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FROM THE EDITOR
 

  

 

I love the beauty of Advent! Liturgical readings are filled with hope and 
anticipation, waiting the coming of the Messiah. The addition of 
Christmas decorations and the excitement of season itself only add to the 
beauty. L ƘŜŀǊ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ άaŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
concerns regarding political correctness, I take great pleasure in wishing 
all a Merry Christmas! 
 
November was a very busy month. The national executive meeting in 
Winnipeg stimulated activity for all members of the team. The 
government delegation went to Ottawa at the end of November and will 

publish a full report in The Canadian League. December finds the executive completing winter projects 
while anticipating winter and spring activities. Believe it or not, I am previewing tasks for the annual 
national convention in August 2017 in Prince Edward Island.  
 
As mentioned my communique on November 28th, this is the last issue of Be League. Please welcome On 
the Spot! to the League website. Watch for council news and pictures that will be shared in a more 
immediate way, rather than gathering news for monthly publication.   
 
Please continue to send in good news of activities to national office, highlights and pictures from your 
councils that you want to share with your sisters across Canada. Pictures are welcomed with a brief 
explanation of the event and who is involved. It is hoped this will be more engaging and accessible for 
members and more streamlined for staff doing the web postings.  
 
Best wishes for a joyous Advent season and prayers for a Blessed Christmas and happy, healthy New 
Year! 
 
God bless,  
Shari Guinta  
National Second Vice-President and  
Chairperson of Communications  
  
 
 
 
 

  
CONTACT US 

C-702 Scotland Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB R3M 3L3  
 
Phone: (204) 927-2310 
Toll Free: (888) 656-4040 
Fax: (888) 831-9507 
E-mail: info@cwl.ca 

Cover: The Birth of Christ  
(Luke 2:1-20) 
Donald Jackson. St. JohnΩs Bible Luke 
Frontispiece: The Birth of Christ.  
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aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘȅƳƴ ά/ƘŀƴƎŜ hǳǊ IŜŀǊǘǎέ ōȅ wƻǊȅ /ƻƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ Glory & 
Praise, but over the last several weeks I feel that I truly have had a change of heart, a change 
of mind. Revisiting and re-experiencing anew so many sacred places as I did in my excursion 
to the Holy Land challenged me to address my life, my priorities and my aspirations anew.  
  
As we embark on this Advent season, we are bombarded by intrusions that this year I feel are 
unwelcome ς the marketing, promotion and advertising surrounding this Christmas season, 
the anxiety, tension and stress over shopping,  the unrealistic; ǳƴŀǘǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ άǎƴƻǿ ƎƭƻōŜέ 
setting! 
 
At this time, I am called anew to consider, prepare and be ready once again for the rebirth of 
a saviour for our world. I have been a faithful reader of The Word Among Us with daily 
liturgical readings, reflections and such profound articles. I have carried the November 
volume with me with so many opportunities to read these articles, this month focusing on 
Revelation. But God saw fit that these should be revealed to me now, when I most needed 
them, at this Advent time as I embark on my journey to begin again with God. They follow this 
theme, beginning again with God and include artƛŎƭŜǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ άhǇŜƴ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΣ [ƻǊŘΗέΣ άhǇŜƴ 
Ƴȅ ŜŀǊǎΣ [ƻǊŘέΣ άhǇŜƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ [ƻǊŘέΦ [ƻƻƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ 
 
So I invite you to join me in my Advent resolve to pray, reflection and an extra effort to be 
truly present to those around me. 
 

 Do you look directly into the eyes of the person to whom you extend the sign of peace 
at Eucharistic celebrations? 

 Do you spend time reading scripture daily, not just the liturgical readings of the day 
but other passages, reading and reflecting ς perhaps trying Lectio Divina? 

 Do the presents you choose for family and friends reflect your appreciation of their 
person ς simple, profound, appreciated? 

 
 
 

òChange our hearts this time,  
your word says it can be.  

Change our minds this time,  
your life could make us free.  

We are the people your call sets apart.  
Lord, this time change our hearts.ó 
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In the next issue of The Canadian League I will share with you some of the highlights of my 
journey in the Holy Land that so well reflect the annunciation, visitation and the birth of Our 
Lord.  
 
As I write this, I am repacking my bags for our government meetings in Ottawa. aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ 
prayers and good wishes are both welcome and important on such journeys.  
 
May you have a blessed Advent season! 
 
Margaret Ann Jacobs 
National President 

 
Spotlight on Nova Scotia 

! ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά[ƛƴƪƛƴƎ ¦ǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ aŀōƻǳΣ bƻǾŀ 
Scotia on October 28th and 29th. The provincial executive attended along with the diocesan executives 
of Antigonish and Halifax-Yarmouth.  Presentations were made on the new online reporting process, 
and the elections process. 
 
Provincial officers and standing committee chairpersons gathered with their counterparts to discuss 
goals for the next two years and how best to serve the membership. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘΣ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ǳǎ 
together.  Members left with renewed enthusiasm and a clear picture of goals for the future.  
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Members from the Antigonish Diocese 

enjoyed high tea ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘΦ 

Pictured are: 95 year old Virginia 

Bellefontaine and her daughter Kathleen 

Campbell from Holy Rosary Parish Council   

and Julie LeLievre and her 91 year old 

mother, Florence Bates from Our Lady of 

Fatima Parish Council.  

 

 

Holy Family Parish Council (Amherst) ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ Ψ²ŀƭƪ 

!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ tƻǾŜǊǘȅέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul (SSVP).  Joining the walk were representatives from 

SSVP, Youth Faith Development, Knights of Columbus and 

members of our Parish.  

 

Immaculate Conception Parish 

Council (Truro) held a workshop 

ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/²[ 5ŀȅέ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

22nd. Throughout the day those in 

attendance learned many things 

old and new about the League, 

from its history to the role of the 

president and standing committees, to decision making.  Some exercises 

even helped members learn a little or a lot about themselves. The 

workshop was of definite benefit to the council.  There was laughter, some 

tears, much learning, prayer, song, and play. There was also delicious food 

ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΤ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ άŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ŜǾŜǊ Ŝŀǘ ΨǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘΩ! 
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Council President Patricia Dorrian of St. 
Ambrose Parish Council (Yarmouth) and 
member Betty Maillet  provided information on 
the League at the parish  ministry fair, 
September 25th.  Two new members have joined 
CWL since the ministry fair. 
 
 

 

 

 

For the past 23 years St. Ambrose 
Parish Council (Yarmouth) has 
taken part in the Hospital 
Hullabaloo by selling tickets on a 
ά.ŀǊǊŜƭ ƻŦ DǊƻŎŜǊƛŜǎέΦ 
 
Groceries are donated and tickets 
are sold by the members from 
June to September each year and 
at the Hullabaloo.  In 23 years, 
$40,268.95 has been raised.  This 
year the council raised  $1,866.25 
(a record high) and the prize was 
won by a resident of the 
community. 
 
Pictured are: front left to right  - 
Viola Saulnier, Joanne-LeBlanc 
Graves, Irene Polson and back - 
Emilie Surette and  Patricia Dorrian 
 

Saint Benedict Parish Council (Halifax) sponsors the parish 
Prayer Shawl Ministry. Every week some League sisters and 
other parishioners meet in the auditorium to pray, knit and 
share fellowship in this unique ministry.  
 
Shawls have been sent all across Canada and to the United 
States but primarily shawls are presented to those identified in 
need in our community. So far, in 2016 this ministry has 
prayerfully wrapped 55 men, women, children or babies in 
prayer shawls.  
 
Many thank you cards tell of the feeling of peace and comfort 
the recipient receives when wrapped in the shawl.  
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Each October, St. Clement Parish Council (Dartmouth) participates in a Walk for Life.  Members, and 
any parishioner who wishes to participate, gather in our church and pray all the mysteries of the 
Rosary while walking around the inside of the Church.  Pledges are taken the week prior and up to the 
Walk.  Proceeds are gifted to the Dartmouth General Hospital and are dedicated to palliative care. 
Participants included Council President Glenda Carson, Spiritual Advisor Fr. Gerald David and members 
of the Council. 
 

 

 

Saint John XXIII Parish Council (Dartmouth) hosted a high tea on Saturday, October 15 as a thank you  
for the ladies of the parish who assist the CWL Funeral Ministry with their gifts of time, talents, food 
and participation in setting up, serving and cleaning up after small and large gatherings. 
Approximately 45 ladies attended the event on this beautiful, sunny afternoon and had a wonderful 
time. Thanks to them and their families for all they do for their parish community. 
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To celebrate the end of the Year of Mercy, St.  Joseph Parish Council 
(Kentville) hosted a "Mini Pilgrimage" on the church grounds. The 
pilgrims gathered in the church parking lot and journeyed stopping at 
four key areas to meditate and pray. At each of the four sites; the 
graveyard, food bank, prayer garden and the front of the church 
overlooking the town of Kentville, a meditation was read and prayers 
said. Hearts and eyes were opened to God's limitless mercy in all 
aspects of life.  Even more important in these uncertain times, 
pilgrims were challenged to become more aware of the lives of those 
around them.  Pope Francis' Prayer for the Year of Mercy was recited 
and all entered through the "Door of Mercy" for the sacrament of 
Holy Mass.  A time of fellowship followed. 

 

 
St. Louis Parish Council (Louisdale) held a movie night for members to learn about the work of the 
Catholic Missions In Canada. This year the council participated in a parish calendar program to support 
the missions. It was a great evening for a great cause.  


