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President’s Message
Margaret Ann Jacobs
National President and Chairperson of International Relations

“

Now that you’re married and settled in our community, how
would you like to join the CWL?”
So began my League journey at Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Elmvale, Ontario, over 45 years ago. I learned a
great deal from those energetic and mostly older members, but it was
not until I was parish council president, then regional chairperson
and finally attending my first annual diocesan convention that
my eyes were opened to the scope and magnitude of the work
accomplished by the League. I was encouraged, supported and
mentored by the best—Peggy Nastasiuk, Marg Whelan, Joyce
Stanga, Madeline Skelton, Moira Ste. Marie, Honorary Life Member
Betty Anne Brown Davidson and Joan Hastie—and, through them,
I was introduced to opportunities to deepen my spirituality and
develop leadership skills. The Toronto Archdiocesan Council was
renowned for the workshops and training sessions it offered, and
with a membership at that time of 7,795 (100 parish councils),
seven regions and 17 parish councils in the Northern Region
alone, there was ample opportunity to learn and grow in love of the
League and the possibilities it offered its members.
As Ontario provincial president, I became acutely aware of
the challenges faced due to the diversity of size and resources
available to smaller diocesan councils, not unlike those facing
provincial councils across Canada today. We must be respectful
and appreciative of the gifts, talents and wisdom that can be gained
by supporting each other—large and small—and working toward
a common goal.
God has a plan for each of us. In the beginning, I did not
recognize how profound it could be to be open to the promptings
of the Spirit. I said “no” to regional chairperson and “no” to letting
my name stand for the diocesan executive. But God knows best.
I ached for the lost opportunities and, through the grace of God,
I was invited just one more time. My response was a resounding
“yes”—a decision for which I am eternally grateful. I have been
richly blessed!
“…for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a
spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline” (2 Tim. 1:7). For if
we have faith and open our minds and hearts to the unconditional
love of God, the Spirit will work in us so that we will experience
the power and presence of God. I believe it is this Spirit of God that
inspires members and calls them to active ministry. The challenge
is to respond to this call without hesitation because God will gift
those God has chosen to do God’s work.
“… For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you.” It was this same Spirit that prompted the

choice of theme for 2017 and 2018: Inspired by the Spirit, Women
Respond to God’s Call.
What is my vision for the League? I pray for a League where
members know and experience God’s unconditional love. I pray
for a League where members are so empowered by the gifts of
the Spirit they respond to God’s call in joyful service, embracing
the vulnerable, marginalized, the weak and the lonely, children at
risk, youth in peril, families in turmoil and elders facing end-of-life
decisions. I pray for a League where members evidence the fruits
of the Spirit by being loving, joyful women who work patiently
for all people, whose kindness and goodness touch the lives of
all they encounter, who are faithful to the gospel message and
live lives of humility and self-control. As a team, we will discern
where we need to focus our energies. There are so many most
worthwhile projects we could undertake along with those that for
us will always be our passion and require continued vigilance and
action. I invite each of us to be the heart and hands of the Living
God, reaching out to those most in need—to be beatitude people.
How blessed were those who attended the 96th annual
national convention in Halifax! It was truly amazing. Attendees
were nourished by inspirational liturgies, powerful forwardthinking, challenging speakers, informative reports, delicious
food, wonderful entertainment and the warmest hospitality
imaginable. From tears of compassion to peeling laughter,
attendees experienced it all including some breathless treks
in what one guest jokingly called “Hillifax.” The highest accolades
go out to the planning committee. And of course, members will
have work to do. Note the resolutions found in this edition.
I am so proud of the work that members of The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada has accomplished. I am overwhelmed
by the continued friendship, support and encouragement
members from across the country have extended to me. I am
humbled by the trust that you have placed in me, and with God’s
help, I will do my best to honour that trust.
I celebrate the ongoing efforts of members to be Women
of Peace and Hope, Centred on Faith & Justice and reaching
out with One Heart, One Voice, One Mission. Whatever God
chooses for you to do, God will equip you to do. The challenge
is to accept the choice God offers knowing that the inspiration,
power and strength of the Holy Spirit will empower us
to respond to God’s call in loving service, modelling
our greatest teacher. No better advice can be offered than
that of Our Blessed Mother, “Do whatever he tells you.”
(Jn. 2:5) V
Inspired by the Spirit, Women Respond to God’s Call. V
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Palliative Care – A Witness
to True Mercy
William McGrattan, Bishop of Peterborough
National Spiritual Advisor

O

n May 4, 2016, the League offered Canada a profound
witness to the sanctity of human life by initiating a
nationwide “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care”.
At the most recent annual national convention in Halifax,
this witness was strengthened through a resolution calling for
legislative changes to healthcare funding that will promote
greater accessibility to palliative care and hospice services. As
we know, this has become a more urgent priority in the face of
the legalization of euthanasia / assisted suicide, which is now
being called medical assistance in dying. This choice is not true
compassion nor does it accept or acknowledge that human
suffering or a good death has meaning. Palliative health care
will allow individuals who are
facing death not to be burdened
by pain and suffering, but to
receive the necessary support
that respects their human dignity
both physically and spiritually
rather than choosing physicianassisted death as a desperate last
resort.
In this Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy, members have also
focussed on their collective
offering of the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy, which are the compassionate witness
to the Gospel of Life. Pope Francis intended this year to be
one of prayer, for mercy, reconciliation and compassion. He
wrote, “Let us not underestimate the power of so many voices
in prayer.” This quote was the impetus for the invitation to
Eucharistic adoration, to pray before the Blessed Sacrament on
May 4th in many parishes throughout Canada. As National Past
President Barbara Dowding stated, “With one heart and voice
let us focus that power of prayer!”.
Many members found creative ways to support this day of
prayer for palliative care. Parishioners were invited as well as
members of neighbouring churches and other faith groups. This
voice of prayer took place within parish churches and homes, or
with individual members. Parish councils were also encouraged
to offer educational and advocacy materials, i.e., brochures,
petitions or other information, and that a collection or free-will
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offering be given to the local hospice or palliative care centre in
one’s local community. All of this was accomplished in ways that
are so familiar as “you put your minds and hearts to it”.
At the end of the convention, I presented to the national
executive that this annual call to members to join in prayer
for palliative care is the best way to sustain the witness of the
League in promoting the dignity and sanctity of all human life.
This must be the foundation of all efforts to promote palliative
care in Canada. The League can make a difference, to change
minds and hearts of those in Canadian society to choose life.
With One Heart, One Voice, One Mission: Palliative and Hospice
Care in a collective prayer to God, you have raised awareness,
understanding and appreciation that
true compassion is offered through
palliative health care and that access
to it must be a right for all Canadians.
This witness must continue.
The challenge in going forward
is to embrace “12 Hours of
Prayer for Palliative Care” as an
annual initiative—one that becomes
identified as the witness of the
League during the week of awareness
for palliative care. When we gather
in prayer, it is always an opportunity
to grow in holiness, to attune our hearts to seek mercy, and to
unite ourselves with others in one mission. To speak with one
voice in this collective witness of prayer is one way to highlight
the importance that palliative care in Canada receives adequate
healthcare funding and that every Canadian should have equal
access to these vital healthcare services. Such an annual initiative
of Eucharistic adoration and prayer would be a leaven for the
parishes and the church in its witness to the sanctity of all human
life. It would also promote opportunities to educate many people
on this important social healthcare issue and to advocate for
those who are most vulnerable in society and who would feel
forced to make this decision to choose medical assistance in
dying. As Jesus said to his disciples, there are certain evils which
can only be cast out through prayer and fasting. I know that as
Catholic women, when “you put your minds and hearts” behind
such an initiative, your “faith will move mountains!” V
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Highlights
of Annual
National
Convention
Mary Nordick
Life Member and Guest Journalist

O

ver 750 members and guests met in Halifax, Nova Scotia, one of Canada’s older
historic cities, August 14-17, 2016, for the 96th annual national convention.
The theme One Heart, One Voice, One Mission: Palliative and Hospice Care was
fitting for a convention in the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. As an added bonus this year,
the convention was held in conjunction with the North American Regional Conference
of the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations (WUCWO), which shared in
the beautiful opening Eucharistic liturgy and events. Five glorious days of faith, fun and
fulfillment were shared by all.
Faith is at the heart of all that is done in the League, and that faith was evident and
celebrated throughout the convention. Under the soaring ceiling and gorgeous stained
glass windows of historic St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica, the flag procession, a traditional
moment of League pride, reminded attendees they “are all sisters who become one in the
Eucharist”. Presider Archbishop Anthony Mancini (Halifax-Yarmouth) noted League work
is a call to fidelity to the Word in a world of many voices. Members are called, like Mary,
to witness, to hear the Word and to respond. Distinguished guests brought greetings:
Carolyn Lawrence, Halifax-Yarmouth diocesan president, welcomed delegates on behalf of
the diocesan council and First Nations, the Mi’kmaq, on whose traditional lands attendees
gathered. Nova Scotia Premier Stephen McNeil spoke of the beacon of faith that his
mother looked to in difficult times and urged members to continue to keep government
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focussed on important issues. Member of
Parliament Darrell Samson (Sackville—
Preston—Chezzetcook) praised the League’s
96 years of service, and Halifax Mayor
Michael Savage praised members’ focus on
palliative and hospice care. Past State Deputy
George McCormack called members strong
faith based leaders, focussed on gospel and
service oriented. National Spiritual Advisor
Bishop William McGrattan (Peterborough)
reminded attendees that “every national
convention can awaken in those who attend
a deep sense of gratitude for the gift of
faith.” National President Barbara Dowding
formally declared the convention open and
spoke of the importance of how members
encounter one another at convention.
Strength comes from faith lived out through
mercy.
At Monday’s Eucharistic celebration, The
Feast of the Assumption, presider Bishop
Brian Joseph Dunn (Antigonish) spoke of
the special place of Mary in the church
and members place as League. The moving
WUCWO morning prayer service centred
on mercy, and the afternoon service was the
traditional memorial service for deceased
members and spiritual advisors, with later
special tribute to recently deceased Honorary
Life Members Mary Matthews (1974-76) and
Lucille Cullen (1990-92). In terms of faith,
Tuesday gave attendees the opportunity to
go on pilgrimage (a recommended activity
for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy)
through the holy door at the cathedral
basilica. Opportunities for celebrating the
sacrament of reconciliation were available

at the church and in the lovely prayer room
at the convention centre during the day.
Archbishop Michael Miller (Vancouver)
spoke of mercy as a way of life in his homily.
A prayerful, respectful commissioning of
new life members welcomed the following:
Joline Belliveau, Elizabeth Bortolussi, Shirley
Campbell, Rolande Chernichan, June Fuller,
Agnes Geiger, Mary Jean Horne, Kathy
Huffman, Barbara MacFarlane, Peggy MacNeil
Ann Myers, Ella Nogier, Donna Provost,
Colleen Randall, Linda Squarzolo, Toosje Van
deSande, Margaret Van Meeuwen, Wilma
Vanderzwaag and Sandra Wieckowski.
Tuesday’s closing prayer service was Called
Forth, which featured biblical figures called
by God. Wednesday’s closing prayer Mission:
We Are Called, based on the prophet Micah,
called attendees to love tenderly, act justly
and walk humbly with God. The election
fittingly took place in a prayerful context. At
the joyful closing Eucharist and installation
of officers, Bishop McGrattan reminded
members they must measure their work by
Matthew 25, the measure of the kingdom.
Jesus calls the faithful to work in society so
that the last become the first.
One of the speakers at the opening
ceremony reminded attendees to have fun, as
if members need to be reminded! Fun began
even before the convention opened with
a relaxing cruise Saturday evening around
historic Halifax harbour, with great food
(lots of mussels), cooperative weather
and marine life. Sunday morning
continued with the choice of a GrandePre National Historic site tour and
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wine-tasting or the League version of the Amazing Race. The
historic tour presented a dark period in Nova Scotia history,
the expulsion of the Acadians. Tasters at the Domaine de GrandPre winery agreed that it is a fine product. A fine drizzle could not
dampen the enthusiasm of participants in an Amazing Race who,
after being warmed up by an enthusiastic Zumba leader, split into
teams to explore the city’s rich history and architecture all the while
seeking to get the most stars and impress the judges with their
enthusiasm and display of fun. Monday night was a feast of lobster
either at the historic Shore Club restaurant or at the centre. Diners
ate, listened to entertaining music, sang, danced and enjoyed talking
with friends at dinner and on the bus ride to and from Shore Club.
Tuesday evening was given to provincial dinners where again food,
friendship and fun prevailed. Wednesday’s closing banquet featured
good food (note: food at the convention events was consistently
good) and the great treat of hearing The Men of The Deeps, a coal
miners’ chorus celebrating 50 years this year. With wonderful music,
lively stories, poignant prayers and poems, the men enthralled their
audience who were most reluctant to let them go. A thousand,
thousand thanks to the convention committee for a fabulous job.
Along with fun, every good convention must have a work
element, which dedicated members prefer to refer to as fulfillment
since it feeds members’ minds and hearts and sends them forth
renewed for the journey in parish councils. Sunday afternoon,
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even before opening, participants got down to work
with the resolutions dialogue, one of my favourite parts
of convention. Here members are reminded of the
importance of and reasons for resolutions, and have a
chance to discuss the proposed resolutions and to hear the
ideas of their sister members. Sometimes new bonds are
forged as people begin to work on proposed amendments,
perhaps with members they have not met previously.
Sunday afternoon also saw the opening of the
WUCWO North American Regional Conference, a
WUCWO meet and greet. Honorary Life Member Velma
Harasen, vice-president of the North American region and
board member from Canada, chaired the session starting
with a dialogue prayer. She called attention to a beautiful
current WUCWO banner and a banner made by a member
for the general assembly of WUCWO in Antigonish in 1983
(see an upcoming Be League piece for more information).
She also introduced participants to a small white well for
donations to an international project to provide well water
in Senegal and a water distribution system to a school
in Argentina. Themes of prayer, service and mercy ran
through the greetings from National President Barbara
Dowding, Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada
National President Marion Baraszcyk and President Sheila
Hopkins of the National Council of Catholic Women of
the United States. Maribeth Stewart, vice-president general
of WUCWO and board member from the United States,
spoke about her work at the United Nations on behalf
of WUCWO, a voice heard throughout the world. She
spoke of concerns (e.g. protection of the family; misuse of
language to disguise true intent), goals (education about
human trafficking; education of girls) and practical efforts
(support for small business; medical treatment especially
maternity).
Maria Giovanni Ruggieri, WUCWO president-general,
made three points: 1. WUCWO is a challenge to the
indifference of the world to those on the peripheries of the
world; 2. WUCWO’s goal is to give voice to the voiceless;

3. WUCWO, founded by women, offers the gift of listening to
the grassroots and offering their contributions to the universal
church and society.
Monday morning, Sr. John Mary of Sisters of Life spoke on
Women of Mercy United in One Heart, One Voice, One Mission.
With candour and humour she shared her story, and her work
with pregnant women and those who have suffered the wound
of abortion. She noted that to be a person of mercy one must
have “dispositions of the heart” captured in three words–
receive, delight, persevere. After her presentation the audience
was asked to share personal stories of life-changing events.
At the WUCWO luncheon, Newfoundland and Labrador
Past Provincial President Rita Janes gave an inspiring talk on
Laudato Si, which she described as an invitation to change
hearts.
The convention was opened for business Monday afternoon,
which continued for Tuesday and Wednesday. Provincial
presidents’ reports were concise, informative and each had
some items that would spark interest in members—ditto for the
standing committee chairpersons reports, all of which are in this
magazine. Finally, after much debate on the final day, national
council adopted five resolutions, also printed in this magazine.
Tuesday’s inspirational speaker was Fr. James Mallon from
Halifax on the topic I Am a Mission on this Earth. Using the

parable of the lost sheep, father challenged participants to
examine League work in the light of the mission to bring the
Good News to the world. In the afternoon, Neysa Finnie, board
member of the Catholic Women’s Leadership Foundation,
spoke of the need for the foundation and its history, told her
personal story and gave an overview of where the foundation is
going financially.
On Wednesday participants had the privilege of listening to
Sr. Nuala Kenny who said that she was “happy to be here but
sad to talk about her topic, Medically Assisted Death: Challenges
for Christians Today.” She observed that the key reasons for
euthanasia are psychological, not physical, and urged members
to respond to the suffering and do the acts of mercy that support
a good death. She called for a Christian response to Bill C-14
An Act to amend the Criminal Code and to make related amendments
to other Acts (medical assistance in dying) as “An Opportunity
for an Art of Dying Today”, which would include prophetic
resistance to inappropriate use of technology, resistance to the
medicalization of suffering, promotion and improvement of
palliative care, and witness to mercy and compassion.
The 96th annual national convention 2016: a faith driven,
fun filled, opportunity for personal and League fulfillment whose
fruits attendees will prayerfully carry back to their councils and
League work in the coming year. V
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Oral Reports
President
Barbara Dowding
Port Moody, British Columbia

Then I heard the voice of
the Lord saying: “Who should
I send?” And He sent us!
From the tiniest rural parish
council to the parish councils
with more than 200 members,
all are getting things done. The hearts of women in the League
are truly filled with compassion, the works of mercy both
spiritual and corporal undertaken from sea to sea. There is no
doubt about their love and dedication to the League, to their
parishes, and to the people who need them. You have heard
all the reports. Remarkable, isn’t it?
Needless to say, I am preaching to the converted, but
I believe it is critical that we remind ourselves of the great
need to “go tell everyone” of this great gift which we call The
Catholic Women’s League of Canada.
Clearly, across the country, our hearts are burning with
zeal. Just like the first apostles, members have hearts on fire for
good and have embraced the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.
Everywhere I went, I heard stories of members visiting the sick
and volunteering in palliative and hospice care centres, and
the genuine desire to be the face of mercy to others.
This year it was only planes and automobiles for me, no
trains! I was delighted to attend conventions from coast to
coast both provincial and diocesan, hearing first hand of the
great work being accomplished, meeting members who may
never otherwise have the chance to talk to a national president
and having a chance to experience League life in so many
different ways. What a blessing this has been for me. You
have such hearts for hospitality and encounter! I was hugged,
welcomed, treated royally and loved!
“…Filled with mercy, compassion and holiness.” I heard
stories of forgiveness, kindness and of mercy—stories of little
miracles, really. By reaching another’s heart, we touch the
heart of God.
I even rented a car to get to the Hearst and Timmins
annual diocesan conventions on the same weekend and was
patting myself on the back for driving a whole two hours one
way. You can well imagine the laughter when I told those
8
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The following oral reports were
given at the 96th annual national
convention in Halifax, Nova
Scotia. They may have been
edited to fit the space available.

women who regularly drive six, eight even 12 hours to get
to a meeting without batting an eyelash. It is all relative, isn’t it?
Travels included attending the World Meeting of Families
in Philadelphia, the National Council of Catholic Women’s
convention in Orlando, Florida, and the plenary assembly of
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops in Cornwall,
Ontario. The League is respected and held in high esteem
as an integral part of the church in Canada. The bishops not
only value our voice but recognize our heart for the other and
encourage us to continue being the voice so sorely needed
at the government. We are moving toward a new and more
collaborative relationship with the bishops of Canada and have
the interest and support of the apostolic nuncio to Canada.
Women have always been the strength of the church and
always will be. It is who we are and what we do best, and it is
even more important at this point that we work together for
the good of all.
I was blessed to undertake two personal journeys including
one to the Philippines for the International Eucharistic
Congress and a pilgrimage with the Catholic Near East Welfare
Association to the Holy Land, with a chance to see Velma’s
Dream projects first hand. I was overcome with emotion more
than once, but particularly on the day we walked the walk
Mary would have on the way to greet her cousin Elizabeth. It
was a profound moment standing there with my sisters in the
League and on the very day that had been designated a day in
the life of a CWL member! What encounters we had that day
and on that trip. These extra trips only helped to solidify my
conviction of our place in the world and our value as women
to the church. It is one more reason why we are so blessed
to be associated with the World Union of Catholic Women’s
Organizations—the world is much bigger than Canada.
As 2016 dawned, we launched the palliative and hospice
care addition to the theme. What a wonderful opportunity we
had and still have during this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.
From prayer to parliament, our voice must be heard!
Our collective heart was broken with the recent legislation
and promotion of euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide.
So many women told of how in the volunteering, visiting the
sick and walking with someone who was dying, they saw far
too many people who had no one to care for or visit them. It
was a constant, clear observation. No wonder people choose
death if life is so bleak and lonely.
We talked this year about the door of mercy and how
open doors signify welcome, shelter, comfort and often a
passageway to a better place. We acknowledged how closed
doors, shut tight in fear or anxiety, present obstacles, barriers

and a sense of foreboding, creating even more doors and
higher walls. I believe the League has been working hard
to change things. By knocking on closed doors and opening
them wide, we will welcome more and more to come in. Like
the early church, we are to look outward, ensuring no one is
in want, whether physical, spiritual or in any other way. We
are called to be more welcoming in parishes, to share the
good things we have and to invite those who may not always
be invited. Like Pope Francis does, how can we do any less?
Without judgment, he says!
With spring came conventions (spring being a relative
term). In April, as I landed in Timmins heading to Hearst, I had
been thinking spring until I saw the frozen waters and snow
drifts. It shows how sheltered I am living on the west coast!
From coast to coast and back again, to the provincial
councils of Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, B.C. &
Yukon, Manitoba and Ontario, to the diocesan councils of
Hearst, Timmins, Hamilton, Regina and Peterborough, I saw
communities working together to provide hospice care centres
or homes, heard speakers and saw presentations on this most
important issue. As the need becomes more obvious that the
answer to the evils of euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide
is hospice and palliative care, it will need to be provided by
faith-based and/or community groups. When people know
there is a place to be cared for, comfortable and connected, it
changes the experience of dying.
Finding ways to ensure no one lives or dies alone is what
we can and do to be the face of Christ in the world. When
the League began it was to minister to immigrant women,
to answer a need and, over the years, the League has offered
much as the times required. Maybe the time has come to find,
build or run hospice homes! If not our own, we can become
part of the movement to make sure we have enough. Imagine
what we could do!
Our common voice should be one of praise and
thanksgiving. With one voice we will announce the Good
News of the gospel beginning with our own personal
conversion of heart. This is our call, our faith and our duty as
Catholic women.
Pope Francis reminds us in speaking of the importance
of women, that it is time the church valued the immense
contribution of lay and religious women, and suggesting the
church could not afford to stay mired in the old ways. We too
must be aware that it is important to be open to change and
sometimes to even step outside of that comfortable box! The
Holy Father asks us to break down barriers, not put up walls.
The speakers this week challenged us to do likewise, to be
brave to do something different.
The Holy Father says a more widespread and incisive
female presence in the church is desirable. So many more
women can be involved in pastoral responsibilities, in the
accompaniment of a person’s families and groups as well as in
theological reflections.

Without the announcement of a committee to study
women’s diaconate, we can applaud the pope for this bold
move which is sure to raise the bar in terms of where women
belong.
Last year I spoke about a pending crisis of faith. Little did
we realize where we would be today facing unprecedented
challenges and assaults on religious freedom and human
dignity so soon and so severe. And I fear it has only just
begun.
We pray for a holy courage, to go outside our comfort
zone, to embrace new ideas. Standing on the solid ground of
faith and the shoulders of forbearers in the League, we can
shape the future. Our voice must be prophetic.
The League is a great example of forethought and
being prophetic. Finding ways to empower women to be
transformative is but one example of taking the future into
our own hands!
In a recent talk, Bishop McGrattan reminded us to be
authentic, to be proud of who we are and to accept that we
have the power of service and a connection to those in power.
He urged us to focus on the mission to evangelize; to leave old
wounds, hurts and divisions behind; to lead with Jesus Christ;
and to not be afraid to wake up the world!
The League will continue to take the lead on these
important signs of our times. We need to make bold plans
for the future, facing the changing face of Catholic women
squarely. We have a big ship, and it takes a bit of time to
change course, but if the mission is clear, and it is, we will
steer the ship in the right direction.
Our mission continues. Witnessing to the Good News
of the gospel through personal encounter and joyful service,
encounters that help us, to say, “Yes, here I am Lord.”
We have everything we need to carry it out. God has
provided each of us with the gifts and talents to ensure the
church lives on, thrives and is the sign for others that the
mission is possible. Fr. James Mallon reminded us of our
mission, to be the salt of the earth, the people who will take
the church from maintenance to mission. The League cannot
afford to accept the status quo if we really want to grow and
be an integral part of the parish and the future of the church.
Recent studies (Canada’s Catholics) indicate there are a
wealth of caring and faithful women of all ages who need to
know we have a place for them, and there are just as many
other women who need help to find and accept their role and
responsibility to the church, whether within or outside of the
League.
My experience over the past two years adds to my hope for
the League. I have seen and heard a great deal of interest from
young professional women seeking to serve.
New and not so new members tell me they want to be part
of this great organization, but they have different schedules,
needs and time restraints. They are willing to help the rest of
us adapt. They are knocking on the door. Will it open? Will
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we welcome them in and ensure they have an opportunity to
learn from and experience what we all take for granted—the
deep spirituality, community and sisterhood? We cannot leave
them in isolation!
We have a responsibility to not only grow membership
but, more importantly, to invest in women, to ensure parish
councils are inclusive and examples of what Pope Francis
envisions as places of sanctuary, safety and community. It is
imperative that councils are an open, welcoming and integral
part of parish life.
The national executive always has and will always
support Catholic women in building up the church. One
only has to look at the recent and even distant past to
realize this. Leadership has called us to reach out in many
ways using specific themes over the years to help us realize
our goals, from the League - A Journey into Stewardship to
Our Stewardship in Church Renewal to Woman - Sharing in
the Life and Mission of the Church. We also had Parish – A
Family of the Local Church. Some themes spanned more than
one president’s term, like Rooted in gospel values, calling its
members to holiness, through service to the people of God – a
six year focus on our mission. We had People of God, a time
for healing and People of God: A Time for Celebration. More
recently, there was cast out into the deep, companions on the
journey, Love One Another, Women of Peace and Hope and
Centred on Faith & Justice. Then we saw the Lord and went
forward with One Heart, One Voice, One Mission. All these
call us to be the best we can be, to be the holy ones, the
visionaries, the prophets in our own times.
The League is committed, dedicated and passionate.
Members are determined to listen and adapt, to change and
pay attention to the signs of the times. It is precisely because
of our structure that we have the ability to be the voice
for Catholics, to speak the truth in the public square. The
structure is the vehicle that carries the concerns about social
justice, inequalities and other concerns from the grassroots
(parish) where people live and experience the need for
change. Without the structure we lose that voice.
However, being bound by structure is like working in
handcuffs and another issue to be addressed and considered.
Again, as Pope Francis does, we might loosen the hold when
it impedes the purpose. If Pope Francis can challenge the
structures in the Vatican, I am sure we could in the League.
The League is blessed with so many good and holy
women who forged new paths, opened doors and blazed new
trails. We have only to look at our earliest beginnings to see
how bold and prophetic those pioneers were.
Our first national president Bellelle Guerin said, “Each
of us in our own place doing that which comes to our hand,
finding the needs, all our united strength. Shoulder to
shoulder; heart to heart, she said, so close we will hear each
other’s heartbeats.”
Members are well placed to lead anew. Women in the
10
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church who have had a personal encounter with the risen
Lord in one way or another are called to be a presence in
the church and in the world, to accept duty and privilege as
Catholic women and to realize their full potential to safeguard
humanity and make the world a better place!
Having said “yes”, go forward, doing whatever He tells.
Be the mission and wake up the world! V

Spiritual Advisor

Bishop William McGrattan
Peterborough, Ontario

The role of the national
spiritual advisor provides me
with a unique perspective
on the work of the League.
Spiritual advisors, whether
they are at the diocesan or provincial level, draw their
experience from the parish level. The same is true of
the national spiritual advisor who is a “shepherd among
shepherds,” and who comes to perceive the League and its
work, although national in scope, from the parish or the
bottom up. This is the common experience that unites all the
spiritual advisors who serve at the parish, diocesan, provincial
and national levels.
It is from this perspective that all of the spiritual advisors
affirm and delight in the witness, mission and identity of the
League which is so vital and critical in the life of every parish.
In this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, the fruits and external
signs of the League within many parishes is expressed most
tangibly in the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. As
Pope Francis says, “The beating Heart of the Gospel is
Mercy,” and so we could say, “The beating heart of the parish
is works of mercy undertaken by The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada.”
However, if I was to cast my gaze to the future as a
shepherd or sentinel, I must also point out the challenges
that face the League at all levels. The first is the temptation
to accomplish everything. There is a spiritual maxim that
says “perfection is the enemy of the good.” Perhaps as the
membership continues to decline at each level, there will be
the expectation that you maintain past practices, activities,
and structures and thus try to do too much when in fact
it is more prudent to “let go” of what might bind councils
in fulfilling an unreasonable mantra—we have done it this
way all the time! Now is the time to focus on promoting
leadership, of inviting and empowering new women to
assume roles of leadership and thus to introduce new ways
of thinking—education and mentoring need to become the

focus of the future, and not necessarily membership and doing
things that the League has done in the past.
This leads into the second challenge which is one of
engagement—of inviting other women in the parish to one
with the League without the burden of joining or becoming
a member. This speaks to the “principle of gradualness,” to
welcome women without the expectation of membership. To
allow them to come gradually to know the hidden gem of being
Catholic women and seeing the witness of this lay association
in the life of the church and the country of Canada. It will also
require the League to be creative in this engagement at the
parish level and to try new strategies of outreach to women;
that is spiritual, educational, artistic and steeped in hospitality.
It may also require a strategy of “profiling,” of seeking out
younger women, those from other countries and cultures
than Canada. This welcome might not necessarily begin at the
parish level but at the diocesan, provincial and national levels.
A third challenge is not to allow the “how” of the League
to overshadow, obscure or dominate the “why” of the League.
The bylaws, policies and procedures of the League are
important; however, the eight Objects should be the compass
that charts the course of the League in the future. As Fr. James
Mallon stated, “The CWL should not drift to the centre but to
the peripheries,” and it is the Objects that must always be the
priority at each level. Structures and standing committees serve
the mission, which is to work toward the eight League Objects.
Finally, change in the church or any organization is
always difficult; sometimes change is necessary. In looking
to the future, the League is being called to adapt, either by
the circumstances it will face from necessity, but, hopefully,
because this impetus to change will strengthen the League in
the church and Canada. It will require “careful and prudent
discernment” on the part of the League at each level to see the
promptings of the Holy Spirit, and to ensure that the values of
the gospel and the teachings of the church are always the work
and witness of the League.
The current theme One Heart, One Voice One Mission can
serve to be the catalyst for this change and to invite members
to be affirmed in their vital role of women in the church. V

Secretary Treasurer

Shari Guinta
Waterloo, Ontario

As treasurer, it is my
responsibility to examine financial
statements—monthly, interim
and year-end as well as consult
on budget preparation. We are

blessed to have competent staff and an executive director who is
an accountant!
I have had complete confidence in Executive Director Kim
Scammell as well as the auditing firm of Scarrow & Donald
LLP Chartered Accountants of Winnipeg and our investment
advisors, CIBC Woody Gundy.
Per capita fees for the year 2015 were less than budget and
less than 2014. We do receive other income from product sales,
life memberships, etc.
When I mentioned evolving within the League, I must
mention the Catholic Women’s Leadership Foundation and how
that was a new experience for all of us, and I was tasked with
creating a gifting agreement for the donation to the foundation.
Because of questions about insurance and audited
statements, I did a couple of articles for The Canadian League
magazine addressing those questions.
After a discussion around the executive table about conflict of
interest, I was tasked with the preparation of a conflict of interest
policy. Joan Bona, Nova Scotia past provincial president, and Life
Member Mary Lou Watson (Ontario), served on the committee
with me and, after vetting through a solicitor, it was approved at
the pre-convention executive meeting. In addition, I drafted a
confidentiality policy for the administrative committee.
So even though we are almost 100 years old, there are always
new things to experience. This position has been a blessing
to me. I have learned and grown as I made my way through
questions, documents and numbers, and experienced the
wonders of my League sisters around the table and across the
country— the wonders of what they do and accomplish and
share. Our theme One Heart, One Voice One Mission, is evident,
even in the treasury. V

Executive Director

Kim Scammell
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Last year I had reported
that national office was working
on one challenge and one
opportunity. The challenge was
related to the volume of e-mail
generated from the online membership system. The volumes
were tracked of the past winter. In December, the average e-mails
directed to membership was 85 per day. In January it rose to
125. In February, it rose again to 157. By March, it began to drop
back to December levels. By May, it dropped to the level that
one person can handle, which is anything less than 60 e-mails a
day. Every e-mail needs to have the information processed in the
database and a confirmation reply sent and there is all of the other
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administration of membership that is required. E-mails should
never comprise the entirety of one’s day. This past season a team
of three people helped to keep the e-mail backlog to within
three to five days, which is the office standard. I am happy to
report we are back in line with what is expected.
The opportunity we were considering was how to get the
best information from the annual reports while making it
easier for parish chairpersons and their diocesan and provincial
counterparts. We developed and tested an electronic annual
reporting system with the help of members in Quebec, Alberta
and Newfoundland.
The simplified report is a series of multiple choice questions
tailored to the chairperson, along with some short answer
questions. There are so many things that members and
councils do as routine that do not go reported, simply because
they are routine! All of this good work was somehow not
filtering its way up into the national annual report.
The multiple choice questions were designed with two
purposes in mind: to capture the good and routine works,
but also to give ideas! For example, a question may ask how
the council has put into practice Resolution 2013.01 Building
Relationship and Partnerships with Canada’s Indigenous
People. For those councils that have worked on this resolution,
there were a number of choices where they simply check the
boxes accordingly. For those councils that hadn’t worked on this
resolution, the choices give ideas on how to participate. A parish
council community life chairperson could read through the
annual report form and actually plan her activities for the next
year, and maybe she would consider the resolution in her plan.
At the diocesan, provincial and national levels, all of the
responses are instantly tallied so these chairpersons will get
information from a high level perspective. They will know what
their councils believe to be important. They will know what
resolutions have been acted on. They will know the strengths
and weaknesses in their area and be able to make their own
plans accordingly. For example, perhaps the diocesan past
president notices that most of her councils don’t have policy
manuals. Her response? She can promote policy manuals. She
can arrange a workshop on developing policy manuals and
apply to the national development fund to cover the cost. She
then knows where her focus could be placed for the biggest
benefit to members.
The reporting process is being rolled out nationally in the
fall. More information and detailed instructions will be in the
fall parish council mailing. It will contain important material
for you! This change is not one that can be expected overnight
as not all councils will want to embrace it immediately. And
that’s okay. Being flexible is always the key to change. If we all
help each other and offer solutions, we will have some amazing
information to share with the world about the tireless efforts of
our members!
Lastly, I wish to share that national office is embarking on
a new challenge – the membership system itself. The current
12
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membership system was purchased in 2008. We all know how
much technology has changed in the past decade so we are
in the beginning stages of looking at options that would serve
the members for the next eight to ten years. I look forward to
reporting more on this next year V

Spiritual Development

Anne Gorman
Stanley, New Brunswick

Jesus uses the image of the
vine and branches, “Abide in
my love”, remain attached to
Him, as the branch is attached
to the vine. As we are joined to
Him, we are able to bear fruit. As we are attached to Jesus-the
poor, the rich, the weak, the strong, the well, the infirm, the
desperate-we can never feel outside or completely discouraged.
As we complete another year of service for God and Canada,
we keep in mind that we are connected, as on a vine, to those
members who came before us and prepared us for this day that
the Lord has made.
What I would like remembered above all:
1) As an organization rooted in gospel values, the spiritual
nature of members and Christians is the most important part
of this national organization. No amount of service, collection
of money, education focus, while extremely important, can ever
override this fact. Our hearts, voices and mission are rooted
in the gospel embedded in our souls via our baptism. Every
other standing committee gets its impetus from the spiritual
dimension.
2) A spiritual bouquet will be sent from the League before
the end of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, to the Holy Father,
demonstrating our actions relating to palliative and hospice
care. Pledge cards have been sent to all parishes in Canada for
individual and council action, which is then reported to national
office for compilation. While the reporting to national office of
our pledges has been few relative to our membership, there is
still time to send this information. We have until late fall of 2016
to compile the bouquet of our efforts, so please support this
precious gift.
3) As Catholic women, we are heavily involved in many
ministries in the church as well as interfaith endeavours. Added
to this, we will be following Pope Francis’s interest in the
“theology of women” and the commissioning of the study of
women to the diaconate.
4) His Holiness has elevated July 22nd, the Memorial of Saint
Mary Magdalene, to the dignity of a liturgical feast, “precisely in
the context of the Jubilee of Mercy to signify the importance of

this woman who showed a great love for Christ and was much
loved by Christ”.
5) I am pleased to announce the generous support
councils have given Catholic Missions In Canada for 2015 was
$35,805.03. This is the face of our faith in action.
6) The three sub-committee chairpersons, Judy Look,
Theresa McGuire, and Marie Rackley, were an excellent and
invaluable support for this vital standing committee.
Pope Francis said in The Church of Mercy, “It is not creativity…
or meetings or planning that insures our fruitfulness, even if
these are greatly helpful. But what insures our fruitfulness is our
being faithful to Jesus, who says, insistently, ‘Abide in me and
I in you’(John 15:4).” Spreading the gospel means we are the
first to proclaim reconciliation, forgiveness, peace, unity and love
that the Holy Spirit gives us.
May God continue to bless The Catholic Women’s League
of Canada, as a sisterhood of more than 83,000 women
nationwide, who live the gospel as Christian women, part of the
vine connected to Jesus, and evangelize because we will burst if
we do not share the Good News. V

Organization

Margaret Ann Jacobs
Elmvale, Ontario

Brava to the dedicated
provincial and diocesan
organization chairpersons for
the varied and unique ways
you provided educational opportunities for training and
enrichment. Glowing reports confirm their value and affirm
the need to continue this leadership development.
Our challenge is to find a way to turn information into
transformation.
The League has a wealth of information – resource
manuals, training handbooks, workshops, programs and
many talented and energetic members who are willing
and able to animate and facilitate. Monies are available for
diocesan and provincial councils to provide development
opportunities for all members to learn and grow. But today,
parish councils struggle to recruit and maintain membership,
to deliver the type of leadership development that is needed to
entice members to accept leadership roles and to provide the
resource material appropriate to educate members. We love
to celebrate achievements with awards for dedicated service
with a number of new service pins available and to acclaim life
members to further our mandate. That is rewarding and fun!
All agree that a real transformation is needed. Past research

findings from professional marketing firms, interviews and
surveys confirm that there is a need for change, revitalization,
refocusing and persistence. The connecting pillars which
members agree are our greatest assets are our desire to
develop our faith, have fun and feel a sense of fulfillment. All
research supports the premise that this transformation must
be parish based. Catholic women are looking for faith-based
opportunities for social interaction, personal enrichment and
community service.
At national level, programs have been developed under
the premise that these will reach out to members at the parish
level. Parish mailings have focused on ideas to enrich activity
and participation. Hospitality and gratitude play an essential
role with encouragement and affirmation the hallmarks of all
interactions. The theme One Heart, One Voice, One Mission has
highlighted the need to reach out in mercy, compassion and
caring to one another and the larger community. Members
look for momentum to be established at the national level but
still allow for local autonomy.
At the parish level, executives need to be bold, innovative
and creative. Reach out to members and non-members alike.
Gauge success on engagement and not on meeting attendance
or membership. If Catholic women feel they are getting value
for their time and involvement, they will want to join. The
support of the parish spiritual advisor plays a significant role in
success at the parish level. Members want renewal, but parish
councils will need to be open and flexible for this to happen.
Accept the challenge of the new online annual reporting being
undertaken this year.
The enthusiasm and energy experienced at annual
diocesan, provincial and national conventions needs to blanket
parish councils so that they will be fueled to undertake this
transformation. As organization chairpersons, it is our role to
invite and lead. May we each accept the challenge with passion
and enthusiasm. The real work of transformation is God’s to
do – and ours to accept. V

Christian Family Life

Judy Lewis
Summerside,
Prince Edward Island

The Christian family
life committee is active and
committed to living out the
corporal and spiritual works of
mercy from coast to coast to coast.
All families, the separated, widowed and divorced, seniors,
the mentally and physically challenged, youth and all people
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who chose religious vocations are feeling the benefit of these
actions.
The sanctity of life has received a challenge with the
federal government passing Bill C-14 regarding euthanasia
and assisted suicide. Eighty-three thousand members
across this great country have the ability, knowledge and
resources to take action to continue the fight to protect the
dignity of life. Education is the key through the use of The
Canadian League, information workshops at the parish levels
and constant lobbying of all levels of government for the
right to good palliative care for each person in Canada and
protection of our health care providers right of conscience.
Sr. Nuala Kenny, a professor emeritus of bioethics
at Dalhousie University and a retired pediatrician with
an expertise on end-of-life issues, states whether it is to
protect consciences or vulnerable patients, the best hope
for limiting the scope of assisted suicide in Canada now is a
“robust third party option for all end-of-life care issues.” She
believes this will lead them to a thorough look at all options,
including palliative care.
Dr. Moira McQueen, Canadian Catholic Bioethics
Institute’s executive director, is concerned that most people
will “sit back and say that’s acceptable the government
draws up safeguards with no knowledge of what has
happened in jurisdictions that have tried them. …We are
not informed enough and will not be listening to people
who say safeguards are not working.” She said, “I’m
concerned many ordinary lay people are being lulled into a
false sense of security about mitigation harm.”
The challenge is to create a caring world where no one
will request euthanasia or assisted suicide. Actions speak
louder and with more sincerity than words.
Highlights of the Christian family life standing
committee included the “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative
Care” and the donations to the Euthanasia Prevention
Coalition for 2015, totaling $13,069.39 to assist in
continuing this critical battle.
Each year, World Youth Day meetings fuel the passion
and love of Christ among youth who in turn return home to
spread the Good News. Pope Francis’s optimistic outlook
and his actions for marriage, families, youth, seniors and the
disabled is encouraging.
Councils reached out to young women in local parishes,
universities and colleges to create connections for young
women to join the League.
We stand with one heart filled with mercy, compassion
and holiness; one voice united in harmony to speak the
truth with courage, gentleness and zeal. We are women
united with one mission, witnessing the Good News of the
gospel through personal encounter and joyful service and
evangelizing by with actions more than words. V
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Community Life

Doreen Gowans
Kamloops, British Columbia

The Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy challenges us to take
action, and resolutions provide
the direction. For example
Resolution 2013.01 Building
Relationships and Partnerships with Canada’s Indigenous
Peoples is being acted on by not-for-profit organizations
through hosting celebrations of culture with the First Nations
people by including traditional powwows during the areas
festivities.
The Archdiocese of Vancouver’s Anti-Human Trafficking
Committee is taking action to eliminate human trafficking by
publishing and selling posters stating “Buying Sex is a Crime”.
The League has touched refugees in many ways as
members have prayed, raised money and donated products
to help relocate them from their war torn countries. To help
welcome refugees, obtain a copy of the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishop’s (CCCB) pastoral letter entitled I was a
Stranger and You Welcomed me from the CCCB website.
The Catholic Near East Welfare Association has partnered
with the League to support the Holy Land Christians though
Velma’s Dream, sponsoring the Infant Welfare Center and
Shepherd’s Field Hospital. For the period of July 1, 2015 to
June 30, 2016 we have donated $19,566.36. Your generous
support has completed our commitment to these projects.
The Canadian Catholic Organization for Development
and Peace (CCODP) is implementing a new strategic plan
to promote “justice for women” and women’s leadership. In
the future, the 1% funds will be distributed to three areas: in
Sierra Leone—Women on Mining and Extractives (WoME);
Afghanistan—Noor Educational Capacity Development
Organizations (NECDO); and Haiti—Famn Deside.
In Sierra Leone, federal government officials prefer to
side with the mining companies to exploit poor women.
WoME is a national non-governmental, non-religious and
non-partisan women-led and owned organization working
to overcome the economic inequality, social exclusion and
vulnerability of women in mining communities. WoMe is a
network of passionate women interested in natural resource
management seeking to ensure increased communal benefits
for disadvantaged women in Sierra Leone.
In Afghanistan NEDCO works for empowerment of
women. Volunteers support needy Afghan women in refugee
camps. Projects are implemented to eliminate violence against
women by conducting training and awareness programs on

human rights, child rights, and peace education, and they
also provide business training in management, finance and
computer applications.
In Haiti, where violence against women is pervasive, Fanm
Deside educates on women and children’s rights through
training, accompaniment of female victims of violence and
supporting income-generating activities. The organization
helped tent camps in Jacmel to ensure the safety of women
after the 2010 earthquake. It has launched environmentallysustainable agricultural training programs to raise broiler
hens and market coffee to help develop their financial
independence.
For the period of July 1, 2015, to June 30, 2016, the
League has donated $63,237.18 to CCODP.
Women are caregivers and educators who take action by
feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the
naked, sheltering the homeless, providing health care to the
sick and much more. May we continue to do God’s work on
earth by being His hands and feet. V

Education and Health

Nancy Simms
Kemloops, British Columbia

Hospice palliative care
pledge cards: have you heard
of these pledge cards? Have you
filled out a card and sent it back
to national office? Did you know that, at last count, only 900
cards had been mailed back?
As Catholic women, we believe in the precious gift of life and
in the power of being present for others in their time of need.
Consequently, we need to send a strong and clear message to
the rest of Canada that we do not want anyone to be made to
feel that their only option is assisted suicide. We want Canada
to know with certainty that the League is doing everything it
can to support and promote hospice and palliative care. But,
we cannot do this without your help. Each of us has our own
unique talents. What your sister pledges may not be the same as
you, but here are a few suggestions: take training to sit with the
dying; provide fresh baking for a hospice; if you play a musical
instrument, offer your talent; if you are an avid reader, sit and
read to someone needing comfort; give a financial donation; if
you have a local hospice home, enquire what items they are in
need of and get your council involved; if you do not have a local
hospice home, form a committee to get one started; and we can
all offer our daily prayers.
These are only a few ideas. There is so much more to be

done! The cards can be found on the national website and more
can be printed from there. The deadline to mail in the cards is
October 31, 2016.
In 2015, a resolution was adopted urging both the
federal and provincial governments to increase access to early
intervention for children and youth mental health. Every year,
too many children die of suicide. In the spring parish council
mailing, postcards were enclosed. Councils need to copy and
mail these to provincial and federal governments. Has your
council done this? If the postcards save one life, it was worth it.
It is not too late. Let us send a message that children and youth
matter!
The Coady International Institute is an amazing school that
educates leaders in development from around the world. From
July 1, 2015, to June 30, 2016, the League donated $28,082.01,
allowing seven recipients from four different countries to attend.
This is the first year that the national bursary is being offered
bi-annually. The national bursary committee met in June by
teleconference. Eighteen applications were reviewed and 14
bursaries were awarded for a total of $3,925. Applications for
this fall must be submitted to national office by November 30th.
It has been a challenging year for both Canada’s health
and education systems. We have witnessed the acceptance of
physician-assisted suicide, the abortion pill RU-486, mandatory
graphic sex education in some provinces and the call for gender
neutral washrooms in schools, to name only a few. Yet you
continue to be the voice of God. I pray we will always be God’s
hands, doing His work and His arms reaching out to embrace
all people with love. V

Communications

Fran Lucas
Edmonton, Alberta

2016 has been a time of
communicating as I have not
seen in the past. I am referring
to all levels and all standing
committee chairpersons. And,
raising the bar yet again, our national president set a first with
her YouTube message to the Nova Scotia annual provincial
convention!
It was with great delight that many members from across
Canada were able to take part in the tapings that became a
video of testimonials, launched on the national website in
the fall. Member feedback indicated this to be a useful and
meaningful capture of work in the League.
The Pornography Hurts campaign, with a few minor
changes from the past, was well received, and cards were able
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to be printed by individual councils with designated months
to participate. That assignment of months was a request
of the provincial chairpersons of communications during a
meeting held at the annual national convention. A PowerPoint
presentation for training purposes was added to the website
as a gift spearheaded by Victoria Diocesan Chairperson of
Communications Christa Grillmair. Pornography subcommittee
chairperson Rosanne Sogan was a great help these past two
years.
Be League, the monthly electronic newsletter, saw more
articles than in the past. Writing an editorial each month was an
opportunity to share my thoughts and observations on a variety
of topics. Reading and editing the newsletter was fun. I felt
like I was part of your creative events and activities! No longer
requiring permission from those in photographs submitted to
national for use was a bonus.
November 21st was designated as a “Day in the Life of a
CWL Member” and a few of you took the opportunity to share
on Facebook the variety of activities you personally or as a
council were enjoying that day.
In December, we had an early Christmas gift with the airing
of Salt +Light Television’s Woman on a Mission! This Catholic
Focus piece aired at least 15 times in the space of six weeks
and will be aired again in months to come. It is on the national
website. What a wonderful opportunity for all Salt + Light
Television subscribers to learn about the League.
The forum, a chat room for members only, was taken off the
website in February. That social media tool had been up for a
little over a year and the participation rate was not supported
by the cost of it.
The national website is a buffet of information. Do yourself
a favour and visit it regularly. The website has had a number of
changes and additions over the past months—several because
of your requests. Updates and enhancements continue to be
incorporated.
Pope Francis asks us to use the power of communication
to build bridges. There are many bridges in our lives that need
crossing that can happen by a simple conversation.
Chairpersons of communications, I encourage you to share
your work with the next level as you complete it. I found it a
benefit and a treat to receive links to the provincial websites
for their monthly newsletters or from the chairpersons for their
communiques. Diocesan and provincial chairpersons, you will
find great benefit to randomly visiting different provincial and
diocesan websites to see what others are doing.
Current initiatives include the creation of an organizational
chart as a quick reference to how the League is structured and
a guideline for using Facebook is in the approval stage. Watch
for information on these two documents in the near future.
In my two year term, a number of new initiatives were
launched. Some were hugely successful, while others generated
a spark in various parts of the country but never created the
bonfire one hopes for. Am I disappointed? Not at all! Because
of these successes (and not such successes), conversations took
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THE CANADIAN LEAGUE / FALL 2016

place that created a wonderful opportunity to hear concerns,
ideas and suggestions, and then to try them out. The adage
“nothing ventured nothing gained” holds a lot of wisdom.
Personally, I have gained from every piece of work I was
blessed with and can guarantee the next standing committee
chairperson of communications will find the same rewards. V

Resolutions

Jacqueline Nogier
Snow Lake, Manitoba

Strength can be defined as
many things; having physical or
emotional strength, describing a
person’s character, or describing
the number of people in a
group. The strength of the League is all of these things and
yet is also hard to pinpoint. If I had gone around these past
few days and asked people what the League’s number one
strength is I would have gotten many answers. Some people
might have said our faith and prayers, some might have said
our emphasis on caring for people from conception to natural
death, some might have said resolutions, some might have
said our sisterhood, and some might have said our visits to
governments. While all of these answers are true, there is one
thing that encompasses all of these thoughts.
We visited Ottawa this year at the end of May. As we did
in 2015, we visited with many government officials as well as
with the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops and the
Apostolic Nuncio, His Grace Archbishop Luigi Bonazzi. With
the changing of the federal government, we did struggle to
secure meetings, but that was to be expected. We had a great
relationship with members of the Conservative government
due in part to their long time in office. We expect that over
time, our relationship with the new government will grow.
We were very pleased to be able to thank you in a number
of circumstances for movement on some recent resolutions
including the reinstatement of the mandatory long form
census and the restoration of health care for refugee claimants.
We had many frank discussions around palliative care and
the need for increased action on this topic by the federal
government. At each stop, we were asked to continue to
encourage members to take an active role in their democratic
government. Please continue to sign petitions and write letters.
Even better, however, is to take the time to make a call or stop
in at your representative’s office. Your members of parliament
want and need your input and opinions because that is how
they can truly represent you.

When we visited with Archbishop Bonazzi, he said
something that struck me in a special way. His Grace was
speaking about Catholics in general, but I feel what he said
also applies to the League. He told us that, “Our strength is
our unity.”
We all know that the Catholic church is a very diverse
church; it reaches every corner of the globe and can count
members from every ethnicity. The gathering last month
in Poland of young people at World Youth Day is a testament
to that. The League is also a diverse group.
In spite of this diversity, there is unity. We can (and do)
have many opinions on a variety of topics, but we are unified
in faith and action. The resolutions that we have been able to
present to the government in the last two years, as well as the
resolutions that will come out of convention, are a testament
to that strength and unity.
You have worked hard to investigate, research and write
resolutions directed at the government. You have worked
hard to learn about and take action on existing resolutions.
You can be proud of what the League accomplishes each day
and each year through that hard work that is started in your
parishes. This executive thanks you for your hard work; the
League thanks you for your hard work, and your country
thanks you for your hard work. Our strength is our unity;
together we can accomplish great things, and you have all
done great things this year. V

Legislation

Janet McLean
Dorval, Quebec

Since the 2015 annual
national convention, we
have experienced the longest
election period in recent
history, saw a new government
installed in Ottawa and had the most radical bill ever
introduced in parliament receive royal assent on June 17,
2016.
During this past year I worked with several other members,
medical doctors and Dr. Moira McQueen, executive director
of the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute, in preparing
the League response to the consultation committee set up
by the former federal government to respond to the question
of medical aid in dying. Many hours were spent in research,
discussions and e-mails in order to prepare the comprehensive

response filed by the League last fall. With the change in
government after the election, it was unclear how the new
government would respond to the question of medical
aid in dying. The response came in the legislation known
as Bill C-14, which became law this past June, and which
allows medical aid in dying under certain conditions.
In order to counteract the effects of Bill C-14, and
in this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, the League
chose palliative care as a special area of focus to
act as the alternative to medical aid in dying. On May
4th, all councils were encouraged to take part in the
initiative “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care”. One
of the components of this initiative was a petition that
requested palliative care be identified as a defined
medical service under the Canada Health Act. The signed
petitions were sent to me and, while I cannot tell you
how many copies of the petition I received, I can tell
you that the copies contained over 25,000 signatures.
I delivered the petitions to Member of Parliament (MP)
Charlie Angus (Timmins-James Bay) in mid-June,
and they will be presented in the House of Commons
when parliament resumes this fall. I will make sure that
members are informed when this is done.
While the federal government is in summer recess,
most MPs will be spending time in their ridings, meeting
with constituents in both formal and informal settings.
This is the perfect time to let them know our position
on the medical aid in dying legislation as well as our
demand for accessible and affordable palliative care for
all Canadians. Having been part of the delegation that
visited with government representatives, I can assure you
that your opinions, comments, e-mails and letters can
make a difference. I encourage you to take some time
to have personal contact with your MP in the coming
weeks, perhaps with several other members of your
parish council.
I would like to thank all provincial chairpersons of
legislation for the informative and thought-provoking
communiqués and articles they prepared. I would
also like to encourage members to consider becoming
chairperson of legislation at their parish council level. Ask
members in your area who may have more experience
with this standing committee or your diocesan council
for a training session. Try something out of your comfort
zone. With so much information only a click away,
it is much easier nowadays to keep abreast of what is
happening at the federal, provincial or municipal levels of
government. You could be the one to initiate change for
the good of your community, province or country. I am
sure you will find it both challenging and rewarding. V

Oral Reports continued on page 20
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96 Annual National  
th

Community Life
Ontario Provincial Council

Education and Health
Manitoba Provincial Council

2016.01
EQUAL ACCESS TO PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS,
AN AMENDMENT TO THE IMMIGRATION
AND REFUGEE PROTECTION ACT

2016.02
EATING WELL WITH CANADA’S FOOD GUIDE
Whereas,

Eating Well With Canada’s Food Guide has not been
revised since 2007; and

Whereas,

Foreign workers listed as low-skilled workers in the
National Occupational Code (C and D) are precluded
under the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act from
being eligible to apply for permanent resident status;
and

Whereas,

The 2016 report Obesity in Canada of the Standing
Senate Committee on Social Affairs, Science and
Technology recommends that the federal minister of
health immediately undertake a complete revision of the
guide; and

Whereas,

Long standing foreign workers are forced to exit
Canada which causes disruption to their lives, families,
Canadian businesses, and the economy; and

Whereas,

The Canada Food Guide is designed to help those who
teach children and adults about healthy eating and
physical activity; therefore, be it

Whereas,

The lack of opportunity for permanent residency
may increase vulnerability to workplace exploitation;
therefore, be it

Resolved,

Resolved,

That national council of The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada, in 96th annual national convention
assembled, urge the federal government to amend the
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act so that foreign
workers may apply for permanent resident status
regardless of occupational classification.

That national council of The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada, in 96th annual national convention
assembled, urge the federal government:
• to revise Eating Well With Canada’s Food Guide using
evidence-based guidelines
• to set policy to review the guide every five years
• to publish the date of revision on the guide.

ACTION PLAN

ACTION PLAN
1. Write letters to the prime minister, the minister of immigration, refugees
and citizenship and your member of parliament urging them to amend
the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act so that foreign workers
may apply for permanent resident status regardless of occupational
classification.

1. Write letters to the prime minister and minister of health with
copies to your local member of parliament urging the federal
government to revise Eating Well With Canada’s Food Guide as
requested in the resolution.
2. Hold a speaker presentation on healthy living and food choices.

2. Strengthen existing or consider starting a parish based outreach program
to meet the needs of foreign workers.

3. Educate members about the food guide and encourage healthy food
choices.

3. Invite a guest speaker involved in advocacy on behalf of foreign workers
to speak at a meeting.

4. Monitor the federal government’s response to the request contained in
the resolution.

3. Monitor the federal government’s response to the request contained in
the resolution.

Legislation
Ontario Provincial Council

2016.05 AMEND THE CANADA HEALTH ACT TO INCLUDE HOME CARE AS AN INSURED HEALTH SERVICE
Whereas,

The Canada Health Act recognizes home care as an “extended
health service” not an “insured health service” to which the
principles of the Act apply; and

Whereas,

Insured health services are fully funded by government and
delivered based on the patient’s need, not their ability to
pay; and

Whereas,

Through its legislative role, the federal government can
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facilitate national approaches and standards that must be
satisfied by provincial/territorial health care insurance plans;
therefore, be it

Resolved,

That national council of The Catholic Women’s League of
Canada, in 96th annual national convention assembled, urge
the federal government to amend the Canada Health Act to
include home care as an insured health service.

  Convention Resolutions
Education and Health
Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial Council

2016.03
WARNING LABELS ON FOOD AND DRUG PRODUCTS
FOR ALL INACTIVE SUBSTANCES AND ADDITIVES
Whereas,

Resolved,

Food and drug products approved by Health
Canada do not have adequate warning labels
regarding all inactive substances and additives,
such as colouring agents and excipients, which may
cause adverse reactions; therefore, be it
That national council of The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada, in 96th annual national
convention assembled, urge the federal government:
• to require detailed warning labels on food and
drug products containing all inactive substances
and additives that may cause adverse reactions
• to require that patient information sheets
accompanying pharmaceuticals include a list
of all inactive substances and potential adverse
reactions
• to engage in a program of public education
focusing on the possible adverse effects of all
inactive substances and additives.

Legislation
National Council and B.C. & Yukon Provincial Council

2016.04
AMEND THE CANADA HEALTH ACT TO IDENTIFY
PALLIATIVE CARE AS AN INSURED HEALTH SERVICE
Whereas,

High quality palliative care is neither included nor defined
as an insured health service in the Canada Health Act; and

Whereas,

Currently, there are no uniform standards for palliative care
and its delivery in Canada; and

Whereas,

Quality palliative care is only available to 16-30% of
Canadians; and

Whereas,

The World Health Organization defines that palliative
care, “…provides relief from pain and other distressing
symptoms, affirms life, regards dying as a normal process,
intends neither to hasten nor postpone death, and
integrates the psychological and spiritual aspects of patient
care…”; therefore, be it

Resolved,

That national council of The Catholic Women’s League
of Canada, in 96th annual national convention assembled,
urge the federal government:
• to identify palliative care as an insured health service
covered under the Canada Health Act
• to develop a national strategy for uniform standards and
delivery of palliative care as defined by the World Health
Organization; and be it further

Resolved,

That the ten provincial councils urge their provincial/
territorial governments to provide palliative care as an
insured service covered under their provincial/territorial
health act as deemed prudent/necessary.

ACTION PLAN
1. Write letters to the prime minister, minister of health and your local
member of parliament, asking:
• for adequate warning labels on food and drug products
containing all inactive substances and additives that may cause
adverse reactions
• that patient information sheets accompanying pharmaceuticals
include a list of all inactive substances and potential adverse
reactions
• to support a program of public education focusing on the possible
adverse effects of all inactive substances and additives.
2. Raise members’ awareness of the danger of possible adverse reactions
to inactive substances and additives in drug and food products.
3. Monitor the federal government’s response to the request contained
in the resolution food and drug products.

ACTION PLAN
1. Write to the prime minister, federal minister of health and your member of
parliament urging them:
• to identify palliative care as an insured health service covered under the
Canada Health Act
• to develop a national strategy for uniform standards and delivery of
palliative care as defined by the World Health Organization.
2. Educate members and the community at large on the importance of high
quality palliative care.
3. Monitor federal government’s response to the request of this resolution.

ACTION PLAN
1. Write to the prime minister, minister of health and your member of
parliament urging them to include home care in the Canada Health Act.
2. Initiate a petition among members requesting that governments include
home care in the Canada Health Act.
3. As a council, study the Parliamentary Committee on Palliative and
Compassionate Care report Not to be Forgotten, Care of Vulnerable
Canadian as well as publications from Catholic Organization for Life and
Family that deal with vulnerable people (e.g. Families, Christ Calls us to sow
joy and hope!).

4. As a council support local hospices financially as well as volunteering.
5. As a council co-ordinate assistance to disabled and elderly (housework,
cooking, appointments, shopping, etc.).
6. Invite speakers to a meeting that will educate members on home care
services that are available in the community.
7. Monitor the federal government’s response to the request contained in
the resolution.
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Oral Reports – continued from page 17

Laws

Betty Anne Brown Davidson
Wellington, Ontario

Yesterday, today and
tomorrow, this is the broad
spectrum of interest to a past
president.
The national past president
gets to look back, treasure the moments and recount the
stories (the “once-upon-a-times”) of the actions and words
of members over the course of 96 years of League history.
She quickly discovers that we stand on the shoulders of
courageous, innovative women who broke down barriers and
laid the foundation for so much of how Canadian society
operates today.
Well before the days of instant communication and special
long distance phone packages, our League predecessors wrote
letters, very often on the back side of the pages they had
received. Those were the days of twice daily mail delivery, and
so, the treasure of their daily letters almost stands as a diary of
their thinking, consultations and actions. From these letters,
one is able to sense the frustrations and good humour of the
times. These personal letters are archival treasures.
Every single member is unique, and thus files exist of many
of our interactions. In your councils, when a special award is
made to a member, or occasions marked, please submit your
precis of her accomplishments to the next higher level for their
archives. This will be the first stop for someone working on a
thesis or writing a council’s history, when looking for the facts
and fleshing out the stories.
Yesterday and today: This day God gives me…
Today, this moment, is the only vestige of time over which
we have any influence. What you choose to do or not to do
now becomes a part of the big picture that is the League’s
story. This is when past presidents are sought out as mentors,
advisors and semi-experts, because they have been there,
done that in many instances. Our experience actually does
teach us ways to help things run smoothly, and where to seek
the policies and procedures that help the organization run
smoothly.
Like a well-oiled machine, we have adapted to the times
and kept on going—an Energizer Bunny within the parishes,
regions, dioceses, provinces and nation. Sometimes these
policies need a bit of tweaking—the past president then
endeavours to clarify, consult and facilitate the suggested
improvement for the whole council.
Mahatma Gandhi tells us, “The future depends on what
you do today.” Dear friends, “Let’s press play!” and move
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forward with bright eyes, hearts full of hope and hands clasped
in friendship. Let us share the Good News that Jesus loves us
beyond all measure. Let us allow Him to live in us and touch
the world by our actions. Let us encourage and invite other
women to join us on this marvelous adventure called life in
the League.
I would be remiss if I neglected to recall some of the gifts
that came to us from honorary life members Mary Matthews
and Lucille Cullen. God called both of these League stalwarts
home to their heavenly reward this year. Mary Matthews was
national president in 1975. She had a fresh presence about
her. She knew that Canada would benefit from hearing our
thoughts, and so our annual federal government visits began.
Mary was a dear friend of another honorary life member,
Betty Aiken, who went on to become a World Union of
Catholic Women’s Organization’s president. Together, these
women toured the world.
The church recognized Mary Matthews’ numerous
prestigious positions in Canadian Catholic society with her
investiture as a member of the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulcher. Many of us will never forget Mary’s smile and the
sound of her voice. She was always a positive role model
and enthusiastic supporter as we progressed in leadership
positions. I particularly liked the fact that she lived for many
years on Betty Ann Drive in North York, just north of Toronto.
Lucille Cullen, on the other hand, was like a whirling wind!
Her enthusiasm for the League was evident in every breath
she took.
She was a charter member of two parish councils. I knew
Lucille but had never met her until the day I was elected
president of the Toronto Diocesan Council. She came up to
me with eyes shining. “Today is the day that you prepare for
the day you leave office,” she adamantly advised. Excellent
advice, presidents!
Lucille was responsible for the CWL flag. I remember how
proudly she carried it in its first liturgical procession.
Lucille and I were both educated by the Grey Nuns and
graduated from Immaculata High School in Ottawa, Ontario.
Those nuns taught us, “To whom God has given much, much
is expected.” Lucille was absolutely thrilled to attend the
canonization in Rome of Marguerite d’Youville, the foundress
of the Grey Nuns.
Lucille was a League history buff like no other you have
met; it was she who designed the CWL Jeopardy game. Her
family room was heaped with our story in letters, reports,
books and manuals. Lucky for us, the winter project for she
and her husband Jim was to organize, categorize and box all
those documents. Our archives will be forever blessed by their
touch.
Two great women upon whose shoulders we stand,
knowing that we are their children, the fruit of their efforts.
May God have mercy on their souls! V

Alberta Mackenzie

Cathy Bouchard
Red Deer, Alberta

At the annual provincial
convention, a member much
older than I am spoke to a
resolution that her council
had written. She began: “WE—W-E means ‘Women
Empowered’”. This encapsulates the sentiments of members
who have become involved in advocacy efforts of the
League. It reminds all assembled that no matter our age or
our experience, we do make a difference in councils, in the
places where we live.
Members and councils listened to the call for social
action and used their collective voice to share the concerns
of the day. They attended sessions on physician-assisted
dying and euthanasia. Members wrote letters and signed
petitions to the federal government and senators. Members
are now writing to urge the “development and promotion
of hospice and palliative care strategies.” Members pursued
a letter writing campaign to the minister of education
regarding Catholic education and the proposed guidelines
for education for Edmonton Catholic schools, which
were a part of the groundswell of influence that changed
the government’s tact towards inclusivity of all children.
“We have every reason to believe that Alberta Education
will continue to recognize Catholic religious rights and
freedoms and respect that all Catholic Schools have been
and will continue to be inclusive, welcoming, safe and caring
environments responsive to the individual needs of all their
students without exception.” Members actively support the
Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Independent Seniors Advocate
Provincial Initiative by providing information, collecting
signatures, visiting and writing to their members of the
legislative assembly. Through all of this, members realize
that advocacy efforts are more effective when combined with
prayer.
The provincial council recorded 9,793 members from
across the province and the Northwest Territories. Alberta
Mackenzie has 35 life members, four of whom are honorary
life members. One life member, Ella Ell, has passed away,
and a new one, June Fuller, has been added. A record 25 life
members attended the annual provincial convention.
At the 69th annual provincial convention, Rev. Stefano
Penna spoke on Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation Amoris
Laetitia (“The Joy of Love”). He reminded us that real
families are messy; there is no “perfect” family, even our

own, and we have to meet families where they are.
We had two resolutions adopted that moved on to the
national level, Support for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
Victims and Reducing the Impact of Disposable Hygiene
Products.
The membership supported a proposed amendment
to the Constitution & Bylaws, and we worked on the new
annual reports process.
The members voted to support those in need in Fort
McMurray and area as a result of the wildfires there by
setting up a voluntary fund into which councils and
members can donate until June 1, 2017, to be reviewed
at the next provincial convention on June 3, 2017. These
monies are to be recorded by the provincial treasurer. The
first $2,000 is to be paid out to St. John the Baptist Parish
Council, and subsequent donations are to be sent to the
Diocese of St. Paul for distribution through their Fort
McMurray relief fund.
The provincial Elsie Yanik Award was created in 1997 to
commemorate her leadership, ministry and service to the
Catholic community. This year’s winner was Life Member
Rose-Marie McCarthy. Her “story” was highlighted in the
Western Catholic Reporter.
In October, we met with the provincial minister of
health and the provincial minister of seniors and housing.
We discussed the implementation of an independent
senior’s advocate. It was an excellent learning opportunity.
Our follow-up is now continuing among the membership
to keep the focus on these issues.
We have one new parish council and one reactivated
council.
Calgary Diocesan Council is hosting the annual
national convention from August 19-21, 2019. It is hosting
a number of fundraising activities including selling a
journal notebook and “pin ribbons”— a ribbon on which
a member can display more than one pin in at a time.
We are continuing advocacy efforts with the provincial
and federal governments.
We are implementing the new annual report system for
the 2016 year.
Presidents at all levels are called upon to assist members
in identifying and developing their gifts and talents. With
this being the second year of the provincial and diocesan
mandates, this helps to prepare for elections.
Many of us have heard the song, “Go make a diff’rence,
we can make a diff’rence.” This has been a year that the
members of the provincial council believe that WE have
made a difference in the leadership skills and friendships
we have developed. We have made a difference to the
life of parishes. We influence government and leadership
where we are. No matter our age or numbers, we make a
difference because we are following the call “For God and
Canada”. V
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B.C. & Yukon

Evelyn Rigby
Powell River, British Columbia

I was honoured to be
installed as B.C. & Yukon
Provincial President in June,
and, just like a baby with
teething problems, I have
been enjoying the unconditional love and care of my League
“parents” and “siblings” as I grapple with the responsibilities
of leading 130 councils and just over 9,000 members.
The six diocesan councils were delighted to learn
that a portion of their funds for last year’s annual national
convention in Vancouver would be reimbursed. Each
diocesan council generously agreed to receive the same basic
amount in addition to a portion based on their per capita,
thus favouring the poor over the rich. Most will be using
these funds to help members get to more conventions!
The mid-term spring meeting was graced with the
presence of Bishop John Corriveau (Nelson) who gave an
enlightening talk on the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.
Further spiritual content was contained in Fr. Edwin
Kulling’s two-part presentation on St. Hildegard von Bingen,
an extraordinarily gifted 12th-century abbess and now doctor
of the church.
B.C. & Yukon Provincial Past President Pat Deppiesse
and I each attended three diocesan conventions, presenting
workshops on leadership.
Sandwiched between these uplifting events was our
annual meeting with members of the legislative assembly
(MLAs) in the B.C. legislature. We began with the two most
pressing issues: the need for hospice and palliative care
and conscience rights of health practitioners and the
concerns of institutions. Other resolutions addressed
included Resolution 2015.01 Increased Early Access and
Intervention to Children and Youth Mental Health Services,
B.C. & Yukon provincial resolution 2015.02 Enduring
Power of Attorney on Spouses, Resolution 2011.03
National Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation
Registry, Resolution 2015.02 Ban Microbeads in Personal
Care Products and Resolution 2015.03 Banning the Use
of Neonicotinoid Pesticides. The minister of environment
suggested we work on a new resolution dealing with the
issue of organic landfill. We realized later there were also
independent MLAs we could have approached.
The “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care” to counteract
the effects of assisted suicide legislation took place in many

22

THE CANADIAN LEAGUE / FALL 2016

different forms. Many councils also responded magnificently
to the writing campaign.
In May, five members of the executive, part of 2000+
pro-lifers, accompanied our re-designed provincial banner
on its debut at the March for Life in Victoria where we
heard speeches from MLAs supportive of the theme
Caring not Killing. Sharon Geiger, former provincial
chairperson of Christian family life, marshalled our
contingent in the distribution of slider postcards, pamphlets
and fact sheets.
The League Development Fund was used for a legislation
workshop with two more currently being planned. It is hoped
that more councils will access it to improve submissions of
resolutions.
Faith, fun and fulfilment were experienced in good
measure at the annual provincial convention held in
Coquitlam, which drew a record crowd of 339 attendees.
Three presentations highlighted different facets of the
Jubilee, one by National President Barbara Dowding. The
annulment process and Catholic Women’s Leadership
Foundation were explained. Many were touched by the
personal faith journey of James Borkowski. An enlightening
panel discussion entitled “Euthanasia-What Now?” featuring
renowned speakers Member of Parliament Mark Warawa
(Langley), Dr. Will Johnston, family physician, and Natalie
Sonnen, executive director for LifeCanada, was well received.
Two resolutions were adopted dealing with the right of
conscience and quality hospice/palliative care.
At the fun-filled casual night, our executive had to
be quick-change artists from 60s, 70s and 80s outfits
to celebrate the “Irishness” of our much-loved retiring
provincial president Pat Deppiesse.
Three vacant positions were filled shortly after the
election, and our dedicated new executive was installed
using the revised ceremony.
Two talented students, Sam Hanly and Grace TrinidadGreen, were awarded $500.00 bursaries. Barbara Jarvis
succeeded Dodie Bond as provincial life member liaison.
New Life Member Agnes Geiger from Vancouver Island
serves her parish, diocese and province well, and is a prolific
worker in prayer shawl ministry.
The end of the provincial convention usually heralds
vacation time, but our councils remained involved in the
resettlement of refugees, hospice and palliative care, and
anti-trafficking initiatives.
May B.C. & Yukon members continue to strive for
excellence in our work “For God and Canada”. V

For God and Canada

Manitoba

Faith Anderson
Winnipeg, Manitoba

The Manitoba Provincial
Day of Celebration was held
at Corpus Christie Roman
Catholic Church in Narol,
Manitoba. The keynote
speaker was Deacon Gilles Urquhart, who focused on
the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. He led us through the
spiritual and corporal works of mercy and included sharing
in small groups. The new Manitoba Provincial Council
website was launched, and several S’Mores workshops were
presented and were well received.
The provincial convention was held at Christ the King
Church. The opening spiritual program provided time to
reflect on the Jubilee and the need for more palliative care. A
memorial service for deceased members was held.
A “grove” of trees was assembled and, following a brief
presentation on missing and murdered aboriginal women,
the delegates were asked to write a prayer on the back of a
red paper dress and hang it on the tree. The red dress prayers
hung in the “grove” throughout the day.
Several parish council presidents had the opportunity
to lunch with National President Barbara Dowding. This
definitely was a highlight of the convention for them.
Presentations from Catholic Missions In Canada,
Manitoba Interfaith Immigration Council and Barbara
Dowding were well received. Catholic Missions In Canada
provided insight into the daily challenges the missionaries
face in the north. We heard first hand from the first Syrian
refugee to Manitoba, her journey from leaving her homeland
to spending time in refugee camps and eventually finding
safe haven in Manitoba. Barbara Dowding used the national
theme One Heart, One Voice, One Mission: Palliative and
Hospice Care to reinforce the need for ongoing services.
Toiletry supplies were brought by delegates for the provincial
project for Siloam Mission and Chez Nous, which both work
with the poor and homeless. Delegates also participated in
the Tabs for Wheelchairs program. A life membership was
presented to Ella Nogier on behalf of provincial council at
the Keewatin-The Pas annual diocesan convention. Provincial
council was pleased to receive the gift of a resolution from
each of the three diocesan councils.
Keewatin-The Pas Diocesan Council held its convention
in Snow Lake. After a year of holding meetings via
teleconferencing, councils were glad to meet face-to-face

to present their reports. S’Mores workshops were part of
the convention weekend. Delegates from the northern
councils were appreciative of having the opportunity to
experience this development opportunity. One resolution
was adopted— Environmentally Responsible Solutions for
the Collection and Disposal of Grain Bags and Agricultural
Plastic Waste Products.
St. Boniface Diocesan Council held its convention at
St. Alphonsus Roman Catholic Parish. Archbishop Albert
LeGatt (St. Boniface) attended the morning business
sessions and annual spiritual advisors’ meeting. The
keynote speaker, Deacon Doug Cross, a retired police officer,
presented a way to understand that mercy is not about
talking about what is done or not done in the past but about
what is yet to be done. Life membership was presented to
Manitoba Provincial President-Elect Rolande Chernichan.
One resolution was adopted—Canada Food Guide.
Winnipeg Diocesan Council held its convention at
St. Theresa’s Roman Catholic Parish in Middlechurch.
Following the oral reports, three S’Mores workshops
were presented. A lively interaction took place with each
segment. One council that is mainly Polish holds a yearly
TAG day—TAG day is held on the same day that Labour
Day is recognized in Poland. The council pins white and
red ribbons and take a collection for their charities. One
resolution was adopted—Extending Coverage of Insulin
Pumps and Supplies to Manitobans of All Ages.
Throughout the year, it is evident that councils have
embraced the League theme. Councils with one heart
provided funds for palliative care; one voice wrote letters on
palliative care; and one mission prayed and signed petitions
for palliative care. The “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative
Care” was held throughout Manitoba. Several councils have
active prayer shawl ministries.
In his address to the convention, Fr. Michael Wollbaum,
diocesan spiritual advisor for Winnipeg Diocesan Council,
said, “You are Church. You are an extension of the body
of Christ. You are messengers of the resurrection. You are
messengers of Good News.” We need to continue to offer
in humility “all the good things God has given us” and share
the Good News with everyone. V

Mission Statement
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a national
organization rooted in gospel values calling its members to
holiness through service to the people of God.
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Military Ordinariate

Coreena Cole
Cold Lake, Alberta

I would like to share with
you some of the highlights of
our 2016 annual provincial
convention held in Borden,
Ontario.
One guest speaker was Sara denBok, a child of Mother
Teresa. Sara shared her journey of being found on the streets
of Calcutta at the age of three, being adopted by a Canadian
family about three years later and then returning to India to
see Mother Teresa in 1994. Her presentation was enjoyed
by all.
Outgoing provincial past president, Donna Penney, was
presented the maple leaf service pin for her outstanding
service during her six years on the executive.
Bishop Donald Theriault, past provincial spiritual advisor,
celebrated the closing mass. He retired at the end of May
after serving for 18 years.
Bishop Scott McCaig, was ordained on May 31st.
Bishop McCaig stated that he does not want to see any
more chapels close. Hopefully, we will not lose any more
councils. We currently have 14 councils throughout Canada
and approximately 315 members. So far this year, two
members have passed away, one being a charter member of
CFB Gagetown (1970). We cannot afford to lose any more
members; we need to recruit new members, train them and
retain them, groom them to become leaders and remember
to have fun along the way. During convention current
spiritual advisor, Fr. Chinedu Chukwu, encouraged us to
open up our hearts and he reminded us that convention was
a time to understand each other and grow in unity.
Following the 2014 election, the president-elect slot was
vacant. Therefore, this year’s election included voting for
the office of president. After reviewing the nomination list,
it was clear that at the conclusion of the election three seats
would remain vacant, and appointments would be needed.
This appeared to be a trend, and therefore a motivational
speaker, Mike Moore, was hired to address the convention
and speak to us on his topic “Leadership is a Laughing
Matter” (the role of humour and laughter in leadership).
As quoted on his website, “When you hire Mike you get
a speaker, humorist, musician, cartoonist and storyteller.
It’s like getting multiple entertainers for the price of one”.
Mike emphasized the importance and need for laughter in
everything that we do. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed his
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presentation and I hope that it inspires more people to
incorporate humour and laughter in their leadership roles.
We need to foster growth and groom our sisters in the
League to step up, take the torch and continue to fight the
good fight “For God and Canada”.
I am happy to report that at this time, all executive
positions are filled with very talented, enthusiastic and
capable women, and I look forward to the next two years.
Looking back over the past few months I feel like a
ninja warrior, stumbling over a few obstacles, but eventually
with time, hard work and fun, conquering those obstacles
together with my sisters in the League. V

New Brunswick

Marie Rackley
Saint John, New Brunswick

Greetings from the
Province of New Brunswick.
This is my first official duty
as the provincial president.
I am from the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception in Saint John. I am a third
generation member with 46 years of service.
New Brunswick Provincial Council has four diocesan
councils consisting of 46 parish councils with a membership
of 2,220, which includes 26 life members.
Like most provincial councils, there is a decline in
membership and fewer members offering their names
to stand for executive positions. In March 2016, the
four diocesan presidents, myself and past president
Margaret McCallum formed a committee with the help
of the National Development Fund to discuss the current
situation of the League in the province with the possibility
of disbanding the four diocesan councils.
To date, committee members have traveled over 5,000
kilometres around the province to bring information to
members. The response from the local parish councils
has been very favourable. There is still work to be done,
and we will continue to dialogue with members until the
committee work is completed in 2017.
Our goal is to send out a notice of motion in late fall to
each parish council with an instructed vote on disbanding
their diocesan council. We expect that will closely unite
the local parish councils with provincial and open up
availability of members to serve on the executive. The
voting delegates will carry votes in 2017, and provincial
council will then act on the decision of its members. We
ask for your prayers in this major endeavour and that

whatever decision is made we will continue to grow in
One Heart, One Voice, One Mission.
At the annual provincial convention held in Moncton, we
had the pleasure of National President Barbara Downing join
us. Each diocesan president presented Barbara with a report
on their activities for “12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care”.
The convention guest speaker was Dr. Pamela Mansfield,
past president of New Brunswick Hospice Palliative Care
Association who works at Horizon Health Network, Zone 1 in
Moncton teaching education for palliative care. Dr. Mansfield
spoke that palliative care is offering respect for the remaining
years. It looks after the life of the whole person, living the
best life they can. Advanced care planning is talking about
your wishes, discussing the opportunities available, making
sure there is communication between family members, living
a quality life at home or in the hospital, discussing the fear
of death and why we are afraid. She left us with a question,
“have you thought about your future care?”
This year, the Diocese of Saint John celebrated its
95th anniversary, and a book was compiled called, And So We
Go from Season to Season and is available for $15.00. A copy is
located in the exhibit area. We invite you to stop by the table
to review the booklet. V

Newfoundland and Labrador

Ruby Sharpe
St. John’s, Newfoundland
and Labrador

Welcome and greetings
from Newfoundland and
Labrador!
The new annual report
online system was piloted in our province this past year.
While there were advantages, the adjustment to the new
system was a challenging one.
Councils have engaged in a variety of activities to
promote palliative care, inclusive of letter writing campaigns,
attendance at the Canadian Hospice Palliative Care
Association conference, education sessions, visitation and
respite relief to families.
We are pleased to report a new hospice centre for the
province in Grand Falls-Windsor, a plan expedited by the
generous donation of a building from the Presentation Sisters.
Our “Provincial Prayer Wave”, as part of national’s “12
Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care”, was a huge success. We
had members and their families, parishioners, residents of
long term care and palliative care, and other service groups
and denominations, praying across the province for palliative

care from 8:45 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. A schedule was developed
to ensure that each council had primary responsibility for a
designated hour.
The annual provincial convention was held with much
enthusiasm. Bishop Peter Hundt (Corner Brook and Labrador)
delivered the keynote address on the moral implications of
physician assisted dying.
There are two items arising from the convention:
1) A motion that the provincial president write the
provincial premier to investigate the effects of our recent
provincial budget on our marginalized citizens and the overall
impact on social and economic well-being.
2) The passing of provincial resolution 2016.04 Warning
Labels on Drugs and Food Products.
In keeping with the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, parish
councils developed their own action plan to celebrate this
special year and are involved in many corporal acts of mercy.
It is with great honour that provincial council participated
in the July 1st Memorial Day ceremonies in laying a wreath
at the National War Memorial in St. John’s. This year marks
the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Beaumont-Hamel where
nearly 700 Newfoundland soldiers were killed or wounded.
Several parish councils participated in their community
celebrations.
These initiatives have been in addition to the many
“regular” activities: the many donations to charities; the
support of our parishes; lay ministries; and the promotion of
spiritual growth. The League continues to demonstrate true
leadership in important issues in our province, country and
the Catholic church. V

Nova Scotia

Peggy MacNeil
Louisdale, Nova Scotia

I am pleased and honoured
to present my first oral report
as president of the Nova Scotia
Provincial Council. The League
is alive and well here in Nova
Scotia!
During the past year, prayers, support and dedication
were evident among our 4,200 members as we prepared for
the 2016 annual national convention to make sure that you
enjoyed the best of our Nova Scotia hospitality.
In April and early May, the two diocesan councils held
successful and productive conventions as they prayed,
worked and celebrated their accomplishments with One Heart,
One Voice, One Mission.
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The Antigonish annual diocesan convention was
hosted by Our Lady of Fatima Parish Council in Sydney. A
retreat was held in a monastery in June and its annual fall
conference will be held in October, hosted by councils from
Sydney Mines, North Sydney and Bras d’Or.
St. Clement Parish Council (Dartmouth) hosted the
Halifax-Yarmouth annual diocesan convention. This being an
election year, a full slate of officers was installed with Carolyn
Lawrence as new diocesan president. One of Carolyn’s
goals is to incorporate native spirituality into the League.
A diocesan retreat is also planned for September.
In June, the annual provincial convention was held in
Sydney hosted by Holy Redeemer Parish Council.
Fr. Bill Burke, pastor at St. Marguerite Bourgeois Parish
(Sydney), spoke on the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy,
reminding us that during the challenges and questions
facing us today we need to believe in a merciful God and
to continue to give of ourselves in service through love and
compassion.
Thank you to National President Barbara Dowding for a
lovely video message. It was much appreciated by members.
Five members presented with their life membership
included Shirley Campbell (Dartmouth), Toosje Van de
Sande (Antigonish), Ann Myers (Kentville), Joline Belliveau
(Yarmouth) and Peggy MacNeil (Sydney).
A new provincial executive was elected for the 20162018 term. Two resolutions were adopted—Resolution
2016.01 To Improve Access to Oral Health-Care for Nova
Scotia Seniors and Resolution 2016.02 To Improve Access to
Oral Health-Care for Vulnerable People in Canada.
A meeting is planned with the minister of health to
discuss the resolution as well as other health issues of
concern.
A leadership workshop titled “Linking Us Together” for
provincial and diocesan executives will be held in October
at the St. Joseph Renewal Centre in Mabou, Cape Breton. As
members, we are linked together with love and fellowship at
every level. Executive members will be given the opportunity
to enhance their knowledge by sharing their faith and love
for each other and for the League as they prepare, discuss,
review and plan goals.
The legacy of service to the League here in Nova Scotia
will be treasured for years to come. V
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Ontario

Pauline Krupa
Thunder Bay, Ontario

The peril of writing
reports is pondering over
what is most important to
say, so perhaps that is why
this report proved to be a
challenge. The 536 councils in the province accepted the
task of a ‘Blesseds Project’ for the Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy. Each diocesan council chose a Blessed proclaimed
by Pope Francis to emulate for the year paying particular
attention to the works of mercy. Standing committee
chairpersons and officers were asked to choose a saint
canonized by Pope Francis to emulate keeping in mind of
the Beatitudes.
Over the year, councils aided the sick and poor with
donations of time, money and supplies to local hospices,
shelters, nursing homes and hospitals. Two neighbouring
diocesan councils joined together to make, collect and
donate blankets for new refugee families. In the central
region, a parish created “A Lost Child Garden” as a place of
serenity and prayer for those who have lost a child. Another
diocesan council held a “Bridges to Relationships” workshop
to encourage the effective strategies for interacting with
one another. Other diocesan councils worked with those
imprisoned, collecting spiritual books and other goodies,
which were donated to detention centres. Purses were
stuffed with basic-need supplies for women in shelters and
coming out of jail. One diocesan council chose to dance,
sing and pray with the sick and elderly. Many retreats were
held over the year. In one diocesan council, the members
gathered along with St. Vincent de Paul Society and Knights
of Columbus members for the purpose of increasing their
knowledge of the Jubilee.
Children were the focus for some councils. Members
worked together with students on a number of activities
including visits with seniors, learning to make and pray the
rosary, healthy eating and providing clothing for those in
need. In the eastern part of the province, a diocesan council
continues to support a young woman who single-handedly
supports the people of Kenya. Her newest project is the
“Women’s Empowerment Centre”—a place for girls to learn
vocational and leadership skills.
In the northeast, the “Sole Hope” project cut over 1,500
pairs of denim shoes for Uganda. “Izzy Dolls” were made
and donated to the armed forces for comforting sick and

injured children in war-torn countries. Support for the newly
arrived refugee families is a focus for many councils. Over 100
parish councils are presently supporting families in Ontario.
On May 4th, members participated in the “12 Hours of
Prayer for Palliative Care.” On that very day, the provincial
government meeting team was at Queen’s Park visiting with
a number of ministers and their policy advisors. They took
the time to stop and pray on site, supporting the national
initiative.
Words cannot adequately describe our Jubilee day of
celebration at the annual provincial convention in July. It
was filled with action, prayer and reconciliation. We were
gifted with nine spiritual advisors who provided the near 400
gathered with the Sacrament of Reconciliation.Together as
one body in Christ, we celebrated the Jubilee with One Heart,
One Voice, One Mission.
As I conclude my report, I am honoured to present
a binder of Ontario’s works of mercy for inclusion in
national council’s spiritual bouquet that will be sent to Pope
Francis. V

Prince Edward Island

Irene Gallant
Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island

I am privileged to deliver
this report on behalf of
the Prince Edward Island
Provincial Council. The
past year has been busy but rewarding. Our council
prepared and delivered four area meetings, two fall
conferences and an all presidents’ meeting. Information
at each of these meetings focused on our first year of
One Heart, One Voice, One Mission, the national focus dealing
with hospice/palliative care and our provincial focus on
seniors. These were the cornerstones of our approach to
providing information, learning from others and determining
what challenges lay ahead. There was also time spent
on annual reporting, revised provincial guidelines and
an opportunity to have “like group” discussions. The all
presidents’ meeting was held over a weekend, and it afforded
them an opportunity to come together as a group to discuss
their role in parish councils and share new ideas as well as
concerns for the future. Of course, fun and fellowship were
interjected into each meeting.
The annual provincial convention was held in
Charlottetown and delegates listened to guest speakers,

honoured deceased members and carried out the business
of the convention. We had the privilege to have National
President Barbara Dowding attend. In Barbara’s presentation,
she talked about what it means to be a member in 2016.
She said that we are pilgrim people. The journey to our
Father’s house can be long and difficult, fraught with failure
and disappointment. The symbolism of passing through a
holy door reminds us that we are being invited once more
to seek forgiveness and receive His divine mercy. She also
spoke of more effective ways in outreach ministry and
education and the sacrament of the dying. From prayer to
parliament, our voices must be heard. She continued with a
question, “So where is our voice when it comes to accepting a
leadership role?” Why do so few voices ring out a resounding
“yes”? There were several questions that she posed that we
discussed with one another, and a number of members shared
comments. Barbara certainly gave us food for thought, and
we thoroughly appreciated her taking the time to be with
us. At the banquet, Bishop Richard Grecco (Charlottetown)
challenged members and the Knights of Columbus to hold a
joint pilgrimage on PEI to finish at the doors of the Basilica
in Charlottetown. One new life member was commissioned,
and one member received the Bellelle Guerin award.
Spiritual focus is first and foremost an integral part of
parish and provincial meetings and conferences. From bible
studies, book reviews and attending the Scripture Institute,
members brought a spiritual closeness to one another. The
provincial spiritual advisor has been available to travel to each
parish to speak on the theme or other topics that they may
have an interest in.
Although there were no resolutions put forward, members
made their voices heard as they developed and delivered a
presentation to a provincial hearing on the proposed changes
to the water act. This presentation was well received by the
provincial environment committee.
At a “Volunteer and Donor Awards Ceremony” hosted by
Hon. H. Frank Lewis, lieutenant governor of Prince Edward
Island, one council received the “Eileen Fulford Memorial
Award.” This award is given to a community group that
benefits the Canadian Cancer Society in some way. Since
2003, these members have been sewing the little pink pillows
that are included in “Reach To Recovery Kits” for breast
cancer patients.
Councils continued to support “Taking Care of Women’s
Business,” supplying sanitary products to the food bank and
women’s shelters. There was also support for men’s shelters
and food banks and visits to senior homes with cards, gifts
and music. This is a way for members to be in contact with
our older membership in homes. Members take an active role
in a number of the continuing care facilities and hospitals by
visiting and bringing communion to patients.
In preparation for the annual national convention in
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2017, our various committees have been meeting and
working busily. All councils have been involved in some
manner and are looking forward to it.
The provincial council continues to be active on Facebook
and our website. We are also part of the diocesan website.
Of our 35 councils, presidents from almost all councils now
have e-mail, so we communicate regularly with them and mail
information to the other councils. Each executive member
has a list of parish presidents to call several times per year
to touch base and seek their input on provincial ideas and
concerns. We have also had a very active postcard campaign
for “Pornography Hurts” and members have made calls, sent
e-mails and letters to the provincial government and members
of the legislative assembly to voice opposition to the push
for abortion on demand. Members are very supportive of
the work of the right to life association regarding all life from
conception to natural death. Hospice/palliative care is also a
focus, with a new provincial centre opened in 2015. Many
members have visited and toured the facility and volunteered
their time and talents to assist patients and their families.
While membership has declined slightly over the past
year, we do have a number of councils reporting increases
in membership, and this is very encouraging. We continue
to discuss ideas to increase membership and to continue to
encourage participation on the parish or provincial councils.
This year, we celebrated many anniversaries and special
occasions, but one parish council had a 90th anniversary.
We also had one member receive her 75-year pin. A number
of councils have undertaken or are planning a pilgrimage to
celebrate a parish or council anniversary or to support March
for Life.
Thank you to members working in their parishes and
communities to foster God’s Kingdom on Earth. May God
continue to bless us. V

Quebec

Ingrid Le Fort
Longueuil, Quebec

We are small but strong,
growing older but renewing.
This year has been a simple
though busy year.
What do I mean? We had
no resolutions this year, but we have stayed informed and
worked towards several resolutions and common actions
linked to the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. We tried new
things, and also brought back some tried and true methods
of growing as League.
28

THE CANADIAN LEAGUE / FALL 2016

I know I cannot say and show you everything; I choose to
share with you who we are and how we adapt to our context.
How small are we? If each of our parish councils were stars
in the sky, we would be one inspiring constellation. Each
council lights a candle in its parish, town, neighbourhood
and spreads our voice as Catholic women to English
speaking areas of our province and beyond. We are also
spread out and need to communicate, to gather to support
one another.
Two of our provincial workshops offered training to our
members and leaders. One was specifically about computers,
technology and collaboration—the other was for leadership.
These times together sparked interest in scheduling more
workshops and gathering resource people together to share
their knowledge and experience.
Our third provincial workshop focused on the resolution
inviting us to build relationships with our First Nations
sisters. The elements of this workshop focused more on
identity, storytelling and compassion as opposed to learning
skills or techniques. This was an experience that opened our
minds and hearts. We wish to continue growing deeper in
our mutual understanding of one another.
Many of the elements we did can also be shared in
parish councils or with local groups. Two of them that stood
out were the faceless doll project—crafting a felt doll that
represents the missing aboriginal women as a gesture of
solidarity and prayer in communion with the many women
that go unaccounted— and the second, the blanket exercise,
is a way of hearing the history of the land and its peoples
by being active participants. Certain elements of our shared
history become very concrete through some of the gesture
or visual elements in this activity prepared by KAIROS, an
ecumenical organization.
We also participated in the “12 Hours of Prayer for
Palliative Care” in downtown Montreal. The basilica had
people praying during business hours, on the south shore,
and a parish had 12 hours of consecutive payer in their
chapel. Councils and members prayed in different ways on
that day.
What next? Each liturgical year brings with it specific
events and traditions we all know and love, but what will be
new or different next year?
Reporting will be new. We will try and have all parishes
use the online reporting surveys. I hope we can develop ways
to have diocesan or provincial reports that respond to what
is most needed.
In order to accomplish any of this, as well as seek out
answers together, we will try expanding our provincial
midterm to include all parish presidents. Here I remind you
that we are not so numerous, and work together at shaping
what will help our parish and diocesan councils to grow, or
when growth is not possible, to adapt to the current context
of our members.

I do truly believe that there are many answers out there.
The Lord may already have revealed some of them to some of
our members, but the Spirit will guide us to put all the pieces
of the puzzle together as we gather often and put our hearts
and minds together. V

Saskatchewan

Jean Reader
Regina, Saskatchewan

Where do you find the
hardest working women in
Canada? I would say they
are the women in our parish
councils. When I look at the
annual reports from the various dioceses, I am amazed at what
is going on. Not only do they do the “day to day” tasks of
running their councils, but they take on many other jobs, and
I am not referring to bake sales and funeral lunches. Many are
involved with “Dress-A-Girl-Around-the–World” where these
dresses are sent overseas for those less fortunate. Many women
were making quilts for those who lost everything in the forest
fires of northern Saskatchewan last year, this year it is flooding
in various towns and villages.
The CWL Clothing Depot in Saskatoon this year celebrated
its 50th anniversary, a worthwhile project with devoted
women donating their time and effort to keep this endeavour
going.
Our number of paid-up provincial members for this year is
at 6,974, which is a slight loss.
Prince Albert Diocese
921
Regina Diocese 		
3,277
Saskatoon Diocese 		
2,776

It is wonderful to see our participation in World Day of
Prayer, ecumenical meetings, Remembrance Day plus many
other activities where we interacted with people of other
faiths. One thing that comes out of these meetings time
and time again is that we have to strive not only in our own
parishes but with other churches and organizations to bring
our Christian values to the forefront in our communities,
provinces, territories and country. If you do not believe that
we have lots of work to do, just listen to the news or read the
newspapers.
Catholic education is being attacked from all sides for
not being “inclusive” enough. It does not matter that we
are working hard to adapt to the changes that are being
demanded of us because of people’s “rights.” Sometimes I
really wonder where our rights are and why are they being
trampled underfoot and ridiculed! Changes come slowly but
our society today demands instant gratification, and if you
do not conform fast enough, you are cursed and derided
because of that. Heaven forbid we should take the time to
think things over!
We have really done a lot of work on the euthanasia
question, have written letters, had meetings and conducted
workshops. Members have read material on palliative care
to become more knowledge on the subject. At the annual
provincial convention, we had one speaker who dealt with
euthanasia and the second, a physician, who spoke on
palliative care —both were very interesting and well received
by all. The more we learn, the better equipped we are.
January was a very sad month for us as Archbishop Daniel
Bohan (Regina) passed away after a long fight with cancer. The
cathedral was overflowing with people from not only his own
parish but people of all faiths and cultures. His indigenous
brothers gave him a special farewell. He had a grand “sendoff.” And now we welcome Bishop Don Bolen, formerly from
Saskatoon, as our new archbishop.
Another year has gone by and so for the last time, I wish
you all the best … One Heart, One Voice, One Mission—all for
the glory of God. V

National Council Regretfully Advises
the Passing of Life Members:
Betty Tackney
Florence Khattar

Mary Matthews

Lucille Cullen
Marguerite Normandeau
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Welcome New Life Members

Fifteen members were named life members at the annual national convention, 13 of whom are pictured above. The recipients
were: Joline Belliveau, Elizabeth Bortolussi, Shirley Campbell, Rolande Chernichan, June Fuller, Agnes Geiger, Mary Jean Horne,
Kathy Huffman, Barbara MacFarlane, Peggy MacNeil, Ann Myers, Ella Nogier, Donna Provost, Colleen Randall, Linda Squarzolo,
Toosje Van deSande, Margaret Van Meeuwen, Wilma Vanderzwaag and Sandra Wieckowski.

Introducing
Evelyn Rigby
B.C. & Yukon Provincial President

T

he fifth of six children in
an English Catholic family,
educated by the Faithful
Companions of Jesus through
school and Teacher Training College,
Evelyn taught five years before
emigrating to Canada with her
husband, Frank, in 1965. In 1983 she completed her bachelor
of education at the University of British Columbia. In the spring
of the year following her retirement, she was invited to join the
League to serve as chairperson of communications. From writing
reports to writing more reports!
Evelyn’s first parish council president, Eva Dobozy, and her
executive were inspirational, impressing Evelyn with their work
ethic, generosity and supportive nature. When approached to
run for president-elect, Evelyn was fearful and hesitant after
learning that this entailed co-chairing the parish bazaar, a
long-standing community event and great fundraiser for
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the parish and the council. After Eva assured Evelyn that
everything was well documented and she would co-chair,
she agreed. Evelyn was successfully involved in this event for
four years and had a lot of fun in the process.
Her decision to serve in this capacity was strange in that
she had vowed many years previously that she would never
take a leadership role in any organization. As a very young
teacher she had been elected president of a professional
organization, and had experienced difficulty running meetings,
especially bringing discussions to a successful conclusion.
She is deeply indebted to Eva who, by her example and
encouragement, influenced Evelyn’s to change her mind and
helped her become a stronger supporter of the parish and
wider community.
With the approval of her pastor, Evelyn ran for diocesan
office, subsequently serving as chairperson of legislation and
spiritual development and president-elect. During that time,
she organized a two day parliamentary training workshop.
She took the exam, started attending the Parliamentarians
Association of British Columbia meetings, and finally
dispelled that long held fear. As past president, she was
tasked with League development and helped set up and/or
re-activate seven councils in the Lower Mainland. Elected to
the provincial council in 2010, she has served as secretary,
chairperson of communications and president-elect.

Evelyn is grateful she has been stretched and challenged
with projects she would never have dreamed of attempting
before joining the League. These include a written submission to
BC’s Select Standing Committee on Health to protest abortion
funding, a Brief to BC Ministry of Health End-of-Life Care,
and Resolution 2005.01 Christmas Postage Stamps. She still
remembers agonizing over those “firsts”—composing that first
communique, compiling that first convention book, organizing
that first diocesan convention, producing that first newsletter,
writing that first provincial workshop and speaking at that first
Coreena Cole
Military Ordinariate
Provincial President

C

oreena was born and
raised in the rural setting
of Lower Portage, outside
of the town of Grand Falls,
New Brunswick. She was the
youngest of her four siblings
Her paternal grandparents also resided with the family.
Her paternal grandmother went blind at the age of 74,
about the same time Coreena was born. She lived another
18 years and Coreena would always see her praying for
all with her rosary beads. Across the highway from their
old homestead stood the large stone parish church that
Coreena attended. Coreena’s maternal grandmother was a
member; after her grandmother’s passing, Coreena inherited
her League pin, which she cherishes. Coreena’s dedication to
the League can be attributed to these two great ladies.
At the age of 18, Coreena joined the military, she
was married at the age of 21 and had two children by the age
of 26. In the fall of 1991, with two young children, ages 3 and
4, and her family living in Winnipeg, Manitoba, she decided
to follow her maternal grandmother’s footsteps and join the
League as a way to have some adult time.
About six months after joining, she attended the Military
Ordinariate annual provincial convention in Comox, British

government meeting, but help was always available. Those
challenges have now become achievements.
In addition to her treasured maple leaf service pin and
life membership, Evelyn has been the recipient of many
blessings—prayerful support during her husband’s illness,
friendships with strong women of faith, gentle guidance of
spiritual advisors and patient mentoring by many League
sisters.
Joining the League was one of the best decisions of her life,
second only to accepting Frank’s proposal of marriage! V

Columbia. This was an awe-inspiring convention and Coreena
has never looked back. The summer of 1992 saw Coreena
and her family being transferred to Canadian Forces Base
Gagetown in Oromocto, New Brunswick. She spent the
next 14 years there holding various positions at the parish
council level. In 2005, she was the convention chairperson
for the 38th annual provincial convention held in Gagetown.
Coreena joined the provincial executive in 2005 and has
held various positions including chairperson of education and
health, resolutions and legislation, secretary and treasurer.
In 2006, her family was posted to 4 Wing Cold Lake,
Alberta, where they currently reside. She is currently
employed as a public servant. After joining Holy Name Parish
Council, she held the positions of treasurer and chairperson
of spiritual development.
She is an active member of her chapel community. For
the past few years, she has been the liturgy chairperson
(responsible for creating the schedule of all lay people),
sacristan, extraordinary minister of the Eucharist and a
member of parish council.
After hosting the annual provincial convention in
Gagetown, she was presented with her maple leaf service pin,
and this year she looks forward to receiving her 25-year pin.
Coreena loves to travel and has been on five cruises and
travelled to Europe, Australia, New Zealand and Hawaii, to
name a few. She looks forward to retiring soon and becoming
a snowbird. V

Annual Disbursement of National Voluntary Funds
The national voluntary funds constitute monies forwarded by councils to national office for disbursement annually to
the appropriate agencies. These funds are collected from July 1st to June 30th each year with the amounts announced at the
annual national convention. The 2015-2016 collection amounts for these funds are as follows:
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace 			
$63,237.18
Catholic Missions In Canada 			
$35,805.03
$28,082.01
Coady International Institute 			
Catholic Near East Welfare Association 			
$19,566.36
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition 			
$13,069.39
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In Memoriam
CULLEN, Mary “Lucille” (nee
Baker) – ‘I have fought the

good fight’ ‘I have finished the
race’ ‘I have kept the faith’
(2, Timothy). The Cullen family
announces with profound
sadness the passing of Lucille
Cullen at Health Sciences North
on Tuesday July 26, 2016 on the
Feast day of St. Anne at the age
of 91 years.
Lucille was born in Belleville, ON November 30,
1924. She was the beloved wife of the late Michael James
“Jim Cullen” (March 8, 2016) for 67 wonderful years.
She was the ‘love of his life.’ Dearest Mommy to Louise
Stewart (Owen) of Toronto, Susan Liske (Evan) of Port
Perry, Denise Ballantyne (Bob) of Waterloo, Jim (Terry
Mills) of Sudbury, Annette Whalen (Kirk) of Waterloo
and Michael (Lucie) of Sudbury. Cherished Grandma of
19 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren. Dear sister
of Barbara Laporte of Bowmanville and brother Edward
Baker of Toronto. Predeceased by her parents, Edward York
Baker 1944 and Anna Loretto Baker (nee Connolly) 1979
and her sister Catherine Huggins, ‘Kay’, 2003.
Lucille grew up in Toronto and Ottawa. She graduated
from Immaculata High School in Ottawa. She was married
to Jim “Jimmie” on January 22, 1949 at St. Clare’s Church
in Toronto. They moved to Sudbury in 1956 and became
one of the founding families of St. Andrew the Apostle.
Lucille was a devoted, dedicated and enthusiastic
member of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada.
Mom became National President of the Catholic Women’s
League of Canada from 1990-1992, Ontario Provincial
President 1983-85 and Sault Ste. Marie Diocesan President
1976-78. She was Recipient of CWL Life Membership
1977, Charter President of St. Andrew the Apostle Parish
1958 and became a CWL Charter Member 1952 in
St. Luke’s, Thornhill.

Magazine
Deadlines
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As National President, Lucille travelled to
Rome in 1990 representing the CWL members
across Canada at the canonization of St. Marguerite
D’Youville and was chosen to personally meet the
Holy Father, now St. Pope John Paul II at the
audience with 5,000 Canadian and international
pilgrims. Other travels included a CWL Delegate
to NCCW (USA), National Convention in
Dallas, Texas and Atlanta Georgia, the WUCWO
Assembly, Guadalajara, Mexico and Chicago
One highlight as President-elect was
the mandate to handle all the details for the
introduction of the CWL flag carried for the
first time as National President at the closing
Mass at the 70th National Convention in 1990
in St. Patrick’s Basilica, Montreal, QC. She most
recently received the Pro Ecclesia et Pontific
medal also known as the “Cross of Honour
Medal” an award conferred by Pope Francis to the
laity for distinguished service to the Church.
Lucille became Regional Director for the
Arthritis Society in Northeastern Ontario from
1974-1994 supervising volunteer activities in
fundraising, public education and patient needs
in over 60 northern communities-efforts that
culiminated in opening the Sudbury office
in 1993 after countless volunteers raised
$4.1 million for arthritis research. She received the
Ontario Centennial Medal in 1984 and Canada
125 Medal 1990 in recognition of community
and church service.
Lucille and Jim built a beautiful summer camp
on Lake Panache in 1963 providing wonderful
summer vacations for all 6 children and
grandchildren for 47 years. We are forever grateful
for their tireless efforts providing cherished
memories but the greatest gift of all was the
strong commitment to Faith and Family. V

Winter issue – November 15, 2016
Spring issue – February 15, 2017
Fall issue – July 15, 2017

Mary Matthews – A woman
born before her time, that’s what
dad used to say! Our mother
was a woman who transcended
boundaries and treaded where
no woman walked before in the
Catholic Church and community.
She was passionate about rights
and equality of women in the
Church and society, issues of
social justice and the role of
the laity. From her early involvement as President of
St. Edward’s Parish Council in 1957 until her retirement
from active participation in her volunteer work in 1990,
she worked tirelessly for the Church and community.
In 1974, her work in the CWL was recognized through
her election as national president. It was a bittersweet
moment in her life because it was during the convention
that she received the news that our dad, her husband,
died suddenly. He was her rock! With the support and
encouragement of family and close friends, she continued
on though and at the end of her term as president, new
doors opened. In 1976, she became the first women
president of the board of directors of The Catholic
Children’s Aid Society after serving 12 years in various
capacities on the board.
In 1983, she was the founding president of the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Lay Associations. Her
other involvements included being an active member on
the federal advisory council on the Status of Women,
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and
Peace, Southdown/Emmanuel Convalescent Foundation,
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem,
World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations and the
first Canadian lay person to be appointed to the Pontifical
Council for the Laity in Rome by His Holiness, the late
Pope Paul IV, then reappointed by His Holiness, the late
Pope John Paul II.
In 1984, she was a commentator for CFTO (now CTV)
for the papal visit to Toronto, an honour she cherished. Her
work was recognized by the Church and the community
and she was bestowed the following honours:
Pro Ecclesia et Pontiface by His Holiness the late Pope
Paul IV
Honorary Life Member, the Catholic Women’s League
of Canada
Queen’s Jubilee Medal
Humanitarian Award, Canadian Council of Christians
and Jews

There was another side to our mother which
many people did not see. Our mother was an
accomplished pianist and choir director in her
early adult years. She was a skilled seamstress
and as children, we reaped the benefits of homesewn clothes, especially my sister and I, who
would appear in matching dresses on every
occasion.
Our mother was an avid gardener and rock
collector and on our family trips up to Bryson,
Ontario, we would often have to stop to dig
up some seedlines or pick up rocks, both of
which are still in the garden today. She was
also skilled in needlepoint and the walls of the
family home were graced with her works of art.
No piece was too large to do! Her largest and
one of her last pieces she did was Rembrandt’s
“The Night Watch”, which measures more than
4’x3’. Perhaps on her of most prized collections
was her Madonnas.
When she first started to travel for “business,”
she decided rather than purchasing “touristy”
things, she would buy a Madonna. Her travels
took her across Canada and around the world
– Europe, India, Africa, Australia and so to
accommodate her collection, she had three curio
cabinets to display them. Well, you can imagine!
Mary Frances Matthews was born in Cobalt,
Ontario, on April 2, 1915 to Agnes and Daniel
Dunnigan. She was the eldest of three children.
Both her brothers, Arthur and Vincent,
predeceased her. Her family moved to Niagara
Falls, Ontario, when she was still a young
child. She attended St. Patrick’s School, Loretto
Academy, Ontario Teacher’s College and Queen’s
University.
Following graduation, she returned to
St. Patrick’s school as a teacher. In 1943, she
married our dad, James Joseph Matthews, a
young lawyer from Niagara Falls and they started
their married life in Ottawa and eventually settled
in Toronto. Together they raised five children –
Michael, Marty, Melanie, Mary-Anne and Mark.
She died in Toronto, Ontario, on June 5, 2016.
Love you Mom!
The family wishes to thank everyone for their
prayerful support and sharing in the celebration
in our mother’s life. A special thanks to the
following: Father Patrick O’Dea, St. Edward’s
Catholic Women’s League. V
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Happy Birthday!
Congratulations to the following centenarians!
Helen Chandler
106 years old on July 1, 2016
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Council
Cornwall, Prince Edward Island

Sally Beaton
100 years old on March 28, 2016
St. Mary Parish Council
Mabou, Nova Scotia

Vivian Morin
100 years old on March 14, 2016
St. Alfred Parish Council
St. Catharines, Ontario

Barbara Risling
105 years old on March 3, 2016
St. James Parish Council
Wilkie, Saskatchewan

Marie Hunter
100 years old on June 23, 2016
Holy Trinity Parish Council
North Vancouver, British Columbia

Leona Parent
100 years old on February 3, 2016
St. Simon & St. Jude Parish Council
Belle River, Ontario

Marie Remy
103 years old on May 24, 2016
St. Patrick Cathedral Parish Council
Hamilton, Ontario

Frances Leahy
100 years old on April 16, 2016
St. Augustine Parish Council
Taber, Alberta

Barbara Rabl
100 years old on May 10, 2016
St. Anthony Parish Council
Lloydminster, Alberta

Lena DeMarse
101 years old on April 5, 2016
St. Anne Parish Council
Tecumseh, Ontario

Ann Kneale
100 years old on April 10, 2016
St. Joseph Parish Council
Grimsby, Ontario

Gwen Tobin
100 years old on April 18, 2016
St. Joseph Parish Council
Bras d’Or, Nova Scotia

Irene Elle
101 years old on March 30, 2016
Holy Family Parish Council
Medicine Hat, Alberta

Dorothy Lutz
100 years old on May 7, 2016
St. John the Baptist Parish Council
Kitchener, Ontario

Alice Welwood
100 years old on March 30, 2016
St. Mary Parish Council
Chilliwack, British Columbia

Anne Galesloot
101 years old on May 29, 2016
St. Margaret Parish Council
Thunder Bay, Ontario

Antoinette Marchand
100 years old on June 16, 2016
St. Joseph’s Basilica Parish Council
Edmonton, Alberta

Congratulations!
Congratulations to parish councils celebrating anniversaries!
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95 Years
Holy Trinity Parish Council
Woodstock, Ontario

90 Years
St. Bonaventure Parish Council
Killarney, Ontario

50 Years
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Council
Fort Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan

St. Columban Parish Council
Cornwall, Ontario

85 Years
St Joseph Parish Council
Kindersley, Saskatchewan

St. Charles Garnier Parish Council
Hamilton, Ontario

St. Francis Xavier Parish Council
Tilbury, Ontario

St. Mary Parish Council
Lanigan, Saskatchewan

St. John the Evangelist Parish Council
Woodslee, Ontario

St. Joseph Parish Council
Canora, Saskatchewan
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Centenary Celebration!

100th Anniversary Lap
Quilt Challenge

Betty Colaneri
National Chairperson of Community Life

Betty Anne Brown Davidson
Honorary Life Member

These are exciting times in our League history! Every year the
Centenary Committee will be hosting events leading up to the
100th anniversary to commemorate this auspicious occasion.

Dear Sisters in the League,
With the cooler weather approaching, members often feel
like hunkering down with fibers in hand (“To keep warm?”, one
might ask). Such fabric could be knitting or crochet wool or
fabric like cotton, synthetics or wool. At this time of year, some
just feel like making something for someone.
The Centenary Committee to the rescue; we have the perfect
project for you! In the lead up to 2020, we want to create a
yearly event or project to increase anticipation for 2020. This
year, besides the 100th anniversary logo competition, we are
offering members the opportunity to participate in the lap quilt/
blanket challenge.

Kick starting the celebration is a logo contest that was introduced at
this year’s national convention in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Every member is
encouraged to submit their creative ideas for a logo that will be used on
all 100th anniversary promotional items as the official logo.
The contest details are as follows:
Entries will be accepted until the deadline of December 31, 2016.
The judging period begins on January 2, 2017 and ends on
January 15, 2017.
Eligibility
The contest is open to all members.
•
•
•

•
•

•

• On the idea of a prayer shawl, a lap quilt can be made either
by an individual member or a small committee or the whole
parish council, while praying for its beneficiary.

How to Enter
E-mail your submission to betty.colaneri@gmail.com.
Mail a copy to Betty Colaneri, 757 Queenston Road, Niagara-onthe-Lake, ON L0S 1J0.
The submission must be your original creation made solely by
you. Reproducing, modifying, enhancing or altering a third party’s
pre-existing work does not qualify as an original creation.
Your submission may not have been previously used or published.

• The lap quilt size would vary, being enough to fit over your
body and legs to keep you cozy if you were sitting in a chair.
• Lap quilts can be made for a child, a woman or a man.
• These lap quilts would be given to a local palliative care,
hospice, hospital or parish shut-ins.
• The lap quilts say “We care for you” in a tangible way.

By submitting an entry, you acknowledge that your entry:
Will become the property of the Centenary Committee to be used
in any form for the purpose of advertising, promotional products
and fundraising.
That your name will be publicized on the League website, social
media and in the League magazine.

• This project is a natural evolution of the Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy.
• It is also a natural evolution of the national focus on
palliative and hospice care.
• Big wish: at least one lap quilt per council

Judging Criteria for Selecting Finalists
During the judging period, the Centenary Committee will judge
all eligible entries received during the entry period on the basis of
originality, creativity and style.
The final decision is at the sole discretion of the Centenary
Committee.
The grand prize winner will receive recognition on the website
and social media, and in the magazine. She will also receive a 100th
anniversary package.

• Can you envision a quilt display at each diocesan/provincial
and national convention then a commissioning from the
conventions “to go and distribute them to those in need?”
• Quilts can be given either to individuals or collectively to a
palliative/hospice care centre.

Easy challenge: to create 100 quilts across
Canada to celebrate the up-coming 100th
anniversary. Big challenge: to create at least
one lap quilt per council.

Periodically experienced people are required to support the
work of the League. If you have a specific talent, skill or gift
that you could share please fill out the following/or forward the
information via email to info@cwl.ca.
Name
Retired
Currently working at
Past experience
(cantor, musician…)

✄

Spiritual gifts

Ideas:
Photos of the quilts could be assembled or graphed to
resemble a huge quilt.
A prayer service could be used during the 2017
“12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care” related to
the distribution of the lap quilts. “I was cold and
you warmed me; I was sick and you visited me;
I was alone and you wrapped me in love”…anything is
possible. The sky is the limit!
Good luck and may Our Lady of Good Counsel whisper
her truths in your ear. Remember, she said one time, “Do
whatever He tells you.”
Peace and joy to you!
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Organizational Chart
National First Vice-President and Chairperson of Education
and Health Fran Lucas
During my past two years as national chairperson of
communications, I often was asked by members to explain the
wheel in the National Manual of Policy and Procedure (P&P)
(page 12). They felt an update was required to understand the
various levels of the League more easily. After collaborating with
several members and national office, a new version was created.
At the national executive meeting in August the chart was further

discussed, a couple of changes incorporated and then approved
as you see it below. We feel the colour coding and elaborate
description more readily gives understanding to how the League
is organized. The boxes along the bottom identify the positions
within the respective levels including the spiritual advisors. This
chart will replace the wheel in the next update to the national P&P.
A recommendation has been made that this chart be included in
welcome kits sent to new members.

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada
Organization Chart
National Council

National President

Spiritual Advisor

National Executive
Provincial

National Officers

Life Members

Presidents

Spiritual Advisor

Provincial Executive
Provincial Officers

Diocesan

Presidents

Spiritual Advisor

Diocesan Executive
Executive Director

Diocesan Officers

Parish

Presidents

Spiritual Advisor

Parish Executive
Parish Officers

National Office Staff

Members

36

National Officers

Provincial, Diocesan and Parish Officcers

Standing Committee Chairpersons

Spiritual Advisors

President
President-Elect
First Vice-President
Second Vice-President
Secretary-Treasurer
Past President
Chairpersons (5)

President
President-Elect
First Vice-President
Second Vice-President (optional)
Secretaries (one or two)
Treasurer
Past President
Chairpersons (as required)

Spiritual Development
Organization
Christian Family Life
Community Life
Education and Health
Communications
Resolutions
Legislation
Parish Activities (parish only)
Laws (national only)
International Relations (national only)

National
Provincial
Diocesan
Parish
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There shall be a
spiritual advisor for
each council (C&B,
Part IX).

The Catholic Women’s League Leadership Foundation wishes to thank Conrad Wyrzykowski,
husband of Honorary Life Member Evelyn Wyrzykowski, and their family for a very generous
donation of $100,000 to the Foundation. This donation will help shape the futures of many
blossoming Catholic women leaders across Canada.

Stewardship
Sandi Digras – Victoria Diocesan Chairperson of Communications
In Matthew Kelly’s book The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic,
he wrote 7% of Catholics in a parish do 80% of the giving of their
time and treasure. He further suggested those motivated to do
this are the happiest members of the parish family.
As part of that 7%, I fully agree that giving my time to further
Jesus’s message and to assist where I am needed is why you will
see my name on most committees and volunteer projects.
Recently, I was a guest on the “At Home with Jim and Joy”
show on Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN). Jim Pinto
suggested after receiving my biography he wanted to make
the show about stewardship. I never really thought of all my
volunteering as stewardship—I just felt I was being asked and I
said yes if I was able.
When I arrived at the home I was staying at while at EWTN,
I found a copy of The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic by
my bedside. The four signs are prayer, study, generosity and
evangelization.
The chapter on generosity included a heading called
“Stewardship & Providence.”
When I read that as Christians we are given our time, talents
and treasure as a loan from God and we should be spending our
earthly life giving them back to God—wow, that hit me like a ton
of bricks. Was all this volunteering and saying yes returning my
gifts to God? Was God the centre of why I said yes? I really had
to pray about that.
In praying, I also had to think if this was an ego trip or a true
calling by God to fulfil a need.
It is very easy to say yes because you feel it will make you
standout or seem important, but the true generous person takes
what is entrusted to them by God and, through prayer, decides
how best to give back in a meaningful way. This is a good test to
show how humbly we perform our tasks.
As God said, “Beware of practising your piety before others in
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your
Father in heaven” (Mt. 6.1). It was time to examine my motives for
saying yes—for literally going down the checklist and determining
what task or job I accepted that was more for my glory than God’s.
Kelly suggests using a 1-10 scale to see where your motivation
is. If you can honestly say you accepted giving your talents
because it brought you closer to God, then your motivation is not
self-centred. If, on the other hand, you accepted the task knowing
you would be praised, it no longer puts God first and, like those

praised on earth, you lose the grace of heaven. Stewardship then
offers God your talents for others to benefit.
I asked myself, “Did I start the grief group purely to assist
fellows on the road of grief? Did I believe in my heart that would
help us all?” I, too, benefited by the group’s friendship and I truly
did feel this was a God directed effort.
On the other hand, helping our pastor with the refugee
committee was not purely something I was doing for those
tortured souls in the Middle East. I accepted it because I wanted
to please our pastor and give him support so he would be grateful
to me. I know the other members of our committee were grateful
I was keeping our group together and motivating it. We are all
motivated to help and, when asked, we all said “yes.”
Dynamic Catholics, as Mathew Kelly writes, make the
connection between everything they do and their faith. This
connection should motivate those with a strong faith to put God
first and do what they feel will make their faith stronger.
Kelly further adds that, in many ways, generosity is our way
of knowing God has taken root in our hearts.
Why we say yes or no is something we need to analyze. Are
we saying no because too many worldly things are absorbing our
time? Do we pray and take time to ask God if by agreeing to a
request for help it is getting us closer to Him?
I do not have talents in the kitchen but when my husband was
dying and could no longer do the cooking I did what I could to
make his life easier. Did I see God while I was preparing his meals
or was I just going through the motions, getting little pleasure
in helping my sick mate and thereby pleasing God? For the most
part it was an unwanted duty, but, once in a while, when he really
enjoyed the meal, his sincere thanks made me feel I was doing
what God wanted.
When I say yes to most requests from various ministries, I say
yes because it not only flatters me to be asked but it gives my
time and talents back to that ministry as a “thank you” for being
there. Do not wait to be asked; not everyone has your hidden
talents, so think about it, pray about it, then say I would like to
help in whatever your group or parish asks. Just look in the parish
bulletin every week— there is a ministry or outreach program that
could use your support.
Time, talent and treasure—we have all three, we just have to
ask God how best to use them for His greater good. V
FALL 2016 / THE CANADIAN LEAGUE

37

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT
C-702 SCOTLAND AVENUE
WINNIPEG, MB R3M 1X5
E-MAIL: MEMBERSHIP@CWL.CA
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