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Happy New Year everyone! 

May the new year be one of personal happiness to you and those you touch 
through actions of spiritual and corporal works of mercy that have been asked of each 
of us by Pope Francis in this Extraordinary  Jubilee of Mercy.  

As millions fled war and famine, 2015 was called the year of the refugee. I 
believe 2016 will continue to be a year of the refugee as many more are in dire straits, 
and thankfully thousands will find their new homes to be wonderful places in Canada! 
Last night, me and another life member and friend of mine, Alberta MacKenzie 
Provincial Past President Dorothy Johansen, had the pleasure of delivering a workshop 

on the theme One Heart, One Voice, One Mission to members of Our Lady of the Angels Parish Council 
(Fort Saskatchewan). We were pleased to hear about the young refugee family the parish has sponsored and 
some of the beautiful memories members have already made for this family of four that will remember them 
forever! They brought a Christmas tree for them and members helped decorate it, facilitated the parents 
purchasing gifts for the children then took them away to wrap and bring back on Christmas morning, took 
the children on a sleigh ride, dropped in on them on a regular basis to see how they were managing and 
helped in many ways, though communicating was not always certain to have been understood. The 
members laughed and their eyes sparkled as they shared their experiences, and they were anxious for their 
next visit with their new friends. Prominently displayed on a wall were a number of photographs of the 
family in their new home, right next to the other activities of the council. How proud these members were to 
share their stories about this family and the many other good initiatives they are involved in! Undoubtedly 
we will have many, many more stories about councils and refugee families. Please remember to share them 
through the Be League newsletter. I cannot wait to read them all! 

In all we do this year let us remember Paul’s words to the Philippians, “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). 

Thank you to the Ontario councils, this month’s featured province, for their submissions. These 
submissions are on the following pages along with various other councils’ submissions. We look forward to 
Prince Edward Island’s submissions for the February issue. All other councils may send submissions in as 
well as there is no limit to the length of this monthly newsletter! 

The deadline for the next submissions is January 31
st

. 

 
God Bless, 
Fran Lucas 
National Second Vice-President and Chairperson of Communications 
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Happy New Year greetings and blessings to all! 
The Christmas decorations are stored away. The house without the tree, lights, 

candles and Christmas clutter looks and feels bare for the first few days. As we get used to 
the order once again, it is time to get working. It is time to focus on what Christmas 
meant to us and how we are going to embrace 2016, the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.  

This Christmas had a special feel, I think, with Pope Francis and his many 
reminders about the jubilee and how it has the power to change the world. People really 
seem to be listening to him, following his tweets and sharing posts on Facebook, no 
doubt because of the Christmas spirit when most hearts are mellow and open. It is the 

year, he says, the church will be called to offer more evident signs of God’s presence and 
closeness. 

For me this Christmas was especially memorable because we welcomed grandson 
Samuel Peter, who was two months old on Christmas Day, and because I had just returned from 

the holy place where Jesus was born. Reliving the pilgrimage throughout the season gave me pause to reflect 
in a different way. When I think of the Epiphany, for instance, and having seen where the kings would have 
found the baby Jesus, I pray this year will be an epiphany of sorts for us all that through our efforts to 
embrace the jubilee, each one of us will experience a new manifestation of our faith, perhaps a sudden or 
striking conversion of heart, a realization of God’s love and mercy we never knew before. Epiphany—an 
encounter that has a lasting impact! 

By now I hope everyone has seen my letter, the beautiful brochure and the pledge cards that were 
mailed to parish council presidents on December 8

th
, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. You can 

access these at http://cwl.ca/extraordinary-jubilee-of-mercy-brochure-and-pledge-card/ 
The theme chosen for this jubilee is One Heart, One Voice, One Mission: Palliative and Hospice 

Care. For the past year we have been focusing on “One Heart–filled with mercy, compassion and holiness;  
One Voice –united in harmony to speak the truth with courage and zeal; One Mission-witnessing to the 
Good News of the Gospel through personal encounter and joyful service.” 

By adding palliative and hospice care to the theme for 2016, we hope to galvanize members and all 
people to pay attention to this important end-of-life issue. The three parts of One Heart, One Voice, One 
Mission come together to help us focus on outward expressions of mercy towards our sisters and brothers 
who are reaching the end of their natural lives. We are called to be the visible face of Christ in the world. 
What better way to encounter and support another human being. 

There are many ways we can do this, and you will see from the pledge cards the end result of our 

efforts is to make a spiritual bouquet for Pope Francis and his intentions. National First Vice-President and 

Chairperson of Spiritual Development Anne Gorman noted in 1955 the Province of New Brunswick alone 

had 85,000 offerings for a spiritual bouquet for the pope. Imagine the prayers and good works we can offer 

from national council this year! This unusual spiritual bouquet is not about ticking off boxes or bragging 

about our good works. It is about doing all the things we normally do and more, with a particular emphasis 

on offering it to God for our Holy Father. Will you do it? 

Looking ahead, please pray for all the pilgrims who are travelling to the International Eucharistic 

Congress in Cebu, Philippines, next week and for the success of the congress. I am going as part of the 

English speaking delegation and we are expecting more than 150 Canadians. Watch for tweets and 

Facebook posts! 

I pray this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy will see many doors open to us and for us and that we 

will be able to take advantage of making a pilgrimage to a holy door. There we can enter, seek forgiveness, 

start over and experience God’s tender mercy. 

Gratefully, 
Barb Dowding 
National President 

  

http://cwl.ca/extraordinary-jubilee-of-mercy-brochure-and-pledge-card/
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Ontario councils spent 2015 exemplifying the theme 
One Heart, One Voice, One Mission.  

 
Precious Blood Cathedral Parish Council (Sault Ste. 

Marie) has been donating up to four hours of members’ time 
every three months for the last 53 years to the local blood 
donor clinic. They greet donors with a smile, make 
conversation, distribute nourishment, and accompany and 
encourage them throughout the donation process,creating a 
warm and caring atmosphere. Pictured are Maureen 
Gooderham (left) and Michelle Inch (right). 

 

 

Every year, St. Peter the Apostle Parish Council 
(North Bay) delivers presents to the residents of the 
Evergreen Lodge at the North Bay and Regional Health 
Center. Through the generosity of parishioners, they are 
able to provide Christmas cheer to the special people with 
Alzheimer’s Disease. Pictured left are Ann Robb-Mathieu, 
chairperson of communications, and Marcelle Beaulieu, 
president.  

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bartholomew Parish Council 
(Scarborough) celebrated its Christmas dinner 
on December 8

th
 (Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception) with a mass to coincide with the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. This year the 
traditional “Nativity Play with a Twist” had an all 
female cast and was performed by members and 
the Catholic Girls’ League (CGL). Mrs. Clause 
(pictured) arrived from the North Pole to narrate 
the story. There were 70 members, their spouses 
and parents of the CGL in attendance. 
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On December 3
rd

, St. Mary of the 
People Parish Council (Oshawa) along 
with the local Knights of Columbus hosted 
a Christmas party for over 100 seniors 
from the parish and community. Activities 
included a visit from Santa, a take home 
gift, caroling, lunch (made by members) 
and draws for the table poinsettias and gift 
mugs full of goodies. A great time was had 
by all.Pictured from left to right: Nina 
Tonna, Helen Janzkiewicz, Nora Mopas 
and Dolly Richards.  

 

 

Our Lady of Fatima Parish Council 
(Renfrew) took a pilgrimage tour on September 14

th
. 

Led by Fr. Ryan Holly, it brought 40 pilgrims 
together, singing and praying with One Heart, One 
Voice, One Mission. Attendees visited of Shrine of St. 
Ann (Cormac), Madonna House (Combermere), and 
St. Mary Church (Wilno), and returned home feeling 
spiritually renewed.  

 

 

 

A new parishioner joined Star of the Sea Parish Council’s  
(St. Catharine’s) prayer shawl group, turban sewing group (for 
cancer patients) and the council itself. Teresa Montana presented 
new parish priest Fr. Richard Kowalchuk with a framed picture of a 
cross with angels. This was handmade without a pattern! Teresa’s 
diligence, reliability and talents have been a blessing for everyone. 
The council is thankful she belongs. 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Parish Council (Highland Creek) took 
part in the 30

th
 Annual Heritage Day Festival of Highland 

Creek. This annual event brings the community together to 
enjoy games for children, foods from various countries, 
vendors, bake sales, plants sales, “treasures” and much 
more. Members dressed in costumes of the various 
nationalities which represent the diverse makeup of the 
parish and council and participated in the parade 
with the slogan, “Diversity Is Our Strength, Come 
Join Us Now!” 
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Lorraine Crain of Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Parish Council (Corbeil) presented a $50.00 
cheque to Dennis Allard from the Nipissing 
District EMS community paramedicine 
program, which purchases magnetic safety 
dials. The project was born from the needs 
and desires of senior residents to assist in 
identifying when their neighbours may need 
assistance. The blue magnetic dials are 
placed on participant’s doors as a safety 
measure and if not removed by a certain 
time of day will signal fellow residents they 
may need. This is a voluntary, free of 
charge program,.  

 

On January 2
nd

, Monica Davis of Holy Family Parish Council (Sechelt, British Columbia) had 
her head shaved for a breast cancer fundraiser. The event took place at Strait Coffee in the Wilson Creek 
Plaza with the goal of raising $1,000. Three members of Monica’s immediate and extended family are 
presently undergoing treatment and indeed one does not have to look very far to find a family that has not 
been affected in some way by this disease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before 

After 
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Holy Redeemer Parish Council (Sydney, Nova Scotia) members recently gathered to celebrate the 
installation of a new executive, present service pins and welcome four new members! 

Congratulations! 

Vancouver Diocesan Council held an empty chair ceremony on November 19, 2015, at its diocesan 
meeting to remember the 70 members in the diocese who had died that year. The council also held a 
Catch the Fire! event at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Vancouver on Saturday, November 21

st
.  
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During the month of 
November, through the work of St. 
Augustine Parish Council 
(Moncton, New Brunswick) and 
the generosity of parishioners, the 
council’s mitten tree campaign was 
once again a huge success! The 
council collected 171 pairs of 
mittens, 71 hats and 20 scarves! 
These items would be distributed to 
six area schools to children in need.  

 

 

 

 

As part of a special celebration on June 2
nd

, St. Peter Parish Council (Winnipeg, Manitoba) 
collected food for Chez Nous (a drop-in centre in the core area) and leftovers from the celebration were 
also taken there. It was very much appreciated as their cupbards had been bare for three weeks! Two-
hundred and seventy-six dollars was also collected for NorWest Coops Community Food Centre (the first 
to open in western Canada) to serve the four nearby low income neighbourhoods where they will offer 
diabetes cooking groups and 13 other programs including a free community lunch, kids drop-in and food 
preparation program. 

Also as part of the celebrations was a short re-
enactment of how the council began. Thank you to the 
daughters of the two original organizing members who 
portrayed their mothers, and to the Winnipeg diocesan 
president and Winnipeg diocesan chairpersom of 
organization who portrayed their predecessors on May 3, 
1955. The last charter member showed everyone a copy 
of the original “Application for Certificate of 
Organization.” A delicious supper followed.  

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Parish Council (Dingwall, 
Nova Scotia) held its annual fundraiser, the 
Christmas Tea & Sale, on November 14

th
. The 

council raised $1,340.20 for the parish to be used 
as it saw fit, and Scotiabank matched that 
amount! Pictured is president Linda Burton, 
treasurer Peggy Morrison, and two bank 
employees on each end. The council cannot thank 
Scotiabank enough for its contribution.  
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Sacred Heart Parish Council (Lumby, British Columbia), St. 
Ann Parish Council (Enderby) and St. Joseph Parish Council 
(Armstrong) came together on November 21

st
 to conduct two S’Mores 

workshops. Topics of the workshops included “Objects of the CWL: a 
spiritual perspective” and “Hospitality Protocol”. They were 
informative and entertaining. The workshops started with a celebration 
mass in Armstrong and then members carpooled to Enderby. Everyone 
was asked to bring a decorated bag lunch for exchanging and to 
participate in a funny earring content. All 20 ladies who attended 
enjoyed the whole day! (Pictured: Marie April wearing her most colorful 
earrings – a snowflake ornament). 

 

 

Irene Burchat St. Michael Parish Council   Douglas, Ontario  

Joanne Vandenberk Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 

 

Mary Campbell Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 
Pat Porter St. Peter the Apostle Parish Council   North Bay, Ontario  
Marie Srokosz Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 

 

Members of St. Emile Parish Council (Legal, Alberta) met for its monthly meeting at the rectory to welcome Fr. 
Francis Geraldo to the parish. He was presented with a gift basket of home baked goodies such as cookies, jams, 
relishes and even a knitted slippers, and was made to feel very welcome. The council also had its Christmas get 
together and enjoyed a great lunch. 

 



10 | P a g e  
 

Ilona Gergowski St. Edward the Confessor Parish Council Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Antoinette Pachlarz Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 
 

Birdiene Baron St. Peter Parish Council   Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Janet Willsie Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 

Patricia Hlady Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 
Cathy McLennan Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 
Gloria Laporte Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Council Grand Bend, Ontario 
 

Jacqueline D’Souza St. Peter Parish Council Winnipeg, Manitoba  

 

1. What is the most popular council 
name? 

a. St. Mary 
b. St. Joseph 
c. Sacred Heart 

2. In what province was the most recent 
council formed? 

a. Nova Scotia 
b. British Columbia 
c. Ontario 

3. Which prairie province has the most 
parish councils? 

a. Manitoba 
b. Saskatchewan 
c. Alberta 

4. How many parish councils will be 
celebrating their centennial in 2020? 

a. 3 
b. 5 
c. 7 

5. How many life members were there at 
the end of 2015? 

a. 297 
b. 317 
c. 328 

6. MacDonald is the most popular Mac 
name in the Amsoft database (879 
members). Which is the most 2nd 
common Mac name? 

a. MacKinnon 
b. MacNeil 
c. MacLean 

7. Which is not recorded on parish 
council charters? 

a. Spiritual Advisor 
b. President 
c. Treasurer 
d. Secretary 

8. How many Year of Mercy letters went 
out? 

a. 1498 
b. 1531 
c. 1586 

9. Which province does not have a 
Canadian Martyrs parish? 

a. Manitoba 
b. Alberta 
c. British Columbia 

10. How many parish councils have the 
word “Holy” in their name? 

a. 96 
b. 101 
c. 87 
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C-702 Scotland Ave 
Winnipeg, MB          R3M 1X5 

 
Phone: (204) 927-2310 

Toll Free: (888) 656-4040 
Fax: (888) 831-9507 
E-mail: info@cwl.ca 

 

1. Joseph was originally from... (Luke 2:3) 

    A. Bethlehem 

    B. Nazareth 

    C. Hebron 

    D. Jerusalem  

    E. None of the above 

 

2. What does the Bible say that the innkeeper said 

to Mary and Joseph? (Luke 2:7) 

    A. “There is no room in the inn.” 

    B. “I have a stable you can use.” 

    C. “Come back later and I should have some 

vacancies.” 

    D. Both A and B 

    E. None of the above 

 

3. A manger is a... 

    A. Stable for domestic animals 

    B. Wooden hay storage bin 

    C. Feeding trough 

    D. Barn 

 

4. Which animals does the Bible say were present 

at Jesus’ birth? 

    A. Cows, sheep, goats 

    B. Cows, donkeys, goats 

    C. Sheep and goats only 

    D. Miscellaneous barnyard animals 

    E. None of the above 

 

5. Who saw the star in the east? 

    A. Shepherds 

    B. Mary and Joseph 

    C. Three kings 

    D. Both A and C 

    E. None of the above 

 

 

 

6. According to the Bible, how did Mary and 

Joseph get to Bethlehem? 

    A. Camel 

    B. Donkey 

    C. Walked 

    D. Joseph walked, Mary rode a donkey 

    E. Horse-drawn chariot 

    F. Who knows? 

 

7. How many angels spoke to the shepherds? 

(Luke 2:10) 

    A. One 

    B. Three 

    C. Multitude 

    D. None of the above 

 

8. What did the angels say/sing? (Luke 2:14) 

    A. “Glory to God in the highest, etc.” 

    B. “Alleluia” 

    C. “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given” 

    D. “Joy to the world, the Lord is come” 

    E. “Glory to the newborn King” 

 

9. What is a heavenly host? 

    A. The angel at the gate of heaven 

    B. The angel who serves refreshments in 

heaven 

    C. An angel choir 

    D. An angel army 

    E. None of the above 

 

10. There was snow that first Christmas... 

    A. Only in Bethlehem 

    B. All over Israel 

    C. Nowhere in Israel 

    D. Somewhere in Israel

 
 

The next deadline for submissions is 
January 31

st
.  

 
Please submit your stories and photos to 

communications@cwl.ca, by mail or 
 fax to (888) 831-9507. 
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