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97TH ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION
They Came for a Meeting and Helped Found a Nation.
Bridging the Past to the Future
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island — August 6-9, 2017

T he dream of a united Canada began with a meeting of 
the Fathers of Confederation (they were not aware at 
that time what history would later call them!) to debate 

the proposed Maritime Union and the more persuasive British 
North American Union, now known as Canadian Confederation. 
2017 finds us celebrating 150 years of confederation right where 
this meeting was held—Charlottetown! How timely for us to 
gather here, the birthplace of confederation, for the 2017 annual 
national convention!

Charlottetown is the capital of Prince Edward Island. It is a 
small, quaint city of over 34,000 people located on the south 
shore of the island on the Hillsborough River. Just four blocks 
from the Delta, the Confederation Centre of the Arts contains a 
public library, a nationally renowned art gallery and a mainstage 
theatre. The Charlottetown Festival itself is headlined by Canada’s 
most popular and longest-running musical, Anne of Green Gables, 
an adaptation of Island author Lucy Maud Montgomery’s famous 
novel.

As hosts of the 2017 annual national convention, we are 
excited to offer you warm Island hospitality, friendship and many 
experiential events that the planning committee has organized 
for your enjoyment.

Registrants arriving on Saturday, August 5th are invited to take 
a scenic drive through the north shore leaving at 6:15 p.m., en 
route to the picturesque New Glasgow for a lobster supper. New 
Glasgow Lobster Suppers, a third generation family restaurant, is 
the “Original PEI Lobster Suppers” since 1958.

On Sunday, August 6th we offer registrants three tour options. 
Your first choice is a Double Decker Bus Tour, a detailed two 
hour city tour of Charlottetown leaving at 10:00 a.m. with a 
stop at Cows Creamery to sample some ice cream and do some 
shopping. See how COWS grew from one store in 1983 into 12 
locations across Canada and Beijing serving “Canada’s Best Ice 
Cream!”

The second tour is the Great George Walking Tour, which is 
an hour long historic tour commencing at 10:00 a.m. along the 
very street the Fathers of Confederation first walked up to reach 
Province House National Historic Site. Guides are fully decked 
out in Victorian costume.

The third option offers a view of a variety of different 
landscapes along the Points East Coastal Drive, including coastal 
cliffs and beaches, forests, rolling farmland, pastoral rivers and 
the ever present sea. Visit Point Prim Lighthouse, built in 1845 
and the first and oldest lighthouse on the Island, and the Wood 
Islands Lighthouse, founded in 1876 to aid marine traffic in the 
Northumberland Strait. Then onto Rossignol Estate Winery, 
winner of double gold for their blueberry wine, while enjoying 

the panoramic view of Northumberland Strait. The tour leaves at 
9:00 a.m., returning to the Delta at 1:00 p.m.

On Monday evening, August 7th at 6:30 p.m., we invite you to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of confederation in song and comedy 
while enjoying traditional Canadian cuisine! You will be entertained 
by our quick-witted comedian and the Strathgartney Chamber 
Orchestra with the original piece “Canada, Our Dear Home!”

Our post-convention event on Thursday, August 10th, leaves 
the Delta at 9:00 a.m. for the Island’s Finest tour, beginning with 
a memorable city tour featuring some of the highlights in Canada’s 
birthplace! View rolling farmlands, stunning seascapes, tiny villages 
and bustling harbours along the Green Gables Shore, tour Green 
Gables House and the Prince Edward Island Preserve Company. See 
what The Dunes Studio Gallery and Café has to offer. 

Opening mass will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 6th

at St. Dunstan’s Basilica Parish. In 1990, the federal government 
designated St. Dunstan’s Basilica Parish a National Historic Site 
of Canada, citing it as one of the most elaborate churches in 
the Maritimes and a fine example of high victorian gothic revival 
architecture. Closing mass will again be at the Basilica at 5:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, August 9th. Transportation will be made available 
for both masses.

We have a surprise in store for you during the gala banquet to 
close the convention in a celebratory mode!

The excitement is building as the block of rooms at the Delta 
Prince Edward is already fully booked!  Do not despair. There are 
excellent hotels close by the Delta: 
• Hotel on Pownal—146 Pownal St., (902) 892-1217 or 

(800) 268-6261 (seven to 10 minute walk)
• The Great George—58 Great George St., (902) 892-0606 

or (800) 361-1118 (five minute walk)
• Rodd Charlottetown—75 Kent St., (902) 894-7371 or 

(800) 565-7633 (seven to 10 minute walk)
• Best Western Charlottetown—238 Grafton St., 

(902) 892-2461 or (800) 528-1234 (15 minute walk)
• The Holman Grand Hotel—123 Grafton St., 

(902) 367-7777 or (877) 455-4726 (seven to 10 minute 
walk)

• Glendenning Hall (Holland College residence)—
331 Grafton St., (902) 367-7701 (20 minute walk)

• Quality Inn & Suites Downtown—150 Euston St., 
(902) 894-8572 or (800) 466-4734 (15 minute walk).
We welcome you to the Island and together we will celebrate 

our pride for being Canadian and members of the League!
Information? Visit: www.cwlpei.ca  
Questions? Email: 

CWLnationalconvention2017@gmail.com  


