
issues, and are willing to follow the Holy Spirit’s call to action.
What is new? $15,774.09 has been donated to Euthanasia
Prevention Coalition. An updated League pro-life brochure can
be obtained from national office. The Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops (CCCB) has published a prayer card for
Saint André Bessette, the patron saint of family caregivers in
Canada, which can be purchased at cccb.ca. The Catholic
Organization for Life and Family (COLF) has produced a new
booklet “The Joy of Love” At the Heart of the Family. This is an
easy read which is a brief journey through Amoris Laetitia (The
Joy of Love). Use these resources in your councils.
National President Margaret Ann Jacobs and I attended
the COLF seminar entitled “Sex, Gender and Ideology”. The
presentations by international facilitators are available on the
COLF website at colf.ca.
I encourage you to watch the video on homosexuality and
the Catholic church entitled The Third Way. It offers a powerful
message of compassion, hope and love and is an excellent tool
to help understand those with homosexual tendencies.
On July 7, 2017 the CCCB issued a statement on the
passage of Bill C-16 An Act to amend the Canadian Human
Rights Act and the Criminal Code, specifically regarding gender
identity and gender expression. As stated, “All persons,
including those who identify as ‘transgender’, must always be
treated with compassion, respect and love. While the CCCB

supports Bill C-16’s intention to protect Canadians from
harm, some principles behind the legislation – even if widely
accepted in our society – cannot be endorsed by Catholics.”
In its statement the CCCB says, “The most serious of these
is the claim that gender is separable from biological sexuality
and is to be determined by the individual. This central tenet
of contemporary gender theory is not in accord with natural
law or Christian revelation and has therefore been explicitly
rejected by Pope Francis and by Pope Benedict XVI.” By
rejecting the claim that gender is separate from biology
Catholics could potentially be in conflict with freedom of
speech and freedom of religion. This would be harmful to all
Canadians. The CCCB closes by saying, “We urge those of
Catholic faith, and all people of good will, to be diligent in
defending these freedoms and the vision of human dignity on
which they are based.”
I invite you to become actively involved in your council
by taking on issues under the Christian family life standing
committee. We need to continue to educate ourselves on
issues dealing with our lives and our families. 

Community Life

Betty Colaneri
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario

While pondering over
my report, I found myself
contemplating a favourite bible
passage, the road to Emmaus,
and imagined I was walking
with my League sisters on a journey. So focused on the
intense discussion, we didn’t notice we had been joined by
a stranger. He asked what we were discussing and we shared
our concerns for what was happening in communities, the
vision for the future and how much needed to be done.
As the stranger walked with us, the group encountered
a homeless person lying on a bench. Placing a blanket on
him, we recalled that members show compassion to people
suffering from poverty, homelessness, domestic violence,
racism and genocide by selflessly giving time and financial
donations to community organizations, food banks, hospitals,
shut-ins, the imprisoned, the lonely and abandoned.
Further on, a teenage girl sat on a suitcase by the side
of the road. Members are well aware that homeless youth
are victims being forced or coerced into labour for the profit
of others. The ladies assured the frightened girl that she
has rights, she is not for sale and that the League’s stance
against human trafficking is always brought to the attention
of government.
FALL 2017 / THE CANADIAN LEAGUE

13

Dust on our feet reminded us that members walk in
solidarity with sisters in the Global South through monetary
donations, awareness and prayer. Through members’
generosity the voluntary fund will be giving $66,189.99
to the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development
and Peace and $16,641.89 to the Catholic Near East Welfare
Association, known as Velma’s Dream. With the influx of
refugees, members responded by sponsoring families,
joining committees and assisting with food, rent payments,
transportation and employment.
Further down the road, an Indigenous woman, who
drummed to the rhythm of our steps, joined in. As an
expression of unity, members extended a hand in friendship
to their Indigenous sisters. There is still so much to be done
to overcome the impacts of a history of mistreatment but
steps toward reconciliation have begun.
The stranger stopped, embraced us, and with a look that
touched our souls, said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it
to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.” Members are the hands of God reaching
out, the heart of Jesus showing compassion and love, the
uplifting Spirit that gives hope. When the dignity and rights
of the vulnerable are restored, faith has been put into action.
Don’t feel discouraged. All journeys begin with one step.
Each heart burned with love and pride for all the wonderful
works being done by members.
What I imagined ended, but the journey is real.
Gathered at this convention in a version of the upper room,
leave inspired by the Spirit, responding to God’s call by
helping the needy encountered along the twists and turns
in life’s journey. 

Education and Health

Fran Lucas
Edmonton, Alberta

Hans Urs von Balthasar
said, “What you are is God’s
gift to you. What you become
is your gift to God.” What a
great way to look at our work for the League.
The year 1956 saw the first resolution associated with
mental health. Sixty one years later, members are still working
hard to educate and be educated on the misunderstanding
and needs of these illnesses. Resolution 2015.01 Increased
Early Access and Intervention to Children and Youth
Mental Health Services was actioned through the use of the
postcard made available on the national website. Lobbying
14
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the federal government to provide early intervention, access to
youth suicide prevention initiatives and to appropriate support,
treatment and care for youth mental health services continued.
A year-long program on mental health will begin this fall. Visit
the national website for the Right by You campaign which
supports the above resolution with a wide variety of valuable
resources.
Palliative, hospice, care were three words repeated time and
again through prayer, petitions, letter writing, awareness sessions
facilitated by guest speakers and in viewing DVDs. From the
resolution and the petition to have palliative care identified as
an insured health service, to the distribution of 90,000 prayer
cards, all this and more needs to continue. “12 Hours of Prayer
for Palliative Care” was supported by the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops. In viewing this initiative on the national
website, the Catholic Women’s League of New Zealand asked
to use portions of it with its members! Let’s call that a Canada
150 celebration moment!
Catholic education is recognized as a gift enjoyed in many
provinces for decades. Ensure this gift is safeguarded and
preserved for future generations. Write letters or visit local
ministers of education. This action will hold serious and likely
irreversible consequences if taken later.
The League contributed $27,719.82 to Coady International
Institute, which allowed six international women to benefit from
the scholarship program.
Success of past and current resolutions were manifested
by way of $4,000,000 being federally dedicated to research on
Lyme disease, Health Canada considering a sweeping ban on
unhealthy food and drink advertisements aimed at children
and teens and Canada’s support in the listing of chrysotile
asbestos to the Rotterdam convention. Does the League make a
difference? Yes, it does!
Two submitted resolutions were recommended by the
national resolutions committee to be actioned by this standing
committee. The first is on multiple chemical and environmental
sensitivities and the second is on banning the marketing of
unhealthy foods and beverages to children. Watch for more
information on both.
Provincial chairpersons have been engaged and informed
on all areas of this standing committee by me and three
very capable subcommittee chairpersons – Life Member Becky
Kallal, St. Pius X (St. John’s) member Rita Janes and Life
Member Gabriele Kalinack. Send an e-mail to info@cwl.ca to
share ideas.
Halifax-Yarmouth Episcopal Vicar for Parish Renewal and
Leadership Support Fr. James Mallon, at last year’s convention,
asked if members were going where they needed to go to make
a difference to individual lives. Feeling this question needed
to be revisited I close with a recently read comment by
Parochial Vicar at St. Apollinaris Parish (Napa, California)
Fr. David Jenuwine. He says, “I think too often we get tied up
in planning, planning, planning. But, when the Spirit moves, go
with Him! No excuses.” 

Communications

Shari Guinta
Waterloo, Ontario

This has been a very
interesting standing committee.
Not being a technical person or
a media person, I have learned
much.
The year started off with the elimination of Be League, the
online newsletter. Be League had been successful, but was rather
time consuming, delaying news items from being posted, as it
was only done once a month. A simplified form of an online
forum was created and named On the Spot, to highlight council
activities quickly. Councils were and are encouraged to send in
photographs with short descriptions to national office where
they can be posted to the website. It has proven to be effective
and enjoyable.
Pornography was and will continue to be an issue for me
until the end of my term. This heinous, pervasive subject feeds
other problems in our social communities including addiction
to viewing graphic sex, human trafficking and sexual abuse
of women and children, as well as a disregard for women in
general.
Contact was made with an organization that produces a
documentary called Over 18. Information on it was sent in my
communiqués and a parish mailing. In addition, Diocese of
Hamilton Catechesis Office Director Dr. Anne Jamieson did
a guest journalist piece on the issue for the spring edition of
The Canadian League. I encourage councils to investigate this
documentary and others for viewing and discussion, and invite
guest speakers.
It was exciting to participate in the early stages of strategic
planning for the League, being discussed at this convention,
and to finalize the live streaming with input from members.
Definitely 21st century! Salt + Light TV was invited again to be
with us this year. Last year its crew did some very useful filming,
processing it into various forms of online pieces that were
available on the League website, as well as being used in Salt +
Light’s productions. The crew was asked to do similar things
this year and to interview, in a spontaneous way, delegates who
might be at convention for the first time to get feedback as to
what draws women to convention and to the League.
It was an honour to attend two Ontario diocesan
conventions as the national president’s representative. Both
conventions, Kingston and Hamilton, were well organized, very
informative and spiritual.
I would like to get some input on the website and whether
we need to do some reorganizing and revisions. As visuals and
content are so important in the electronic world I have asked

committee members Life Member Theresa Winchester and
Quebec Provincial Past President Ingrid Lefort to do research and
articles on media and electronic communications respectively.
In this age of immediate communication, we are wise to use
the tools at our disposal in the best way possible to promote the
League, the church and the wonderful experiences of women
responding to God’s call through the Holy Spirit! 

Resolutions

Joan Bona
Louisdale, Nova Scotia

It is recognized that
resolutions chairpersons are,
without a doubt, called to an
important task. Resolutions
are about doing God’s work.
In terms of aligning the League’s theme, the gifts of wisdom,
understanding, knowledge and counsel are essential.
Resolutions can be complex but should not deter members
from becoming aware of an issue and the words which apply
– discuss, form, research, draft, present and pray. These basic
steps lead to a successful outcome. A resolution carries the
endorsement of the League, a tremendous work of art, inspired
by an idea or experience, its influence far-reaching. A resolution
carries tremendous responsibility, inspiring members to use
gifts wisely and with fortitude.
Common themes generated from the online annual
reporting received many subjective responses. The most
common underlying challenges included a wide range of
attitudes – council too small, no one in council would tackle
a resolution, no time, no chairperson or members to lead, lack
of interest, lack of expertise, too extensive, a daunting task and
fear in attempting to formulate a resolution.
The online responses will be used to analyze the ongoing
needs of the members and help inform the strategic planning
process, help navigate a course in an effort to keep and
compliment the well-designed current format, and use the
analysis generated to help demystify the fear of resolutions.
Councils can generate interest by informing members about
one national resolution monthly and following through on
one action plan.
It was noted that some members had never attended a
resolutions dialogue. Members might best be served by bringing
this format closer to home where diocesan and provincial
councils can plan a resolutions dialogue in conjunction with
annual conventions. This would help facilitate members to
experience and explore the format, become knowledgeable and
could add real value to alleviate the fear factor.
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Life Member Eleanor Arless notes, “The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada is still the largest and strongest voice in
government. We must not be daunted by the resolutions
process”. Eleanor suggested that a video demonstrating the
making of a resolution would serve as a learning tool, inspiring
a response to the needs of members.
During the annual visit to the federal government in
Ottawa, the League representatives prayed for you in the
chapel of the residence of the apostolic nuncio to Canada. We
met with federal officials, a member of parliament, a member
of the senate, and representatives of the Catholic Organization
for Life and Family and the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops. The League was acknowledged for its determination
and foresight. Already, the federal government was in the
process of implementing several 2016 resolutions.
This year the committee received eight resolutions. After
meeting twice in July, the resolutions, approved by the national
executive, were vetted and brought to the convention with a
successful completion.
Women of the League, the national resolutions committee
looks to you and each other for inspiration. Remember –
wisdom, understanding, knowledge and counsel – gifts freely
given by the Holy Spirit.

Legislation

Nancy Simms

Kamloops,
British Columbia
The job of a legislation
chairperson is to set into
action polices put in place
through League resolutions.
Resolutions create League policy, thereby giving legislation
chairpersons the important job of researching if governments
at all levels have active bills or legislation and if the policy
agrees with the bill. If the answer is yes, then members must
be encouraged to write letters, make telephone calls, and
make personal visits to politicians urging support of the bill.
If the answer is no, then contact needs to be made expressing
the League’s opposition to the bill.
It is important to remember that resolutions are what
create League policy and that legislation chairpersons should
only be addressing topics and legislation that pertain to the
policy. If members have a burning concern to be addressed
through legislation, but the League has no policy on that
concern, then be inspired by the Spirit. Respond to His call
by stepping forward in faith to write a resolution so that the
League can actively encourage positive legislation.
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Resolutions create policy. Legislation sets policy into
action!
What are some of the actions we have accomplished in
this past year?
The League petition requesting palliative care be
included in the Canada Health Act was distributed across
Canada. I recently met with Member of Parliament Cathy
McLeod (Kamloops-Thompson-Cariboo) to deliver
32,704 signatures from across Canada! Nova Scotia
Provincial Council also sent 71 signatures to its member
of parliament. Therefore, a record breaking 32,775
signatures for this petition will be presented in the House
of Commons this fall. Because of your efforts with this
petition, Cathy McLeod is now looking into the viability of
presenting a private members’ bill requesting palliative care
be included in the Canada Health Act.
The League initiated its first e-petition and received
2,348 signatures urging the federal government to amend
the Canada Health Act to include home care as an insured
health service. The petition was presented to the House of
Commons on May 1st and the government’s response is
posted on the national website.
Members have let their voice be heard through various
forms of communication to government creating positive
effect on numerous bills before parliament.
To learn more about the legislation standing committee,
a wonderful new workshop is available on the national
website entitled “What Do You Stand For?” It is found
under quick links and then clicking “Inspired by the Spirit
2017 Prayer Services and Workshops”.
I would like to leave you with this thought. Etched in
the fallen Berlin Wall in Germany is the quote, “Many small
people, in many small places, doing many small things can
change the face of the world.” 

Laws

Barbara Dowding
Port Moody, British Columbia

There is no escaping
it. We live in a world of
laws, rules, regulations and
commandments, with rule
followers and breakers! But
where would humanity be without rules? What kind of order
would there be? Imagine The Catholic Women’s League of
Canada without rules!
Most often, rules help to keep councils on track,
ensuring a steady path and continuity at all levels. Learning

to appreciate and love an organization’s laws, policies and
procedures while finding ways to make them work can be
interesting and rewarding.
The Constitution & Bylaws has guided the League through
many changes and situations as the foundational rule book for
nearly 100 years, a result of collective wisdom and experience.
The constitution outlines the purpose of what the League
is and what it stands for. “The Catholic Women’s League
of Canada is a national organization rooted in gospel values
calling its members to holiness through service to the people
of God”. The bylaws outline the detailed rules for membership
criteria, roles, responsibilities and election procedures. Recall
what happens in parish councils where established bylaws
are suspended or ignored for too long. Structures collapse
and policies become practices which may undermine healthy
growth and development of the council. Members wonder
what happened.
Laws and policies provide guidance, security and
sustainability. The value and importance of having a policy and
procedure manual at all levels cannot be emphasized enough.
When written and followed, these books of local knowledge
and successful endeavours are worth their weight in gold and
can truly save the day.
Learning early to do things “by the book” has served me
well in my League life. When there is doubt, the National
Manual of Policy and Procedure or the Constitution & Bylaws are
great resources. Bear in mind that these books are only guides.
It takes wise and skillful leadership to bring about effective
creativity without losing sight of the big picture. Rules must be
guided by practical understanding and experienced judgement.
But don’t get so caught up in the rules that the point is missed!
St. Paul reminded us not to be so bound by the law that we lose
sight of the faith, while Pope Francis has spoken about putting
mercy and people ahead of structures and rules. Neither spoke
of changing the law to make it easier.
As a national organization, our structure enables us to be a
voice for the voiceless and to meet with government. This solid
structure offers credibility and respect throughout Canada.
Embrace the strategic planning process with the exciting
prospect of listening, observing and asking for input from
members. By being part of something so proactive and
positively forward thinking the potential to take the League to
a wonderful new level is limitless. Will the rules change? Only
God knows. 

Alberta Mackenzie

June Fuller
St. Albert, Alberta

Recognizing
9,566
members from 160 councils
in five dioceses for their
hard work, Alberta Mackenzie
Provincial Council reports
another good year of service for God, Canada and the
League. The response to the first annual online reporting
process resulted in a pleasing 110 out of 160 parish councils,
approximately 70% submitting their reports online.
The League is becoming known in the province. Letters
were written to congratulate the provincial government for
inaugurating the Day of Awareness for Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder, and in request that freedom of conscience for
healthcare professionals be protected, urging the assurance
of the same protection for healthcare institutions when they
or individuals within them refuse to participate in medically
assisted dying or direct referrals. Corus Entertainment, head
of Global television, was informed of members’ outrage at the
airing of the television mini-series “Mary Kills People”.
Educationally, “‘Catch the Fire’ for Spiritual Advisors” was
updated and shared with diocesan presidents, and provincial
and national officers, with a final copy available on the national
website. The provincial executive worked with Catholic school
trustees to promote the value of Catholic education. Members
participated in “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care”,
appreciative of material sent from national office.
Benefitting from the impact in body, heart, mind and
spirit, over 200 members participated in the KAIROS blanket
exercise at the commencement of convention. Guest speakers
included Fr. Jerome Lavigne (St. Peter, Calgary) who spoke
on the League’s theme and National First Vice-President
and Chairperson of Education and Health Fran Lucas who
presented a workshop entitled “Inspired, We Will Respond!”
It was an election year; all executive and standing committee
positions were filled.
The mass collection went to Makrina Morozowski, a
third generation member selected as one of 33 youth to
participate in the Canada C3 (Coast to Coast to Coast) ocean
journey expedition commemorating Canada’s 150th birthday.
Jeanne Leguerrier (Fort Smith, Northwest Territories), was
recognized with the Elsie Yanik award for individual work in
the community. Sadly, the award’s namesake Elsie Yanik, a
99-year-old Metis elder and honoured member passed away.
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Additional highlights from the past year included:
– the installation of Bishop William McGrattan (Calgary)
– Calgary diocese’s Snowflake gala fundraiser for the 2019
annual national convention
– an invitation to the Archdiocese of Edmonton to present
at the annual priests’ assembly about the League
– the installation of a new president and president-elect
in Mackenzie Diocesan Council and plans to revive
Northern councils that have been inactive
– St. Paul diocesan representatives travelling to Fort McMurray
and Fort Chipewyan and meeting members devastated by
the fires of 2016
– Grouard McLennan members invited to teach school
children to pray the rosary
Continuing to be inspired by the Spirit in their response
to God’s call, the five diocesan councils are unique yet share
a common goal of increasing membership and promoting
League development. 

B.C. & Yukon

Evelyn Rigby
Powell River, British Columbia

Across B.C. & Yukon,
1,000 members enrolled in
conventions, an amazing
number considering the
challenges faced with the
time and cost involved to enrich, affirm and motivate lives to
service “For God and Canada”.
At the annual provincial convention held in Kelowna, the
sub-theme Leading with Courage was explored in presentations
given by three exemplars of this virtue. National President
Margaret Ann Jacobs outlined her bold steps for revitalizing
the League. Ukrainian Eparchial Bishop Ken Nowakowski
(New Westminster) related his experience of dangerous
times in the Ukraine. Pharmacist Christine Alarcon described
her long and ultimately successful advocacy to exercise
conscience rights in her profession.
Year long activities in palliative care and hospice were
highlighted in a prayer service and a display of attractive
quilts, while the practical aspects of outreach to refugees were
covered in a panel discussion by women actively involved
in their resettlement. Many teddy bears escorted their
owners to an Elvis disco, dancing well past bedtime! 2016
saw $248,000 donated to worthy causes, further swelled
by convention raffles and special collections. One raffle
resulted in close to $1,000 raised for the famine emergency
fund. Interest in resolutions was higher than usual with 10
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presented and five adopted. The provincial government only
met for five weeks in 2017 and then changed following an
election, challenging the official delegation’s ability to present
the resolutions. Education of members and the public
regarding the Bill 36 Protection of Communities and Exploited
Persons Act was accomplished by means of posters and guest
speakers.
Community life projects included service on the board of
the Talitha Koum Society, providing homes and programming
to alleviate the plight of addicted women and families and
the enlistment of help for the national inquiry into missing
and murdered Indigenous women and girls beginning in
September. “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care” was
observed with ecumenical prayer services, a palliative care
petition, presentation of the Euthanasia Deception DVD, use
of the Physicians’ Way of the Cross Kit, Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and distribution of new prayer cards.
At the March for Life in Victoria, five provincial executive
members joined nearly 2,000 other participants as witnesses
to the theme Human Rights Still Matter.
Two new life members, Gisela Montague and Sharon
Geiger, brought the provincial count to 41, with five currently
serving on provincial council. Marianna Caldwell served as
convention parliamentarian. Connie Hatherton was honoured
with the Benemerenti Medal, and Grace O’Keefe went to her
eternal reward. Angelina Moodie received the Life Member’s
Fine Arts and Culture Award and Murita Chua received the
Molly Boucher Bursary.
Visit the provincial website which contains heart-warming
articles on the theme Our Response to God’s Call along with
copies of the latest newsletter and other information to
bring members up to date on the League. Please pray for
the residents affected by forest fires in many areas of British
Columbia. 

Manitoba

Rolande Chernichan
Ile des Chenes East,
Manitoba

It is a delight to represent
and report on behalf of
Manitoba’s approximately
2,400 members! Privileged to
host National President Margaret Ann Jacobs at the provincial
council’s Annual Day of Celebration, a workshop, exploring
the League’s spiritual theme and God’s unconditional love
at work through the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit was
presented. The first “CWL VIEW” dialogue was held where

four participants discussed what it means to be a life member.
The Winnipeg annual diocesan convention was held in
Winnipeg. Delegates brought feminine hygiene products
which were assembled as ‘period packs’ and distributed them
to those in need. The guest speakers were Life Member Dr.
Rayleen de Luca who spoke about her League journey and
her work with abused children, and Lutheran Bishop Elaine
Sauer who spoke on the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
A new executive was welcomed with Rose Anne Seymour as
president.
The St. Boniface annual diocesan convention was
held in Narol. Alesa Sutherland presented on elder abuse
and affirmed the provincial council’s promotion of the
program entitled “It’s Not Right!” Archbishop Albert LeGatt
acknowledged that Canada is still learning how to respond
and deal with medical assistance in dying and that palliative
care is more than units in institutions. One parish council
reported on a “Can-Aid-A” project which involved collecting
and donating 150 items each of cereals, soups and protein
products in honour of Canada’s 150th birthday.
The Keewatin-The Pas annual diocesan convention in The
Pas, encompassed a full day workshop entitled “The Bible
and the Virgin Mary – Journey through Scripture”. Although
membership is small, the five northern parish councils
make a difference in the parish and community supporting
League initiatives. Five hundred dollars was donated to The
Salvation Army soup day, paperback books were donated to
correctional centres, and members participated in an Our
Lady of Fatima pilgrimage. One resolution was adopted.
The annual provincial convention, held in Virden, had
attendees treated to a historical tour of the town. Thea
Dennis of Samaritan House (Brandon) made a presentation
on working with the homeless and less fortunate. Since
January, members collected and donated nearly $1,000
in cash and food items in excess of 500 kilograms to food
banks. Parish councils supported the “Tabs for Wheelchair”
program, with this year’s recipient being the daughter of
a member. The afternoon workshop was on the national
theme. One resolution was adopted. A new spiritual advisor,
Fr. Paul Bringleson, was welcomed and installed, as was the
new executive.
Parish councils reported writing in response to
resolutions, supporting “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative
Care” and participating in the lap quilt challenge. Members
participated in the March for Life and walked behind the
provincial council’s pro-life banner.
Gifted and empowered by the Holy Spirit, momentum
is gaining as Manitoba’s members get caught up in the
energy and enthusiasm of hosting next year’s annual national
convention in Winnipeg, which coincides with the 200th
anniversary of the church in Western Canada. Friendly
Manitoba awaits you! 

Military Ordinariate

Coreena Cole
Cold Lake, Alberta

What is the Military
Ordinariate Provincial Council?
Granted status in 1965, the
Military Ordinariate is the 11th
provincial council of the League,
supporting the men and women of the Canadian Armed Forces
and their families at home and abroad. Not the government of
the day, that sometimes makes decisions to put service people
in harms way, but the troops that can be deployed to places of
great danger far away from home.
At the 2015 annual national convention in Vancouver,
two small provincial councils, Prince Edward Island and the
Mililtary Ordinariate, combined as one for the provincial
dinner. During that dinner, Life Member Elaine Black, 2017
annual national convention planning committee chairperson,
suggested or requested that the bags for the convention be
provided by Military Ordinariate. It was pretty much a given
that the bags would display the “Support our Troops” logo.
In May 2016, during the annual provincial convention,
this request was taken to the general assembly. Knowing that
a national convention could never be hosted, the assembly
approved the request, happy to assist Prince Edward Island.
The task to acquire the bags began. Fast forward 13 months.
After careful consideration of special requests such as colour,
material, size, zipper placement, shoulder strap length,
lettering, permission to use the logo and the “Support our
Troops” ribbon, and voilà the bags landed on Elaine’s doorstep.
Many friends and family members have gone to places far
and wide to serve in harm’s way for Canada. Provincial spiritual
advisor, Fr. Chinedu Chukwu is currently serving in Iraq. With
the hope that members are happy with the bags, consider
supporting our troops by:
– Keeping them in your prayers.
– Writing letters to them when they are deployed far away
from family and friends.
– Sending Christmas and Easter cards signed by all
parishioners or boxes filled with goodies that otherwise
would not be available based on their location.
– Assisting families left behind when the soldier is away for
extended periods of time.
– Showing them your support when they come home either
by being at the airport or lining the highways.
Oral Reports continued on page 24
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97th Annual National
Community Life
Ontario Provincial Council

Communications
B.C. & Yukon Provincial Council

2017.01
FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUPREME
COURT DECISION IN R. v. Gladue
FOR INDIGENOUS OFFENDERS

2017.02
MANDATORY AGE VERIFICATION
MECHANISMS FOR
ADULT PORNOGRAPHIC WEBSITES

Whereas,

the Supreme Court of Canada decision, in R. v.
Gladue, recognized that there are mitigating social
and historical circumstances when sentencing
Indigenous offenders, which currently are not
uniformly applied across Canada; and

Whereas,

a Gladue report is a pre-sentencing, case-specific
report which is written and used at any time
where liberty may be lost for Indigenous people
accused of an offence; therefore, be it

Resolved,

that national council of The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada in 97th annual national
convention assembled urge the federal
government to fully implement the R. v. Gladue
decision by directing the courts of Canada to
ensure that Gladue reports are provided to all
judges before sentencing Indigenous offenders.

ACTION PLAN
1. Write to the prime minister, minister of justice and your member of
parliament urging them:
• To become aware of the need to fully implement the Gladue
decision so that comprehensive, individualized reports are made
and used in correctional decision-making for each Indigenous
offender when they enter the correctional system, and for those
already in the system for whom this overarching document has not
been completed
• To ensure that judges, lawyers and legal personnel ask for and
use comprehensive, individualized Gladue reports in correctional
decision-making for Indigenous people.
2. Councils invite an Indigenous person who has come into contact with
the correctional system to share his/her story with them.
3. Monitor the federal government’s response to the request of this
resolution.
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Whereas,

in Canada there are no laws requiring
mandatory age verification mechanisms for
adult pornographic websites; and

Whereas,

Canada’s children and adolescents often have
unrestricted access to Internet-connected
devices, and can easily be exposed to adult
content on websites without restriction –
whether intentionally or otherwise; and

Whereas,

studies show that early exposure to
pornography can often lead to distorted views
of sexuality and its role in fostering healthy
relationships; therefore, be it

Resolved, that national council of The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada in 97th annual
national convention assembled urge the
federal government to enact laws requiring
mandatory age verification mechanisms for
adult pornographic websites.

ACTION PLAN
1. Contact members of parliament, the federal minister of justice,
and the prime minister, requesting that legislation be created to
ensure that adult websites verify the age of their users.
2. Encourage members to become educated on internet safety and
responsible and appropriate technology use.
3. Make members aware of the lack of age verification controls on
adult websites. Encourage them to speak to family members about
the lack of age verification and its possible effects on younger
family members.
4. Monitor the response of government officials to request for new
legislation.

Convention Resolutions
Legislation
Ontario Provincial Council

2017.03
ZERO-RATED STATUS
UNDER THE GOODS AND SERVICES
TAX PROVISIONS OF THE EXCISE TAX ACT
FOR CHILD SAFETY PRODUCTS
Whereas,

Whereas,

the cost of child safety products listed
in the Canada Consumer Product Safety
Act is subject to the goods and services
tax provisions of the Excise Tax Act;
and
the federal government has the authority to
identify certain goods and services as being
zero-rated for the goods and services tax;
therefore, be it

Resolved, that national council of The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada in 97th annual national
convention assembled urge the federal
government to grant zero-rated status for
regulated child safety products under the
goods and services tax provisions of the Excise
Tax Act.

ACTION PLAN
1. Write letters to the federal government requesting the removal of
the federal portion of tax from child safety products.
2. Invite a guest speaker to educate members on the requirements for
the child safety products.
3. Hold a fundraiser for a local young mothers group to purchase
safety products for those in need.
4. Study the list of products in the Canada Consumer Product Safety
Act and ascertain if any other products should be listed as well.
5. Educate the public on the provincial rebate for child safety
products.

Legislation
B.C. & Yukon Provincial Council

2017.04
PROTECTION FROM COERCION
OF CONSCIENCE FOR HEALTHCARE
PROFESSIONALS
Whereas,

under the Criminal Code of Canada, healthcare
professionals do not have protection from
being coerced into referring for, or performing
procedures that are in opposition to their charter
rights of freedom of conscience and religion; and

Whereas,

the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
recognizes and upholds the right of conscience,
religion, thought and belief of all citizens,
including healthcare professionals; therefore, be
it

Resolved, that national council of The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada in 97th annual
national convention assembled urge the federal
government to amend the Criminal Code of
Canada to be consistent with the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms by making it an
offence to coerce healthcare professionals into
referring for, or performing procedures that are
in opposition to their charter rights of freedom
of conscience and religion.

ACTION PLAN
1. Write to the prime minister and attorney general with copies to
your local member of parliament urging them to make it an offence
under the Criminal Code of Canada for healthcare professionals to be
coerced into performing or referring patients for procedures that are
in opposition to their conscience.
2. Educate members and the community on the importance of
healthcare professionals’ right of conscience.
3. Find ways to support healthcare workers who will not perform
procedures that are in opposition to their conscience.

6. Continue to monitor this issue.
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Motion at Convention
At the 97th annual national convention the following motion was presented to
the delegates by National Chairperson of Legislation Nancy Simms:
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– Thanking them for their service when you see them.
– Standing up for them if you don’t think troops should be
deployed overseas to be put in harms way. Speak out. Let the
government know if you think troops require more assistance
with mental health issues and post traumatic stress disorder.
The list is endless and your support can go far.
Keep in mind the League’s mission is “rooted in gospel
values calling its members to holiness through service to the
people of God.” 

New Brunswick

Marie Rackley
Saint John, New Brunswick

Last year I stood before
you in Halifax stating that the
four diocesan councils in New
Brunswick would be sending a
Notice of Motion to Disband
Diocesan Council, to every parish council in the fall of 2016.
2017 marks a year of change. Diocesan presidents from
Bathurst, Edmundston, Moncton and Saint John reported that
the Notice of Motion to Disband was passed at conventions
held in April and May. Rather than four diocesan presidents,
provincial council now has 46 voting delegates, each a parish
council president. The restructuring of the League in New
Brunswick has begun.
The provincial executive meets for a two day workshop
in September to draft and review a policy manual and
restructuring procedure for presentation to parish councils.
The team will subsequently set out on road trips to seven
locations to hold meetings with local councils and members.
News of the restructuring guidelines and a draft of the policy
manual will be brought, giving the membership an opportunity
to ask questions and provide input on the League’s future in
the province. A two day meeting in November will allow for
review and compilation of all concerns and preparation of the
draft policy manual to be presented for approval. Prayers are
requested as we begin this process of major change.
It was an honour to have National President Margaret
Ann Jacobs attend the annual provincial convention in June.
She gave a workshop on Saturday afternoon on Inspired by the
Spirit, Women Respond to God’s Call, to help members recognize
and develop their gifts. On Sunday, information was provided
about the national strategic plan live feed for the 2017 annual
national convention.
Saturday morning, the guest speaker was Yenna
Hurley, executive director of the Oasis Youth Centre in the
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Kennebecasis Valley area. Fifteen hundred youth have walked
through the centre’s doors since its opening in November
2016. The centre, which provides a safe place and a variety
of programs in entertainment, recreation, education and
medical services, also houses two businesses.
Banquet guest speaker Bishop Robert Harris (Saint
John) gave us a brief history of the diocese, celebrating its
175th anniversary this year. It was interesting to note that the
diocese was part of the Charlottetown diocese until 1842.
A motion was passed, and a letter was sent from New
Brunswick Provincial Council to express concern and
objection to the approval of the abortion pill RU-486 by
Health Canada and the provincial government. The pill
becomes available free of charge in the province this year. The
League has opposed the use of RU-486 since 1989 when it
was first suggested that the drug be made available in Canada.
May Our Lady of Good Counsel bless each parish council
as we continue to work “For God and Canada”. 

Newfoundland and Labrador

Barbara McGrath
Woodfords, Newfoundland
and Labrador

It is indeed an honour
and privilege to present my
first oral report as provincial
president of Newfoundland
and Labrador Provincial Council. The position was accepted
at the 37th annual provincial convention, with the knowledge
of many challenges faced by a decreasing and aging
membership. Yet, the newly installed executive will move
forward to continue the great work of the League. Many
wonderful things have happened since the beginning of 2017
including the following:
In March, members from the East coast gathered for a
workshop filled with prayers, presentations and discussions,
beginning with a mass for the Feast of the Annunciation.
The Rosary for Creation and stations of the cross for the sick
and the dying were also celebrated. The day centered around
three very informative presentations, “Inspired by the Spirit,
Women Respond to God’s Call”, “The Eighth Work of Mercy:
Care for our Common Home” and medically assisted suicide.
Members left with a renewed vigour to continue discussions
on these issues.
Councils took part in “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative
Care” on May 4th. This very important day of prayer,
presentations by guest speakers, reflection and discussion
helped bring greater awareness to the important work that

needs to happen to improve hospice palliative care. Citizens
have a right to respect and dignity when they need it the most.
The outstanding display of quilts, prayer shawls and
afghans at the provincial convention was a testimony to
the commitment and concern of members relating to the
palliative care situation. Each beautiful work will help to give
comfort to palliative care patients receiving them.
In June, Mary Queen of the World Parish Council (Mount
Pearl) hosted a very successful provincial convention. It was
an honour to welcome National President Margaret Ann
Jacobs as the keynote speaker. The weekend was filled with
fun, faith, fulfilment, meaningful discussion and reflection on
the issues facing councils.
The provincial council has agreed to support the Catholic
Women’s Leadership Foundation. Members agree with the
goals and realize the importance of the foundation’s work.
Education of Catholic women aspiring to be future leaders is
a fundamental need in today’s society, and the council wishes
the foundation success in this endeavour.
It was a very special and emotional experience to represent
the provincial council at the July 1st Canada 150 celebrations
and Memorial Day ceremonies at the War Memorial in
St. John’s. Members also took part in activities at various
ceremonies throughout the province, continuing the work
“For God and Canada”.
Many exciting things are still happening, with members
meeting challenges head on to carry out the good work. The
provincial council can definitely say that, inspired by the
Spirit, women of Newfoundland and Labrador are responding
to God’s call. 

Nova Scotia

Peggy MacNeil
Iona, Nova Scotia

Members in Nova Scotia
actively participated in the
World Day of Prayer services and
embraced the theme Inspired
by the Spirit, Women Respond to
God’s Call with many innovative
ways to spiritually, physically and financially assist the
needs of others. Additionally, councils participated in the
“12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care” with celebrations
of the Eucharist, guest speakers, rosary recitations and
presentations of lap quilts to hospitals, shelters and
emergency response teams.
Successful workshops on leadership and resolutions
were held in both dioceses this past spring. A fashion show

was held in support of hospice and palliative care in Cape
Breton by Our Lady of Fatima Parish Council (Sydney),
as well as a variety of concerts in support of alleviating
homelessness in Honduras.
It was a delight to bring greetings to several events and
milestones, including two diocesan conventions, hearing
first hand of the wonderful work being done. In April, the
Antigonish annual diocesan convention, held in Sydney and
hosted by St. Theresa Parish Council saw a new diocesan
executive installed. The guest speaker was National
Chairperson of Resolutions Joan Bona who developed the
theme. The Halifax-Yarmouth annual diocesan convention
was held in May, hosted by Immaculate Conception Parish
Council (Truro). The guest speaker was Dr. Saunders, of
Nova Scotia Health Addiction Services, who spoke about
women addicted to opioids. Leadership training is planned
in the diocese in addition to the annual retreat this fall.
The Antigonish diocesan council will hold its annual fall
conference in Stellarton, New Glasgow in October.
The annual provincial convention was hosted by
St. Vincent de Paul Parish Council (Dartmouth). The guest
speaker, Sr. Jovita MacPherson, developed the theme.
Several parish councils were presented with anniversary
certificates ranging from 25 to 96 years of service and
dedication to the League. Provincial Resolution 2017.01
Banning the Marketing of Foods and Beverages to Children
was adopted and forwarded to the national resolutions
committee. Members paid tribute to two life members,
Florence Khattar and Therese Pottie, who passed away.
To strengthen, focus and maintain interest in the
League, funding has been allotted by the provincial
executive to promote a CWL day in the upcoming months
in various regions. The hope is to give members a better
understanding of the League and how it functions, while
encouraging members to take on leadership roles. Members
in nearby councils will be encouraged to attend and bring
a friend with the hope to retain and recruit members from
that day’s session.
As Nova Scotia Provincial Council prepares to celebrate
its 70th anniversary in 2018, the executive strives to assist
and support members in their endeavours and to promote
a positive attitude about the future remaining united and
working with love and kindness “For God and Canada”. 

MISSION STATEMENT
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a national
organization rooted in gospel values calling its members to
holiness through service to the people of God.

FALL 2017 / THE CANADIAN LEAGUE

25

Ontario

Anne Madden
Godfrey, Ontario

Members in Ontario
embraced the Extraordinary
Jubilee Year of Mercy through
projects in every parish council.
Several corporal and spiritual
works of mercy were completed, that led to a deeper spiritual
growth, individually and collectively.
Members also enthusiastically adopted the online reporting
system with over 80% of parish councils completing reports
online. There are more than 540 success stories posted on our
website.
Visits were made to St. Augustine and St. Peter seminaries,
where members met with and made presentations to the
seminarians about the Bishop Bernard F. Pappin Memorial
Bursary and the role of the League in parishes provincially and
nationally.
Through sponsorship and financial support, members
accepted the call to support Syrian refugees by hosting clothing
and household drives. They continued to assist refugees in as
many ways as possible.
With physician assisted dying now legal, members
rallied in support of ethical, excellent palliative and hospice
care. Forums, symposiums, workshops, speaking series and
webcasts were used to keep members informed. Recently, the
provincial government introduced Bill 84 Medical Assistance
in Dying (MAiD) Statute Law Amendment Act that does not
provide conscience protection for doctors and healthcare
providers who conscientiously object to taking part in MAiD.
A vigorous writing campaign was started to make members of
provincial parliament aware of the League’s deep concern for
the province’s lack of conscience protection.
The annual provincial convention was held in Thunder
Bay in July. Past provincial president Pauline Krupa has a
remarkable gift for thinking outside the box. The conventions
have been inspirational and deeply spiritual. This year’s
keynote speaker, Gerald Cardinal LaCroix (Quebec), was
outstanding. His Eminence was joyful and anxious to spend
time with members. The talk was opened to the public where
at least 75 extra people attended. On Tuesday, the afternoon
was dedicated to walking with our Indigenous sisters. The
day culminated with a representative group taking water
from across the province to Lake Superior at the head of the
McIntyre Floodway, where nine First Nations youth chose to
end their lives in the last few years. It ended with a moving
prayer service.
26

THE CANADIAN LEAGUE / FALL 2017

All officer’s and president’s reports were framed around
the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, ensuring engaging
information was shared.
Three resolutions were brought to the floor and adopted.
1. Full Implementation of the Supreme Courts’ Gladue
Decision (1999) for Indigenous Women Offenders
(Ottawa)
2. Inclusion of Nurses in Provincial Bill 163 (Supporting
Ontario First Responders Act) (London)
3. Remove the HST on Essential Children’s Products (Toronto)
A “world café” was featured during convention to discuss
Halifax-Yarmouth Episcopal Vicar for Parish Renewal and
Leadership Support, Fr. James Mallon’s challenge for conversion
for change. It recognized that to survive, parishes must
undergo fundamental transformation. Enthusiastic discussions
ensued and notes were taken and shared with the strategic
planning committee.
The focus for members in Ontario for the next two years
will be homelessness. 

Prince Edward Island

Irene Gallant
Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island

Welcome to beautiful Prince
Edward Island, where members
and councils have shown
great support and generosity
th
in preparation of the 97 annual national convention. The
results of many hours of planning and dedication to ensure an
enjoyable time are evident.
Four area meetings focusing on mentoring were held in
March. A new approach to hold Saturday morning meetings
was successfully tried. Finishing at noon with a potluck lunch,
the new format provided a lot of time for fellowship and
sharing. Attendance increased over last year and evaluations
indicated that this approach was very much appreciated.
The annual provincial convention was held in May. Guest
speakers included the youth team from PEI Right to Life, youth
ambassadors who spoke about their roles at World Youth Day
in Prague (Czech Republic), and Sr. Gemma Dunn who
touched on the national theme and explored five women from
the bible responding to God’s call. Members were extremely
pleased to hear from the youth about their encounters with
Christ and views on faith. Show stopping entertainment was
presented by life members. A decision was made to alternate
host convention sites between Charlottetown and Summerside

in order to accommodate the number of members attending.
Two fall conferences focused on hospice palliative care
and seniors. Members left with a fuller understanding of these
issues. A wall hanging reflecting the One Heart, One Voice,
One Mission: Hospice and Palliative Care theme was made by a
member. Another lucky member went home with it.
Parish councils reported varied activities to further develop
spirituality including retreats with wonderful guest speakers.
Much appreciated funding for the sessions came from the
provincial subsidy program which received 16 applications.
Sad news arrived with the resignation of the provincial
spiritual advisor. During the transition the chairperson of
spiritual development provided great support to parish
councils and the executive. In June, a new spiritual advisor,
who did not hesitate to jump right into the planning activities
for convention, was appointed by the bishop.
Members continued to advocate for the unborn, palliative
care and care of seniors through letters, postcards and e-mails
to provincial and federal governments. A large representation
of members took part in the annual March for Life, where I
had the honour to speak on behalf of the League.
Information is important for any organization. The
provincial executive strives to keep members current
through communiqués, letters, e-mails, Facebook and the
website. Additionally, each provincial executive member
places telephone calls to assigned parish council presidents
throughout the year. Fun and excitement of parish council
activities is communicated through newsletters highlighting
events, pictures and celebrations in respective parish councils.
The 2017 strategic plan, so important in determining
future goals and where limited funds will be utilized, was
ambitious but doable. The provincial executive is looking
forward to another rewarding year implementing the
suggestions and capitalizing on the successes.
May God continue to bless and strengthen councils as we
carry on the work “For God and Canada”. 

Quebec

Linda Chisholm
Beauharnois, Quebec

As newly elected president
it is a great pleasure to
bring greetings from Quebec.
The journey to provincial
presidency began on June
24th, the feast day of Saint John the Baptist. As the patron
saint of Quebec, he blessed the provincial council with a full

slate of officers. A total of 839 members, two diocesan and
eight parish councils, 13 life members and one honorary life
member, Lorette Noble, are the pride of the provincial council.
Suzanne Wiseman was thrilled when presented with a life
member pin by National President Margaret Ann Jacobs. In
October, the life of Frances Puchniak, who passed away on her
102nd birthday was celebrated.
Keeping with the trend of retreat style conventions,
members gathered at the Trinitarian retreat centre in Granby.
Several workshops and prayer service topics were offered,
including human trafficking, wellness, joy of the gospel and
a memorial for victims of the holocaust. Lorette Noble spoke
about the Catholic Women’s Leadership Foundation and
collected the sum of $1,150. Margaret Ann Jacobs’s address
focused on the theme. She reminded us that, “God does not
choose the gifted. God gifts those He calls and chooses.” All
we need to do is say YES! Suzanne Wiseman coordinated the
provincial lap quilts for palliative care project. A log cabin
quilt, where each square was carefully crafted by a different
parish council, is a true work of art.
Provincial spiritual advisor, Fr. John Torrance, challenged
members to respond to Pope Francis’ call in support of
the upcoming World Day of the Poor on November 19,
2017. In response, members have been asked to post event
photographs and comments to the provincial Facebook page.
Members remained diligent with the “Pornography Hurts”
postcard campaign, “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care”
and the resettlement of refugees. Efforts to build relationships
and partnerships with Indigenous sisters have not gone
unnoticed. The League was the highlighted organization at
a celebration mass on the feast of St. Kateri Tekakwitha in
Kahnawake. In the church where St. Kateri’s tomb is found,
past president Ingrid Lefort addressed the congregation about
the League’s work in Canada.
The electronic annual reporting system uncovered an
information flow issue to the parishes. Members of the
provincial executive have been paired with parish presidents
in order to maintain regular contact and be kept abreast of all
projects and communications in a timely manner.
In May, motivated by a desire to build bridges between
the Catholic and Muslim communities, a visit was made to
a local mosque. A presentation by the imam on the basics of
Islam, was followed by a tour of the mosque and a sampling
of some traditional foods. An open invitation to revisit was
extended. Members of the Muslim community will be hosted
by members in September to reciprocate.
Inspired by the Spirit, and through the Grace of God, the
women of Quebec continue to respond to God’s call. 

For God and Canada
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study co-operatives. It is inspiring to visit councils and see
young women join and take on leadership roles. But, it isn’t
happening everywhere.
Parish councils are closing because of aging membership
and lack of new leadership. One of the biggest struggles is
to find new leaders. This issue will be addressed at the fall
workshop with diocesan executive members. Past leaders
must be encouraged to mentor the next generation.
Although the membership numbers are declining, the
celebrations are still big. Many anniversaries have been
celebrated throughout the province ranging from 10 to 90
years. At one celebration, the last remaining charter member
was presented with a 70 year pin. At 94 years of age, this truly
committed member continues to serve by making sandwiches
for seniors.
On any given day during the last year, you could hear
a provincial hum of sewing machines and knitting needles
tapping as the members really got into the lapquilt challenge
for palliative care. Many beautifully finished projects were
displayed at conventions. The women continue to be busy,
forming groups to make quilts for the poor in communities.
A youth centre was most excited to receive brightly coloured
quilts for kids on the street who never before had anything
beautiful to call their own. Many parish councils have ongoing
prayer shawl ministries with hundreds of shawls being
distributed to comfort the ill and the bereaved. Members
volunteer in a variety of places, such as soup kitchens,
clothing depots, hospice care and senior homes. The phrase
“inspired by the Holy Spirit” is evident in parish councils in
Saskatchewan every day as members continue to serve God
in so many ways. 

Saskatchewan

Margaret Schwab
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Saskatchewan – land
of living skies, wide open
spaces and some of the most
committed members in the
League. The three diocesan
councils take in large geographical areas, where presidents
have long distances to travel when visiting parish councils.
One anniversary saw the diocesan president drive four hours
to attend and another four hours to get home that evening! It
is all part of the job.
Five greatly deserved Bellelle Guerin awards were presented
this year to Eileen Danylczuk, Rita Hengen, Anne Kosokowsky,
Ruth Hiebert and Marcella Pederson for dedicated service at
parish, diocesan and provincial levels.
The provincial executive first established a social justice
bursary 12 years ago. Since then, many young women, some
members and other who joined after receiving the award, were
assisted in carrying out their desire to do missionary work.
This year, the award was divided between League member,
Dawn Kellington, to assist in attending a Canadian Catholic
Organization for Development and Peace conference in Ottawa
and Anna Meckleborg, who travelled to Santa Fe, Panama to
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Thank You CWL Members!
Heartfelt thanks to the many members of
the League who have generously donated
to the Catholic Women’s Leadership
Foundation during the initial fundraising
campaign. Many thanks also to Honorary
Life Member Claire Heron, campaign chair,
and her whole team for all their efforts.

Empowering Catholic Women
Anyone interested in donating to the
Foundation can do so through our website
cwlfcanada.ca or mailing address:

Catholic Women’s Leadership Foundation
12241 – 132 St Edmonton AB T5L 1P7

National Council Regretfully Advises
the Passing of Life Members:
Mary Carlin
Guelph, Ontario

Virginia Lynch
Norwood, Ontario

Rita-May Munro
Bedford, Nova Scotia

Mary Pilgrim
Oromocto, New Brunswick

Congratulations to 2017
Bursary Recipients!

I

n 1988, the League received two generous donations in
response to the call for lay formation in Pope John Paul II’s
Exhortation, Christifideles Laici. In light of the expressed
desire of the League to encourage members’ service “For God
and Canada”, the national executive agreed by motion that these
donations be used to establish a bursary fund.
The bursary fund is used to provide financial assistance to
members pursuing studies, courses, seminars, workshops and
diploma/degree programs in areas of, spiritual growth, adult faith
formation, youth ministry, ministry to patients in palliative care,
ministry to shut-ins, parliamentary procedure and literacy tutoring.
Bursary applications are available upon request from national
office or can be downloaded from www.cwl.ca.

Debbie Bulych, Regina, Saskatchewan
Murita Chua, Vancouver, British Columbia
Caroline Cogan, Embrun, Ontario
Neysa Finnie, Vancouver, British Columbia
Kelsey Gay, Calgary, Alberta
Michelle Hergott, Bruno, Saskatchewan
Lori Martine, Oliver, British Columbia
Regina Ramos-Urbano, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Colleen Soetaert, Sturgeon County, Alberta
Cathy Targett, Halifax, Nova Scotia
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On the Spot
Holy Trinity, Trail,
British Columbia
Eight members from Holy Trinity
Parish Council participated in a hike
and an outdoor mass celebrated
by Fr. Bart van Roijen on Pentecost
Sunday.

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council

Canada Post - Canada 150 Stamp Unveiling
On May 31, 2017, The Catholic Women’s League of Canada was
invited to attend the unveiling of a Canada 150 commemorative
stamp at 17 Wing Winnipeg, Canadian Forces Base. Faith Anderson,
past president of Manitoba provincial council represented the
League at this auspicious event.

Ecole Camille J Lerouge students in Red Deer, Alberta
donated bake sale proceeds towards rosary making
supplies. One hundred thirty five rosaries, made by
CWL members of the Sacred Heart Rosary Makers,
were blessed by Fr. Jozef Wroblewski and sent to
Our Lady of the Rosary School (Sylvan Lake) and an
Inuit community in Labrador.

St. Pius X, St. John’s,
Newfoundland and Labrador
Members of the St. Pius X Parish Council gathered
on May 4th for mass, a prayer service for palliative
care and the blessing of beautiful handmade quilts.
The quilts, all made by members, were donated to
the local palliative care unit. A time of fellowship
followed.
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St. Emile,
Winnipeg, Manitoba
St. Emile Parish Council
held a food drive named
“CAN-AID-A 150” in support
of the parish food bank
and Winnipeg Harvest.
Requesting donations of
150 boxes of cereal, 150
cans of soup and 150 cans
of proteins, the council
surpassed the targets with a
total of 594 collected items.

St. Joseph, Petit de Grat, Nova Scotia

St. Joseph Parish Council hosts an annual dinner for
all couples married in the parish and celebrating
anniversaries of 25, 50 and 60+ years of marriage. A
hot turkey meal with all the trimmings is served as well
as dessert, coffee, tea and wine. Pictures are taken and
gifted to each couple. The pictures above and below are
of the 2015 and 2016 dinners.

Holy Family, New Hamburg, Ontario
Holy Family Parish Council
answered the request of
the prayer quilt challenge
and made 28 prayer
blankets. Nineteen were
donated to Hospice
Waterloo Region and nine
were given to Nithview
Nursing Home. Members
enthusiastically embraced
the challenge.

St. Thomas of VillaNova, Topsail,
Newfoundland and Labrador
On April 6th, members of St. Thomas of VillaNova Parish Council
were busy making butter lambs to grace Easter tables, an
innovative way to enjoy fun and friendship.
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Letter to the Editor
May 10, 2017
To the Sisters of the League,
Re: Your story about the CWL in Kincardine, Ontario
I am a member of the St. Roch’s Parish Council in Toronto.
My daughter lives in Kincardine, not a member, but teaches in St. Anthony of Padua School.
Someone from the CWL heard the sad news about my granddaughter, 24 years old, had cancer.
So your (our) dear sisters made her a prayer blanket with lots of threads, as someone would tie
a knot and say a prayer for her. She took this blanket to London, Ontario for each treatment –
chemo and radiation.
Thank you to all who prayed for her. She is 3 years and 2 month cancer free. In September, she
will be entering York University for her final 2 years of nursing.
My prayers are with the CWL in thanksgiving.
Barbara Cossarini
My granddaughter’s name is Melissa Bennet, born in Kincardine.

WELCOME NEW LIFE MEMBERS

The League welcomed nine new life members at the 97th annual national convention in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.
In alphabetical order, the 2017 recipients were: Hilda Aube, Anna Brady, Mary Capobianco, Jeannie Coleman, Louise Doiron,
Sharon Geiger, Gisela Montague, Jean Reader (in absentia) and Suzanne Wiseman. 
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TECHNOLOGY:
FOR BETTER OR WORSE
Ingrid LeFort
National Sub-committee Chairperson for Communications

S

ome people I meet think I grew up with computers
and the Internet because I seem to embrace it so.
Encountering computers throughout my childhood,
teenage and even university years on a sporadic basis, I realized,
at one point, that much can be accomplished with their use. In
the past 15 years, I have witnessed technology’s rapid advance.
What could once be done with rather expensive equipment,
can now be accomplished by a smartphone in most everyone’s
hand.
Let me begin with the gift I see in all this technology –
interconnectedness. It has never been easier for families to stay
in touch, sharing photographs by e-mail and Facebook, video
calls using Skype, Messenger or Facetime – all free options
available to those who have access to the Internet. Early birds
or night owls can be connected to others who may also be up
reading, sharing a video, a chat conversation, or even a time of
prayer. The Internet and its access through a home computer,
laptop, tablet, cellular telephone or the local library, opens up
a worldwide window allowing people to share, learn, connect,
play and purchase.
I am personally moved by the number of people wishing to
share their knowledge with others, never really knowing who
they may be. There are numerous online blogs where people
impart their passion for a hobby, a cause or a personal interest.
Have you dreamed of learning some country line dancing,
how to knit a specific stitch or how to sing the psalm for next
Sunday’s mass? Chances are a how to video has been shared
to YouTube on those very things. Aside from some informal
learning from unknown peers, many opportunities for online
courses are available. With the arrival of the iPod and the iPad,
there are downloadable podcasts and iTunes U classes that you
can consult without ever having to move to a new city.
Connecting, however, can sometimes be seen as a negative
element as many people have a hard time disconnecting.
Numerous people have their device near them at all times,
checking their work e-mails at any time of the day or night.
Although it is wonderful to feel only minutes or seconds away
from contacting someone, it is important to also be able to
connect with the real live people around you. This may sound
funny, but it may become a problem for younger generations.
How many of you still enjoy sitting around the table with
a board game or a deck of cards? Playing is important, not just
for kids. As we play we learn, we get our mind active, we can
have fun or sometimes awaken a spirit of competition. Tablets,

cellular telephones, computers, etc., offer an unimaginable
amount of games which can be played individually, as a group,
or with a large community of people around the world.
The Internet can allow us to purchase items, as one would
with a catalogue, and receive it in the mail. Movie rentals,
e-books or music albums may be purchased and downloaded
in seconds with the use of a gift or credit card.
It may appear that this article has only highlighted the
benefits of technology, but there must be some downside too,
right? There is. The Internet is no different from everything else
in our world. Some people will steal someone’s purse or wallet
or try to fool you with a get rich quick scheme over the phone
or in the mail. This can happen by Internet as well. Internet
can bring people closer together, but it can also emphasize
division.
And let’s not forget the most exasperating or frustrating
part of it all. Troubleshooting, when the device does not seem
to be cooperating! My first overwhelming feeling is to shake it
or hit it. That does not work! Stay calm. At times, the bugs and
glitches are no one’s fault, and inexplicably reoccur, disappear
or get ironed out with a new update. The plethora of software
changes can be overwhelming and difficult to keep up with.
If you have ever tried learning a new language, you know
that stress makes things worse. The same goes for technology.
Learn what you need to and have fun learning. Remember that
technology offers us tools to accomplish our goals and should
not exist to rule over us. We won’t all learn to do the same
things with these tools and that is okay. I might use my cell
phone as an alarm clock or to print documents; someone else
may use it as an occasional flashlight or to call home regularly.
We are encouraged to use the tools we have to live and
share as people of faith. How can we do this? Most of us
already are by:
• Calling someone who is sick to check up on them.
• E-mailing an invitation to new parishioners for a
potluck or other event.
• Sharing a favourite prayer or bible quote.
• Setting a reminder or nudge that Lent or Advent is
around the corner.
• Downloading a way of the cross to squeeze it in to a
busy schedule.
• Downloading a favourite hymn to listen to when
driving in traffic feels hectic.
• Being church on a mission. 
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Introducing
June Fuller

Rolande Chernichan

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial
President

Manitoba Provincial President

G

rowing up on a farm
north of Chauvin
(Alberta), June Fuller
vividly remembers the importance
of attending the local church and
the work of the League within the
parish. Her mother Alice was a charter member of Sacred Heart
Parish Council and inspired June to join Holy Family Parish
Council in St. Albert in 1991. In some small way she felt she
could contribute to the new parish and meet other ladies who
shared her faith. During her 26 year membership, June has held
executive positions at the parish, diocesan and provincial levels
for 24 of those years. In 2016, she had the distinct honour of
receiving a life membership.
Celebrating 40 years of marriage in October, June and
her husband Dave have been blessed with two children,
Tiffany (Troy) and Darin (Nicole), and two beautiful granddaughters, Danica and McKenna. She has worked in the
medical field for the past 42 years and continues to work
full-time as an administrative assistant in diagnostic imaging.
June’s parish roles include coordinator for the usher’s
ministry, an extraordinary minister of communion and a
member of the liturgical committee. She is also a committee
member for the annual “Faith, Fitness & Fun Run” that
supports St. Joseph Seminary and Newman Theological
College. Recently, June was recruited as the recording secretary
for the board meetings of Star of the North Retreat Centre in St.
Albert. Over the years, June has been part of other committees
as a League representative. A highlight was serving on the
2012 annual national convention planning committee that was
held in Edmonton, and the gala fundraising committee for the
100th anniversary of the formation of the CWL in the diocese of
Edmonton that same year.
June attributes her League participation in helping to
grow both personally and spiritually, along with the incredible
opportunity to travel and meet so many wonderful ladies from
across Canada. 

Magazine
Deadlines
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olande joined the new
council of Notre Dame
de Lorette (Lorette),
becoming its first president
in 1989-1991, serving on
the executive in many other
positions over the years. To
keep members connected and informed, she initiated the
council’s monthly newsletter that continues to this day. An
interest in resolutions led her to assist in the research and
preparation of 19 resolutions from her parish, five of which
have been adopted at national level. In 1993 Archbishop
Antoine Hacault (St. Boniface) presented Rolande with the
Prix Evangelium award in recognition of her parish service as
volunteer coordinator of catechesis and her service in many
other parish ministries. As a 27 year member in the League,
Rolande was awarded a maple leaf service pin in 2012 and
was presented with life membership in 2016.
Dedicated service as recording secretary, resolutions
chairperson and as president for the St. Boniface Diocesan
Council also saw Rolande co-develop and help facilitate
two workshops aimed at League training and leadership
training, in addition to co-initiating two diocesan
resolutions.
Rolande held the position of sub-committee
chairperson of resolutions and was elected to
second vice-president and resolutions, first vice-president
and spiritual development, president-elect and chairperson
of organization and is currently serving as the provincial
president. She was appointed and served on the national
resolutions committee, as a charter member of the
Manitoban Association of Parliamentarians and as a
member in the National Association of Parliamentarians.
She generously shares her knowledge when needed.
The oldest girl (and fraternal twin) in a family of 13,
Rolande and her husband Bob, celebrating 44 years of
marriage, are blessed with children and grandchildren. 

Winter issue – November 15, 2017
Spring issue - February 15, 2018
Fall issue – July 15, 2018

Congratulations to the following centenarians!
Catherine Newton
105 years old on March 29, 2017
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Council
Wiarton, Ontario
Irene LaFrance
105 years old on April 13, 2017
St. Charles Garnier Parish Council
Kelowna, British Columbia
Kay Pelechaty
103 years old on August 31, 2017
Good Shepherd Parish Council
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba
Irene Cherneski
102 years old on May 2, 2017
St. Gerard Parish Council
Yorkton, Saskatchewan
Lena Demarse
101 years old on April 5, 2017
St. Anne Parish Council
Tecumseh, Ontario

Elizabeth Hancock
101 years old on February 11, 2017
St. Mary of the Assumption
Parish Council
St. Catharines, Ontario
Ann Clarke
100 years old on May 25, 2017
St. Ann Parish Council
Quesnel, British Columbia
Victoria Bisaro
100 years old on May 5, 2017
Holy Trinity Parish Council
Trail, British Columbia
Rita Andrews
100 years old on April 11, 2017
St. Luke Parish Council
Calgary, Alberta

Rita McGuire
100 years old on June 9, 2017
St. Stephen Parish Council
North Vancouver, British Columbia
Columbe Burritt
100 years old on April 10, 2017
Ste. Anne Parish Council
Mattawa, Ontario
Margo Raynard
100 years old on April 10, 2017
St. Mary Immaculate Parish Council
Elora, Ontario
Reine Lessard
100 years old on June 14, 2017
St. Vital Parish Council
Battleford, Saskatchewan
Louise Lane
100 years old on July 17, 2017
Good Shepherd Parish Council
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba

Congratulations!

Congratulations to parish councils celebrating anniversaries!
95 YEARS
St. Andrew Parish Council
Oakville, Ontario

90 YEARS
St. Augustine Parish Council
Taber, Alberta

75 YEARS
St. John the Apostle Parish Council
Kingston, Ontario

St. Anne Parish Council
Tecumseh, Ontario

St. Michael Parish Council
Cudworth, Saskatchewan

St. Joachim Parish Council
Saint John, New Brunswick

St. John the Evangelist Parish Council
Campbell’s Bay, Ontario

St. Rita Parish Council
Rockyford, Alberta

50 YEARS
Saint John the Baptist Parish Council
Halifax, Nova Scotia

St. Patrick Parish Council
Merlin, Ontario

80 YEARS
Sacred Heart Parish Council
Kimberly, British Columbia

St. Simon and St. Jude Parish Council
Belle River, Ontario

25 YEARS
Good Shepherd Parish Council
Lakeshore, Ontario
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PLANNING STRATEGICALLY PROGRESS REPORT:

Supplement to The Canadian League

B U I L D I N G O N F O U N D AT I O N -

A synopsis of the town hall meeting and planning
strategically that took place at the 97th annual national
convention in Charlottetown by National Past President
Barbara Dowding on behalf of the Steering Committee.
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“History in the making!”
T

his is how National President Margaret Ann Jacobs
described using 21st century communication
techniques at the annual national convention in
Prince Edward Island. For the first time, members were
able to participate in a cross country town
hall
ow
wn ha
all iinitiative
niiti
tiat
ativ
at
tiv
ive of
of
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada
help
da to
oh
ellp
el
p
plan strategically for the future!
For months the hype was building
that something new and innovative was
as
going to take place at the convention.
Across Canada small groups gathered,
some for breakfast on the west coast,
others for tea in the east, to watch
the live feed of proceedings and join
their League sisters who were present in
Charlottetown.
On Tuesday, August 8th, those in attendance
enda
en
danc
da
ncee
and those who linked into the live feed
heard
welllll
d he
hear
ard
ar
d we
w
known researcher Dr. Reginald Bibby speak about Canada’s
Catholics and explain the state of faith life in Canada today.
It was heartening, affirming and validating to hear him
speak of hope for the future of the church in Canada. While
that church may look different than the church of today,
he commented that faith remains important to Catholics.
He shared how women are open to greater involvement in
activities that resonate with their lives, and particularly as
they impact their families. His findings were consistent with
what many League sisters know instinctively, while at the
same time he challenged the status quo. His concluding
remarks were a kind of rallying cry for members. Dr. Bibby
challenged us, “You have so much to bring, so bring it!” It
was a timely message which made it clear that now is the
time to plan strategically for the future.
The town hall meeting took place directly following
Dr. Bibby’s presentation. It provided an opportunity
to share thoughts and dialogue with other members
about the League. Groups of members who were not at
convention were encouraged to join convention goers by
going online to answer a series of questions posed by
strategic planning consultant Donna Dunn. Each group
was given five minutes to discuss a question and come
to a consensus about what the group’s one or two word
answer would be. When the groups were given the prompt
on their computer/cell phone/tablet, they could type in the
group response and all answers appeared immediately

on the screens on the convention floor. It was like magic:
participants could see everyone’s thoughts all at the same
time. Watching the technology at work with questions
being asked in real time then seeing the responses flowing
devices
on to the big screens was exciting
from
fr
o tthe
om
he d
he
e ic
ev
ices
es rright
i
frankly unbelievable. Participants
aand,
an
nd,
d ffor
orr ssome,
o
were
we
w
ere
re ssharing simultaneously with members
across
aac
cro Canada! What a great way to feel like
a part of the convention for those who
were unable to attend. (The session is
w
sstill available for viewing by visiting cwl.
cca and clicking on the Charlottetown
2017 Quick Link. Scroll down to “Building
2
on Foundation, the League of the Future
o
Part
P
Pa
a 1, August 8, 2017”. All councils
ccould
co
ou
ulld view this 45 minute broadcast at a
meeting
m
me
eettin
ing
g and modify the questions for their own
The
ccouncils!
coun
co
oun
u ci
cils
illss! T
Th
hee answers, recorded and submitted on
paper to the council secretary, could be very enlightening
and help to set the stage for change locally!)
Questions asked were:
1. Of what are you most proud?
2. What should the League emphasize and promote?
3. What is the biggest change, challenge or opportunity
facing the League?
4. What would you like to see the League do differently?
5. What would you like to see the League stop doing?
6. What does the future of the League look like to you?
Curious as to the outcome? Keep on reading….
The next day of convention included Part 2 of BUILDING
ON FOUNDATION….THE LEAGUE OF THE FUTURE. (This
session is also available for viewing by visiting cwl.ca as
above. Look for Part 2. This could also be viewed at a
council meeting, perhaps after the council has participated
in Part 1.)
Members of the steering committee each played a part
in the presentation. The steering committee is comprised
of National President Margaret Ann Jacobs, National
President-Elect Anne Gorman, myself as national past
president, Honorary Life Member Danielle McNeil-Hessian,
Ontario Provincial Past President Pauline Krupa, Quebec
Provincial Past President Ingrid Lefort, Vancouver Diocesan
Past President Roxanne McDonald and Executive Director
Kim Scammell. Margaret Ann introduced the members and
what follows is a synopsis of their presentations.
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Barb Dowding: Why Planning Strategically

Margaret Ann Jacobs: Progress to Date

“I was asked as national past president to explain
why strategic planning was initiated. For me, the most
obvious and telling signs of the times come in the form
of statistics as was clearly explained by Dr. Bibby. A
steady and predictable declining membership and lack
of willing leaders is the League’s current reality.

Margaret Ann provided an update of projects
undertaken. As a result of a roundtable discussion at
the fall 2016 national executive meeting it was decided
there needed to be a plan to move forward but only
with unanimous commitment of the executive members.
The plan included:

“In too many cases, parish councils struggle to get
new members, to elect a full slate of officers or even
to find a president. There is little or no connection
between members and other levels of the League.
Members complain because meetings are tedious or
boring. New members come once or twice, never to be
seen again. Other newer members want action or social
justice and prefer to leave funeral receptions to those
who enjoy that!

• A review and re-evaluation of previous studies
(Woman to Woman, Witnessing to the Future 2000
and Social Marketing & Framework 2007)

“The decline did not happen overnight. National,
provincial, diocesan and parish council executives
over the years have been managing the trend as best
as they could. Various programs and initiatives were
developed but leadership continues to be a problem
and membership continues to shrink. Add to this
the fast pace of technology, competition for women’s
precious time and new ways of practicing the faith.
The League is not alone, however! In general, nonprofit groups are vying for relevance, members and
engagement.
“I am convinced the League is on the right path,
at the very least, to investigate the possibilities as the
100th anniversary of the League approaches. There is
so much to celebrate, to hang on to and to cherish.
Throughout League history adaptations have taken
place when the signs of the times indicated adaptation
was necessary, and I believe members are being called
to do so again.
“What inspires me and gives me hope is the deep
desire to persevere. The strong desire to keep the
League alive, the sincere desire to make sure the
League remains a force for good in Canada and in
parishes. A passionate desire continues to exist to be
a voice for the voiceless and a heart for those who
need mercy. That all women will have the opportunity
to grow in faith like so many of us have and ensure
the League remains the beacon of integrity for which it
is known. Let’s go forward with courage, zeal and trust
in the Holy Spirit and see where we are being asked to
go!”

3
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• An update of statistics concerning Catholic women
today
• The striking of a steering committee to oversee the
process
• A commitment by the “presidents three” i.e.,
immediate past, current and immediate future national
presidents to form the initial committee and remain
active on the committee until the strategic plan was
adopted
• A commitment to report at the winter 2017 national
executive meeting and bring recommendations for
further action.
Formal approval was given to begin the process
in winter 2017. It was understood in the Terms of
Reference for the committee that the plan must address
all levels of the League and that it should extend over
at least five years. Since then, the following steps have
taken place:
• Tecker International was hired as the consulting firm
to guide planning efforts, with Donna Dunn being
chosen as the principal consultant for the project.
• Four members were added to the strategic planning
committee – Danielle, Roxanne, Pauline and Ingrid.
All literature studied was forwarded to them.
• A strategic planning design session was held on
May 13th and was facilitated by Ms. Dunn, with
members of the strategic planning committee
and the national administrative committee in
attendance. The purpose of the meeting was to
identify environmental opportunities and challenges,
establish desired outcomes for the planning process,
clarify the strategic planning process, and establish
measures of success and next steps.
• Sub-committees were assigned in the areas of
current member needs (Anne), prospective member
needs (Roxanne), communications (Barbara), best

practices
pr
rac
a ti
t ces
ces an
ce
aand
nd
d in
iinnovation
no
ova
vati
tion
n ((Ingrid),
Ingr
In
g id
gr
id),
), p
programs
rogr
ro
g am
gr
ms aan
and
nd
activities (Pauline), structure and governance
(Danielle) and collaboration with key stakeholders
(Margaret Ann).
• Two more teleconference calls were held to update
the committee.
• Barbara attended a seminar in Vancouver entitled
Associations2015, High Performance Associations of
Tomorrow
• Kim attended a session Turning Strategy into Action
for senior leaders in non-profits.

Roxanne McDonald: Summary of Envisioned
Future Workshop
Roxanne presented a summary of the envisioned
future workshop the national executive and steering
committee members had experienced on August 4th and
5th with Ms. Dunn.
“If you are looking for a way to get your mind to
start thinking ‘outside the box’ I would encourage you to
attend a strategic planning session. It’s a process filled
with new possibilities and opportunities and can help
turn your thinking upside down and inside out!
“The group learned the working definition of strategy:
an organized response to the environment, based upon a
particular set of goals that seeks optimal benefits to the
organization’s members by building on strengths and/or
building up weaknesses. Members know the League has
so many wonderful strengths and they are looking for
new ways to keep building on those strengths while at
the same time identifying any weaknesses that may be
undermining goals.

reach
re
eac
a h ssu
success;
ucc
cces
ess;
s; aand
nd
d tto
o dete
de
determine
ete
t rm
rmin
inee wh
in
what
at w
would
ou
uld
dn
need
eeed to
ob
be
e
redesigned, refined, revised, developed, implemented,
created, studied, established, increased or decreased.
There are so many questions to be asked and so
many opportunities to be explored. The process is just
beginning.
“The day ended with probably more unanswered
questions than answered questions but the group
left with a sense of great things to come. Planning
strategically is a long and complicated process. It will
entail further involvement from all members, input from
yesterday’s town hall meeting, more conversations and
discussion and much research before any decisions are
made. What will this change look like for the League?
What will the League look like in 10 years from now? No
one knows, but I believe that if we open our hearts and
let the Holy Spirit inspire and guide us in His will for
the League, we can be assured that we will continue to
respond to God’s call for the next 100 years.”

Kim Scammell and Ingrid LeFort: Summary
of Town Hall Session
In an interactive and fun setting Kim and Ingrid
reviewed the results. Using the screen and graphics, they
highlighted major similarities and focused on the top
rated responses. Remember the six questions? Here’s the
breakdown and graphics to go with the questions.
1. Of what are you most proud?

“The group looked at the core ideology which
clarifies what doesn’t change for an organization in an
environment of rapid and unpredictable change. Three
components of core ideology were discussed: 1) The
League’s core purpose, which is its reason for being; 2)
The League’s mission, i.e., what it is, what it does and
how it is done; and 3) The League’s core values, which
are the essential and enduring tenets of the organization,
its guiding principles. The group was challenged to name
those things about the League that will never change
because they are so deeply regarded as important.
“The group was tasked to look ahead and imagine
what the League would look like in 10 years: to list all
the possible barriers that could prevent the League from
reaching these goals; to determine what steps would be
necessary to help manoeuvre through these barriers to
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Prayer/spirituality
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Social justice/advocacy
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Ministry
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Resolutions
Governmental relations/influence
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3. What is the biggest change, challenge or opportunity facing the League?
Aging membership/engaging young
Recruitment
Leadership
Multiculturalism/immigrant women
Relevance/providing value for money
Diversity of membership/inclusiveness
Response

Technology
Evangelization
Change/letting go
Formation of laity/role of women
Membership engagement
Addressing needs of women
Perception of the league, public image
Sanctity of life
Providing spirituality for all
Education of membership
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4. What would you like to see the League do differently?
Streamline/change structure
Better communication
Restructure meetings/vibrant meetings
Increase/better training at parish level

Response

Improve/more technology
Increase visibility locally
Increase/emphasize spiritual development
Minimize reporting
Unified focus/reduce # of projects/longer
More coordination with pastor/church
Become more welcoming at parish level
Provide more opportunities for socialization
Simplify/reduce standing committees
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5. What would you like to see the League stop doing?

6. What does the future of the League look like to you?

Kim and Ingrid shared their joy and hope in the process that will help League sisters journey together with courage,
knowing that the Holy Spirit will guide the League towards the future.
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Pauline Krupa: One Member’s Passion
Pauline was asked to speak about when she first got
passionate about the League. She shared, “It was when I was
asked to be the provincial resolutions standing committee
chairperson. I can honestly stand before you today and say
that I disliked resolutions the most and would have slept
on a bed of nails to avoid it. Have I mentioned the Lord’s
plans? During my first government visit, I noticed that one of
the ministers we met with was actually nervous….I realized in
that moment that the League is a force to be reckoned with.
“In that two years I grew to love the League and all
that we are as women rooted in gospel values. We live our
baptismal call. We are not volunteers. We are women of
service. My involvement in the League has brought me to
places far beyond what I could have ever imagined I would
accomplish in my lifetime... the best part…I have learned
to ‘let go and let God!’ There is no doubt… the League has
molded me into the woman standing before you … and my
knees are hardly knocking!
“At the annual national convention last August Fr. Mallon
set the stage for what has been the beginning of a
conversation for change. He asked three questions and
gave three observations. He asked, ‘As CWL what do you
celebrate most? As CWL how can you reinforce your stance
of engagement to the world? As you seek to fulfill your
mission outlined in your mission statement are you more
committed to mission or methodology? That is, how do you
do things; what are your structures; how are these applied
to evangelization? Do we cling to how we do things rather
than why we do things?’ He observed, ‘To survive parishes
must undergo fundamental transformation from maintenance
to mission. Parish based CWL councils will have to show
flexibility. CWL members will tip the balance in determining
whether parishes will be in maintenance/decline or mission/
growth mode.’
“We have received our marching papers to go out and
change, engage, seek the lost sheep and then throw the best
party ever, to embrace change. We, the CWL are mission on
this earth! Are you ready to bring the conversation to life?
I can hardly wait to roll up my sleeves and be part of the
change…”

Danielle McNeil-Hessian: Hope for the Future
Danielle shared her testimony on what attracted her to the
League and compelled her to stay active and involved. She
shared, “Actually I can honestly say that nothing attracted
me to the League. My journey began in 1983. There was no
council in my parish of St Ignatius in Bedford, Nova Scotia,
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and to be honest I knew nothing about the League. There
was a women’s group in the parish to which I did not belong.
Like many of you I joined the League not because I needed
something else to do in my life but to serve the Lord and the
parish.
“On the night of the organizational meeting, with
the leaders from the diocese where they were informing
the women all about the League and why the women of
the parish should join, I was at my father-in-law’s wake.
And wouldn’t you know it, I was elected, or should I say
appointed by the process of elimination, the charter president!
That was my first step on what was to become my League
journey.
“When my council wrote a resolution that was adopted at
all levels, I fell in love with resolutions. There was something
very powerful about belonging to the largest organized
women’s group in the country, exploring social justice
issues and knowing that our leaders had an audience with
government. Social justice through resolutions and action
became my passion.
“With the journey came opportunities to break bread with
committed faith filled women, to grow in faith through the
example of my sisters I met on the road, and to participate
in prayer services prepared by creative thinkers such as Betty
Anne Brown Davidson, Margaret Ann Jacobs and Jacqueline
Nogier, true women of faith.
“Who wouldn’t be passionate about an organization that
provided such opportunities? Every member has a story of
times when their light grew brighter or was extinguished.
“At every level I became more enthusiastic about the
League and received more than I gave. Each act of service
whether at the parish, diocese, province or national level
brought with it a new challenge and a sense of gratitude for
the gift of the League.”
Danielle then expressed her hope for the League in
the world in the future. “Of course I would like to see the
League a vibrant respected organization well into the future.
If only we could see a preview of the League in the future.
Unfortunately there is no movie to show us what the future
will bring. We are at the beginning of the movie today. There
is an opportunity to step out of the box to create something
new while respecting our history.
“As an almost 100 year old organization we stand on the
shoulders of those who came before us and we do not want
to be the generation that causes the foundation to crumble
or to drop the ball as the League becomes irrelevant in our
church, society and the world.
“I hope to see the League in the future consist of
members representing the diversity within the church, women

conventions to allow for diocesan/parish input.

of all ages who are energized, rejuvenated and inspired to
make a difference within their parish, community, country
and the world. It is my hope that we listen to the message
and create the change to lead us into the next 100 years of
members being the change they want to see in the world!”

• To have steering committee members meet by
teleconference and select one member at each diocesan
table who will be the liaise and ambassador for the
steering committee in the diocese

Anne Gorman: Next Steps in the Process

• To engage the steering committee in a third draft of the
plan with input from the diocesan executives

Anne outlined what the next steps would be in the
process. The process, while structured, must remain fluid
and must be adaptable as the findings are revealed. The
next steps are:
• To have steering committee members visit provincial
executive meetings in order to get provincial/diocesan
input on the research done, the envisioned future and
the results of the town hall
• To have steering committee members meet by
teleconference and select one member at each provincial
table who will be the liaise and ambassador for the
steering committee in the province
• To have the steering committee meet in advance of
the fall 2017 national executive meeting to collate the
information from the provincial executives in preparation
for national executive discussion
• To present the draft vision, mission and values, goals
and objectives, and key and critical issues identified to
the national executive for approval before developing
strategies.
• To engage the sub-committees with the development of
potential strategies to attain the goals and objectives,
and address the key and critical issues
• To have the steering committee meet in advance of the
winter 2018 national executive meeting to assess the
necessity, feasibility and appropriateness of each strategy
proposed by the sub-committees to create a list of
priorities for a comprehensive strategic plan

• To engage the sub-committees with the development of
potential multi-year plans to implement the strategies
that have been agreed upon
• To present the final draft of the strategic plan to the
national executive at its 2018 pre-convention meeting
for approval, along with the plan for implementation,
including a Terms of Reference for an implementation
committee that will include timelines and committee
composition, including task forces to address each
component of the plan
• To present a recommendation as to the process for
monitoring, evaluating and updating the strategic plan
at regular intervals by the national executive at its 2018
pre-convention meeting
• To make a final formal presentation of the approved plan
to the delegates at the 2018 annual national convention
As we take the next steps including teleconferencing,
evaluating and planning for the provincial workshops this
fall and monitoring our work each step of the way, Margaret
Ann and Kim will guide us along this path of planning
strategically. We hope this process will be fun, interactive
and informative. Look for more soon on the CWL webpage
as we move into these uncharted waters. With our wise
leadership and the good of the League at heart, we ask Our
Lady of Good Counsel to stay with us along the way and
the Holy Spirit to give light to our minds and strength to our
wills.

• To engage the steering committee in a second draft of
the plan with input from the national executive

As Margaret Ann concludes, “We want the League of
the future to truly reflect the strength and wisdom of its
founders and embrace an envisioned future where core
purpose, values and mission are timely and responsive to
the needs of others.”

• To present the second draft of the plan at diocesan (or
provincial where applicable) pre-convention meetings or

Are you ready to be transformed? Yes, Lord Yes, Yes,
Lord! 

• To present the draft plan to the winter 2018 national
executive meeting for input
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ALL ABOARD FOR THE 2018
ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION
Janet McLean

Y

ou read it correctly - All Aboard! The 2018 100th
anniversary project is an invitation to travel by train to
the annual national convention in Winnipeg, Manitoba,
August 12-15, 2018. Imagine how much fun it would be
travelling to or from the convention, just as members did during
the first 40-50 years of the League’s existence. VIA Rail will never
be the same!
A trip on The Canadian, VIA’s legendary transcontinental
train travelling between Toronto and Vancouver, is something
Canadians should experience.
Service is also offered from the
Maritimes and throughout the
corridor, between Quebec City
and Windsor, to Toronto making
it accessible to many members.
Choose to travel one way
or return. The Canadian (train
#1) leaves Toronto, Ontario, on
Thursday, August 9th at 10:00
p.m. and arrives in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, on Saturday, August
11th at 8:00 a.m. Eastbound, the
train leaves Winnipeg, Manitoba, on Thursday, August 16th at
10:30 p.m. and arrives in Toronto, Ontario, on Saturday, August
18th at 9:30 a.m.
Coming from the west? The Canadian (train #2) leaves
Vancouver, British Columbia, on Tuesday, August 7th at 8:30 p.m.
and arrives in Winnipeg, Manitoba, on Thursday, August 9th at
8:45 p.m. Westbound, the train leaves Winnipeg, Manitoba, on
Thursday, August 16th at 11:45 a.m. and arrives in Vancouver,
British Columbia, on Saturday, August 18th at 9:42 a.m.
The League has been given the discount code 13562 by VIA,
offering a 10% discount off the best available fare in economy,
economy plus, business, business plus and sleeper class. This
discount is valid for travel between August 7th and August 17th,
2018 from all stations throughout the VIA system to and from
Winnipeg. The fare applies to a maximum of two passengers
per booking; one complimentary stopover is allowed at no
additional charge.
More
information
is
available
on
VIA’s
website (viarail.ca) including descriptions of available
accommodations on The Canadian: economy and
sleeper class upper and lower berths, single rooms and
44
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bedrooms for two. Sleeper class fares include all meals cooked
by a chef on board the train. With economy class fares, meals are
available for purchase in the activity car or food may be brought
on board.
Several important points to know about train travel before
booking:
1. VIA Rail travels on Canadian National Railway’s tracks, where
freight trains are given priority. Down time is included in
the schedule, however, trains can be late due to unforeseen
circumstances.
2. You need to be mobile to travel by
train as it can move quickly and with
a swaying motion.
3 Upper berths or bedroom bunks
require you to climb a ladder to/from
the berth/bunk
while the train is moving.
4. If you can’t live without the Internet
or access to cell service while on
board, then you may have a problem.
Internet service is not available on
the train and cell phone service is
only available at certain station stops.
5. Book early to get the best price and accommodation as summer
is peak season. Tickets may be purchased up to 11 months
in advance, which means tickets for August can be purchased
starting in late September.
6. Take the train if you want to meet people from around the world,
see Canada from a whole new perspective, relax and let go of
stress.
To book online, log into your profile or create one prior to
booking. On the passenger information screen, select convention
fare from the discount type drop-down
menu. Enter the convention discount
code (13562) in the discount code field.
The conference fare will be shown on the
next page. Travel may also be booked by calling
VIA at 1-888-842-7245. Remember to provide
the discount code to the booking agent.
If you have any questions about
travelling to the 2018 national convention
by train, I will be happy to help you and can
be reached at cwlconventiontrain@gmail.com.
ALL ABOARD!
Janet McLean

97th Annual National
Convention
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