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It is recognized that resolutions chairpersons 

are, without a doubt, called to an important 

task. Resolutions are about doing God’s 

work. In terms of aligning the League’s 

theme, the gifts of wisdom, understanding, 

knowledge and counsel are essential. 

Resolutions can be complex but should not 

deter members from becoming aware of an 

issue and the words which apply - discuss, 

form, research, draft, present and pray. 

These basic steps lead to a successful 

outcome. A resolution carries the 

endorsement of the League, a tremendous 

work of art, inspired by an idea or 

experience, its influence far-reaching. A 

resolution carries tremendous responsibility, 

inspiring members to use gifts wisely and 

with fortitude. 

Common themes generated from the online 

annual reporting received many subjective 

responses. The most common underlying 

challenges included a wide range of attitudes 

- council too small, no one in council would 

tackle a resolution, no time, no chairperson 

or members to lead, lack of interest, lack of 

expertise, too extensive, a daunting task; and 

fear in attempting to formulate a resolution.   

The online responses will be used to analyze 

the ongoing needs of the members and help 

inform the strategic planning process, help 

navigate a course in an effort to keep and 

compliment the well-designed current 

format, and use the analysis generated to 

help demystify the fear of resolutions. 

Councils can generate interest by adopting a 

resolution a month or to inform members on 

one national resolution monthly and follow 

through on one action plan.   

It was noted that some members had never 

attended a resolutions dialogue. Members 

might best be served by bringing this format 

closer to home where diocesan and 

provincial councils can plan a resolutions 

dialogue in conjunction with annual 

conventions. This would help facilitate 

members to experience and explore the 

format, become knowledgeable and could 

add real value to alleviate the fear factor.    

Life Member Eleanor Arless notes “The 

Catholic Women’s League of Canada is still 

the largest and strongest voice in 

government. We must not be daunted by the 

resolutions process”.  Eleanor suggested that 

a video demonstrating the making of a 

resolution would serve as a learning tool, 

inspiring a response to the needs of 

members.   

During the annual visit to the federal 

government in Ottawa, the League 

representatives prayed for you in the chapel 

of the residence of the apostolic nuncio to 

Canada. We met with federal officials, a 

member of parliament, a member of the 

senate, and representatives of the Catholic 

Organization for Life and Family and the 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

The League was acknowledged for its 

determination and foresight. Already, the 

federal government was in the process of 

implementing several 2016 resolutions.    



This year the committee received eight 

resolutions. After meeting twice in July, the 

resolutions, approved by the national 

executive, were vetted and brought to the 

convention with a successful completion.     

Women of the League, the national 

resolutions committee looks to you and each 

other for inspiration.  Remember ─ wisdom, 

understanding, knowledge and counsel ─ 

gifts freely given by the Holy Spirit.   

 


