
 

 

 

25 September 2017 

 

 

 

His Holiness Pope Francis 

Vatican City 
  
Most Holy Father, 

 

Fraternal greetings in Jesus Christ from the Catholic Bishops of Canada. 

 

We are gathered this week for our annual Plenary Assembly in Cornwall, Ontario, 

situated on the banks of the St. Lawrence River. Centuries ago, this river, which connects the 

mainland to the Atlantic Ocean, served as a major missionary route. While it is seen today as the 

most important commercial waterway in Canada, it remains an emblem of our country’s past and 

tangible connection with first missionaries to this land.  

 

The historical importance of our meeting this week in this venue takes on further 

significance because Canada is currently celebrating the 150
th

 anniversary of Confederation. As 

the Bishops of Canada, we wanted to make a unique spiritual contribution to the national 

celebrations that have been underway over the course of 2017. Accordingly, tomorrow, the 

liturgical feast of Saints Jean de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues, Priests and Companions, Martyrs, 

Secondary Patrons of our country, we shall gather for a Solemn Mass in Ottawa, our nation’s 

capital, at the Cathedral Basilica of Notre-Dame, at the conclusion of which we, along with the 

faithful, will jointly consecrate Canada to the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Since 2017 also marks the 50
th

 anniversary of the Canadian Catholic Organization for 

Development and Peace – Caritas Canada, which the Bishops of Canada founded in 1967 on the 

inspiration of Populorm Progressio, we will also pray in a particular way for the organization’s 

staff and volunteers, the poor and marginalized whom they serve, and the many Canadians who 

give generously in the name of charity and solidarity as taught by Our Lord.  

 

Our agenda for the coming days is charged and deals with many diverse and important 

topics and questions. Special importance will be given to the topic of the pastoral care and 

accompaniment of married persons and the family. In order to aid us in our reflections in this 

area, we will be joined by His Eminence Marc Cardinal Ouellet, Prefect of the Congregation for 

Bishops, Archbishop emeritus of Québec, whom we have asked to share his insights on your 

post-synodal apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia. As a follow up later in the week, the CCCB 

Commission for Doctrine will animate a time of fraternal sharing and discussion on the topic of 

pastoral accompaniment in the context of the teaching of Amoris Laetitia. 
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Committed to dialogue and further inspired by your own witness and words, the CCCB 

Commission for Christian Unity, Religious Relations with the Jews, and Interfaith Dialogue will 

animate a session on the theme of Pastoral Orientations for Interreligious Dialogue with Islam. 

Furthermore, just as you marked the 500
th

 anniversary of the Reformation with your Apostolic 

Journey to Lund, Sweden, where you prayed alongside the country’s Lutheran church leaders, so 

we have invited the National Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada both to offer 

ecumenical greetings and to join us for an ecumenical prayer service. 

 

Among many other important topics, our Conference will be reflecting this week on the 

importance of the Church’s relationship with the Indigenous Peoples of Canada. You stated 

during your recent visit to Bolivia that “many grave sins were committed against the native 

peoples of America in the name of God,” yet you went on to point out that “where there was 

sin... there was also abundant grace.” While we in Canada have been reflecting for some time on 

the sins that were committed, we recognize that our role as pastors also requires us to discern the 

action of grace and the movement of the Holy Spirit at this moment in history. For this reason, 

we will devote considerable time to discerning what new dimensions the Indigenous reality 

brings to our episcopal ministry and how these might be manifested concretely through our 

pastoral care toward them.   

 

Your Holiness, please know that as we gather over the coming days in plenary, sharing 

our joys and sorrows with each other, facing challenges, and plotting a course together for the 

good of the Church in Canada, we do so consciously united with you, the successor of Peter, 

“visible source and foundation of the unity both of the bishops and of the whole company of the 

faithful” (Lumen Gentium, 23). Within this fraternal communion, we ask you, Holy Father, to 

remember us in your prayers and to grant us and all the Catholic faithful of Canada your 

Apostolic Blessing. 

 

Yours respectfully in Jesus Christ  

and Mary Immaculate, 

 

 

 

 

(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, OMI 

Bishop of Hamilton 

President of the Canadian Conference  

of Catholic Bishops  

 

 




