
Official Publication of 
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 
Volume 91/No. 3/Fall 2015 Printed in Canada

The
Canadian

League



The Canadian League is published three times a year by 

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada. Material may 

not be reprinted, in whole or in part, without permission 

of the publisher. Subscription rates: Annual national per 

capita fee of $13.00 includes subscription rate of $3.00. 

Non-members, $8.00 per year. Agreement number 40007536 

ISSN-0384-630

Printed in Canada

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

OFFICERS

Spiritual Advisor: Most. Rev. William McGrattan  
Bishop of Peterborough
President: Barbara Dowding
President-Elect: Margaret Ann Jacobs
1st Vice-President: Anne Gorman
2nd Vice-President: Fran Lucas
Secretary-Treasurer: Shari Guinta  
Past President: Betty Anne Brown Davidson
Spiritual Development: Anne Gorman 
Organization: Margaret Ann Jacobs
Christian Family Life: Judy Lewis 
Community Life: Doreen Gowans
Education and Health: Nancy Simms
Communications: Fran Lucas
Resolutions: Jacqueline Nogier
Legislation: Janet McLean
Laws: Betty Anne Brown Davidson 
International Relations: Barbara Dowding

PRESIDENTS OF PROVINCIAL COUNCILS

Alberta Mackenzie: Cathy Bouchard
B.C. & Yukon: Pat Deppiesse
Manitoba: Faith Anderson
Military Ordinariate: Shelley De-Serres
New Brunswick: Marg McCallum
Newfoundland and Labrador: Ruby Sharpe
Nova Scotia: Joan Bona
Ontario: Pauline Krupa
Prince Edward Island: Louise Doiron
Quebec: Ingrid Lefort
Saskatchewan: Jean Reader  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Kim Scammell
C-702 Scotland Avenue, Winnipeg, MB  R3M 1X5
Tel: (204) 927-2310 Toll-Free: (888) 656-4040
Fax: (204) 927-2321 Toll-Free: (888) 831-9507
E-mail: info@cwl.ca Website: www.cwl.ca

EDITORIAL BOARD

National Chairperson of Communications: 
Fran Lucas
National President: Barbara Dowding
Executive Director: Kim Scammell

National Offi ce Staff Directory

Executive Director: Kim Scammell ............................ executivedirector@cwl.ca
(national executive and policy)
Corresponding Secretary: Diane Kelln ............. correspondingsecretary@cwl.ca
(life members, crest permissions, communiques, correspondence)
Senior Accounting Clerk: Valroy Anderson ..........................accounting@cwl.ca
(orders and per capita fees)
Membership Coordinator: Amanda McCormick ...............membership@cwl.ca
(membership renewals, changes and years of service)
Communications Coordinator: Erica Johnson ........... communications@cwl.ca  
(resolutions, magazine, e-newsletter, social media, website, minutes)
Office Assistant: Ingrid Taylor.......................................  officeassistant@cwl.ca 
(bursaries, Book of Life, parish council records, archives)
All other inquiries should be sent to ............................................  info@cwl.ca 
for forwarding to the appropriate respondent.

Photos courtesy of Olaf Sztaba

Official Publication of  
The Catholic Women’s League of Canada  
Volume 91/No. 3/Fall 2015 Printed in Canada

The
Canadian

League

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO 
CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT

C-702 SCOTLAND AVENUE

WINNIPEG, MB  R3M 1X5

E-MAIL: MEMBERSHIP@CWL.CA

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NO. 40007536

TABLE OF CONTENTS

President’s Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Reflections on The Care of Our Common Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Highlights of Annual National Convention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Oral Reports from the 95th Annual National Convention . . 9-17, 20-32

95th Annual National Convention Resolutions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18-19

Congratulations to 2015 Bursary Recipients  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

Annual Disbursement of National Voluntary Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33

Welcome New Life Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33

Introducing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34

Affiliations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35

Having an Effect on Our World  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36



1FALL 2015 / THE CANADIAN LEAGUE

present. A group of young people had gathered, some standing, 
others joining me on the bench.  

The handsome young man beside me started a conversation, 
asking where I was from. His name was Robert and he was part 
of a youth group from a gospel church in Manitoba. When I told 
him what I was writing about and why, his friends stopped and 
joined in. The arrival of Robert, Lucas, Matthia, Jonah, Adelaide, 
Lara and their friends was not an accident. It was an answer to a 
prayer that I did not know I had prayed. All the years I worked 
downtown, I told them, the street people became in many ways 

part of the landscape, invisible and easy to 
pass. I struggled with my own feelings and 
hated to ignore those folks but was scared 
or did not know how to engage them. 
Sometimes I gave change, sometimes I 
would say hello, but I always hurried on my 
way. They were interested in my concern 
for the street people and why. I told them 
about the annual national convention and 
in particular about the presentation made 
by Bishop Gary Gordon (Victoria) on the 
art of visiting. They agreed that the city 
was beautiful on the surface, but they had 
seen the poverty. I told them about the 
man I shook hands with and that I was 
going to find him on my way back. I also 
told them they were very blessed to be 
free to speak of their faith so openly and 
wished them a safe journey to Chilliwack 
and home. (I noted the program they are 
involved in and will check it out. “Feed 
my lambs”.)

I said goodbye to the gospel group, 
walked back the way I came and found the man. He did not see 
what I put in his cup, he only saw me. We talked for awhile and 
exchanged names; his is Fernando and he was from Argentina 
and from a long line of Basque heritage. I had to go, so we shook 
hands. I very nearly hugged him.... maybe next time.

I relate this story here so readers may appreciate this one 
example of how the convention made a difference. Dr. Josephine 
Lombardi set the stage in her keynote address as she unpacked 
One Heart, One Voice, One Mission over three days. She set us 
free, free to leave the past behind, to forgive ourselves and 
others, to go forward with holy courage. She spoke about being 

“Alone with none but thee my God, I hurried on my way.”  

The 95th annual national convention was over and 
everyone had gone home. Taking advantage of the hour 
I had to myself, I decided to go for a walk—alone in 

the crowd as people filled the city street rushing about their 
business, bustling with purpose, each on a mission of sorts. 
It was a glorious day. I could hear the seagulls and feel the 
warmth of sun. The food trucks, a recent phenomenon, were 
busy as people waited in long lines to eat lunch on the run. 
The convention filled my mind, a 
beautiful blur, an amazing collage of 
memories still so fresh and real.

I was born in this beautiful city 
and lived here all my life, except for 
two years in England, and worked 
for over 20 years here in the heart of 
it. Today I see it through a different 
lens as I wondered what League 
sisters would have seen, a city in all 
its glory, magnificence and wealth?  
Would visitors see the beautiful 
skyline with traditional architecture 
and very new skyscrapers, the 
mountains so close you could 
touch them, the sea reflecting the 
sails on the water and the sky, that 
day at least, as blue as can be? 
How do others see it? Vancouver is 
“spectacular by nature” indeed.  

So I walked on. I saw men and 
women begging, sitting on the 
pavement surrounded by meagre 
possessions, some sleeping, others wrapped in blankets 
ignoring the passersby, hoping for some change to be dropped 
in the cup, hat or bowl that was sitting there. And then one man 
caught my attention. He was greeting people as they rushed by. 
He was friendly, holding out a small coffee cup and offering a 
friendly hello. My usual response that I don’t carry cash was met 
with a wave and we wished each other a good day. When he put 
out his hand I shook it warmly and kept going.

I found a place to sit in the sun, totally alone and absorbed 
in my thoughts writing notes in my book, when all of a sudden 
there was activity around me and I was jolted back into the 

Barb Dowding
National President and Chairperson of International Relations

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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known and being in the presence of another. Dr. Lombardi’s 
joyful authentic witness touched us deeply as she challenged us 
“to be transformed through our encounter with Christ.”

Our hearts were opened then and ready to receive the gift 
from Bishop Gordon in his heartfelt presentation. His stories 
about his League mom made us laugh but it was his message 
about isolation and the need of visiting, for conversation and for 
invitation, that remains with me. He spoke about isolation being 
the greatest poverty and how we are called to accompaniment, 
care and tenderness (ACT). His poignant story of the homeless 
man he spoke with that day moved us all. Bishop Gordon lives 
what he speaks.

This is why I know I was empowered to engage Fernando and 
the arrival of those young people and my openness to them was 
surely God’s plan for me that day. The Holy Spirit took all these 
things, wove them together and changed my heart.

The convention had 
something for everyone! 
From the rich and beautiful 
liturgies, to the League 
choir and meaningful prayer 
services, to the conversations 
and the hugs, it was very 
much a time of encounter. 
The convention activities are 
well covered in this magazine 
and on the website.  

Archbishop J. Michael 
Miller (Vancouver) in his 
homily from the opening 
Eucharistic celebration spoke 
of wisdom as our spiritual 
food, that to be wise is to 
have insight into the way things really are, or as Pope Francis puts 
it, wisdom is “the grace of being able to see everything with the 
eyes of God.” The archbishop believes this to be our mission, to 
be practical prophets of wisdom. He noted women most often 
focus on the person and it is the person-centeredness of women 
that St. John Paul II called the “feminine genius” which equips 
women to play a vital role in the solution of contemporary 
problems.

He reiterated the address to women by Pope John Paul VI 
from the Second Vatican Council. “The hour is coming, in fact 
has come, when the vocation of women is being acknowledged 
in its fullness, the hour in which women acquire in the world 
an influence, an effect and a power never hitherto achieved.” 
This address was made 50 years ago and while strides have been 
made, there is still much to do. 

One concrete way we are accepting the challenge to enhance 
the role of women in the church and society was the establishment 
of the Catholic Women’s League Leadership Foundation. 

The national council voted to give $400,000 to the 
fledgling charitable entity that has promised to take Catholic 
women’s leadership opportunities to a new level. Having 
attained charitable status earlier this year, the foundation will 
be able to plan its first program as a result of the generous 
donation. I am proud of the commitment made by members 
to support this unique opportunity and wish to thank yet again 
the Sisters of Service for their gift of $500,000.

The League continues “to recognize the human dignity of all 
people everywhere” by voting to establish a temporary national 
voluntary fund in favour of Euthanasia Prevention Coalition. 
It is clear that members feel the call to support life in all its 
stages is a priority, especially at this time in Canada. To that 
end, the national executive established an adhoc committee 
to respond to the ruling on the Carter v. Canada case. A letter 

has already been written to 
the prime minister, federal 
minister of health and 
Health Canada opposing 
the approval of the sale of 
abortion pill RU-486. The 
letter may be read on the 
League website. 

In his presentation 
on the synod on the 
family and the new 
evangelization, Pavel Reid, 
director of the Office of Life 
and Family, Archdiocese 
of Vancouver, reiterated 
the challenges facing the 
family at this critical time 

in society. His advice to be bold and not be afraid to do new 
things is consistent with the League’s mandate. He spoke 
of the importance of belonging in relation to believing and 
encouraged us to start new councils so women have a place to 
belong. This, he maintains, is where the faith will be nurtured.

It is from these parish councils that our resolutions come, 
reflecting the nature of our concern for all segments of society, 
and this year’s were no different. Members are encouraged to 
view them in detail on the League website. 

Thank you to all who had a part in the convention planning 
and those who carried it out. Rest well on your laurels—you 
did a fantastic job! I fervently hope many more prayers will be 
answered, miracles unfold and the love we shared will reach 
out beyond convention walls and parish councils. May the 
fruits of the convention, the speakers, the reports and all the 
beautiful encounters I witnessed with my own eyes be just the 
beginning as we go out to share this good news with everyone 
we meet—no longer alone but as one! 
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the environment without this openness to awe and wonder, 
if we no longer speak the language of fraternity and beauty in 
our relationship with the world, our attitude will be that of 
masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits 
on their immediate needs”.

The encyclical is an invitation to dialogue. The pope’s 
reflections center on the future of humanity and our natural 
world. In the humility of Francis he does not propose answers 
or solutions but is confident in posing the question, “What 
kind of world do we want to leave to those who come after us, 
to children who are now growing up?” He sees that the urgent 
challenge we face with respect to protecting our natural world 
must begin by bringing together the human family to address 
attitudes and practices throughout the many sectors of society 
that thwart sustainable and integral development of peoples 
in the world and which threaten the natural environment, our 
very planet.   

The encyclical sets out in the first chapter, six of the most 
serious challenges facing “our common home”:
• Pollution, waste, consumerism and a throwaway mentality
• Climate change and the natural signs of crisis
• Water contamination, shortage and access to safe drinkable 

water
• The disappearance of plant and animal species and the 

lack of protection
• Breakdown of sustainable societal structures that affect 

quality of life, inefficient and wasteful use of energy and 
natural resources

• Global inequality and environmental issues which affect 
the most vulnerable.
Pope Francis presents some of the deep-rooted causes 

that have given rise to these challenges and which must be  
addressed if we are to work toward an integral ecology. They 
are the over reliance on technology without “a sound ethics” 
to guide it’s use; a technocratic mentality that places wealth 
and profit over integral human development and society; a 
view of the world that fails to see the relational dignity of the 
human person to a creator God, others and nature; a practical 
relativism that adopts moral judgements based on meeting 
one’s immediate interests; and finally employment practices 
that do not take into account the value and dignity of human 
labour.

A t the beginning of the summer I read Pope Francis’ 
first encyclical which was unique in its focus on 
ecology and is now part of the rich tradition of the 

church’s social teaching. In it he connected the divine mandate 
of stewardship and responsibility for the care of our natural 
world and common home to issues of social justice, human 
development and structures of society. 

The opening paragraph refers to the spirituality of 
St. Francis of Assisi and the Canticle of the Creatures that 
inspired the title “Laudato si’ mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, 
my Lord”. St. Francis was a mystic and pilgrim and is the 
patron saint of all who study and work in the area of ecology. 
He was particularly concerned for God’s creation but also 
developed a loving gaze and desire to serve the poor and 
outcast. It was this humble saint who inspired Pope Francis 
to choose the name, to embrace a simplicity of life, to be 
concerned for those who are most vulnerable. Now with this 
encyclical he challenges our attitudes and priorities toward the 
natural world which St. Francis praised. It is only by radically 
reshaping our relationship with God, our neighbour and 
with creation that we will be capable of facing the threats to 
our planet. He states that, “(St.) Francis helps us to see that 
integral ecology calls for an openness to categories which 
transcend language of mathematics and biology and take us to 
the heart of what it is to be human. If we approach nature and 

Most. Rev. William McGrattan, Bishop of Peterborough 
National Spiritual Advisor

Laudato Si 

REFLECTIONS ON THE CARE OF 
OUR COMMON HOME 



THE CANADIAN LEAGUE / FALL 20154

The pope acknowledges that these deep-rooted causes 
have contributed to weak responses and differing opinions 
in addressing these environmental challenges. Science, he 
insists, is a tool by which we can listen to the cry of the natural 
world and is useful and necessary in approaching reality. 
However, the light of faith provides us with an approach to 
understanding our world through the wisdom of the biblical 
accounts of creation, the divine origin and mystery of the 
universe, the harmony of the created world in its ongoing 
evolution, a universal communion of peoples and thus the 
common destination of all goods, the tragic reality of human 
sin and the redemptive gaze of Jesus. This dialogue of faith 
and reason and the importance of education can assist us 
in reshaping habits and attitudes. Changing our lifestyle and 
consumer choices will be essential in helping us “to escape the 
spiral of self-destruction which currently engulfs us”. 

Pope Francis is inviting us to embrace an ecological 
conversion of mind and heart. He suggests St. Francis of Assisi 

as the model of “a more passionate concern for the protection 
of the world” that is characterized by a spirituality of gratitude 
and generosity, creativity and enthusiasm that allows God to 
shape and inspire in each of us an integral ecology that inspires 
us to a renewed commitment for the care of the environment. 

At the conclusion of the encyclical Pope Francis offers two 
prayers: A prayer for our earth which we can share with all who 
believe in God as the all-powerful creator, and A Christian prayer 
in union with creation that asks for inspiration to take up the 
commitment to our natural world and common home that is 
set before us by the gospel of Jesus Christ. I strongly encourage 
you to ask the question, “What kind of world do I want to 
leave to those who come after me, to children who are now 
growing up?” Then, follow this up by seeking practical ways of 
witnessing to an ecological conversion of mind and heart in the 
spirit of St. Francis. Finally, adopt some of the spiritual themes 
found in these two prayers to guide your prayer and reflection 
at monthly meetings in this coming year. 

Left to right, Jacqueline Nogier, Doreen Gowans, Nancy Simms, Betty Anne Brown Davidson, Janet McLean, Margaret Ann 
Jacobs, Judy Lewis, Shari Guinta, Barbara Dowding, Bishop William McGrattan, Louise Doiron, Cathy Bouchard, Faith Anderson, 
Pauline Krupa, Margaret McCallum, Anne Marie Gorman, Jean Reader, Pat Deppiesse, Ruby Sharpe, Shelley De-Serres, Ingrid Lefort, 
Joan Bona, Fran Lucas.

INTRODUCING THE 2015 – 2016 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE!
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United in faith, nearly 900 members and guests gathered for the 95th annual 
national convention in Vancouver, British Columbia, to “Unlock the 
Possibilities.” Majestic mountain views and sea breezes hinted at  potential 

and opportunity. Congregating in one of Canada’s most ethnically diverse cities, 
members joined with One Heart, One Voice, One Mission.

Prior to the official commencement of the convention, members and guests 
explored Vancouver. The harbour dinner cruise featured a scrumptious buffet and 
glimpses of harbour seals frolicking as the sun glistened off the water. The Lonsdale 
Quay guided walking tour included trips on the sky train and sea bus. On Sunday, 
visitors enjoyed the gondola up Grouse Mountain and got up close and personal with 
grizzly bears. Others took a bus tour through beautiful Stanley Park, a preserve of 
ancient red cedar trees. The tour guides shared the history and importance of totem 
poles and visitors were able to spend time on Granville Island, browsing through the 
many artisan shops. 

Sunday afternoon, the CWL flag was raised at city hall by National President 
Barbara Dowding. St. Francis Xavier Parish hosted the official opening of the convention 
and the Our Lady of Sheshan in the Marian shrine stood watch as members and 
distinguished guests assembled. Squamish nation member, Rennie Nahanee began the 
service with a smudging ceremony and traditional drumming—the resonant beating 
sound of one heart. The procession of flags, a time-honoured tradition, followed with 
each provincial president’s voice resonating loud and clear—sisters united.

HIGHLIGHTS OF ANNUAL 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Amanda McCormick
Guest Journalist
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Archbishop J. Michael Miller (Vancouver) declared League sisters “practical prophets 
of wisdom,” and urged members to continue the League’s mission to “protect and 
promote the dignity and well-being of every person.” Several distinguished guests brought 
greetings for a successful convention, including Her Honour, the Honorable Judith 
Guichon, Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia. Declaring Canada to be a “nation 
born of conversation, not confrontation,” she thanked the League for being an integral 
part of the conversation. The Honorable Christy Clark, premier of British Columbia, 
and His Worship Gregor Robertson, mayor of Vancouver, sent letters of greeting. Premier 
Clark expressed her joy at seeing “so many women dedicated to their faith.” Knights of 
Columbus State Deputy, Arcie Lim brought greetings and affirmed, “When you speak 
with one voice, you are making a difference.” National Spiritual Advisor Bishop William 
McGrattan (Peterborough) spoke of how attending national conventions had enriched 
and changed him and Barbara Dowding joyously declared the  convention officially open. 

Monday began with the gathering hymn, “You are the Voice,” by David Haas, 
à propos for this year’s theme. Bishop Stephen Jensen (Prince George) proclaimed, “The 
voice and the heart and the mission, isn’t ours — it’s the Lord’s.” While acknowledging 
the ambitiousness of the theme, he affirmed members are up to the challenge.

Oral reports from provincial presidents and the national president took up most 
of Monday afternoon as each president reflected on the past year, the struggles and 
successes. Each president avowed they were up to the challenge of leading members in 
the mission. 

propoppheheeh tststs 
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s s brrb ououo ghghghght t tt 
le JJJudduddiitith h
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Monday concluded with a lively Broadwayesque 
production, “Another Dinner, Another Show.” Several 
talented members of the Vancouver diocese performed 
hit show tunes, such as Somewhere Over the Rainbow and 
a mesmerizing duet of All I Ask of You, by Kiel Magis and 
new member, Agnes Tao. Attending honorary life members 
decked in fabulous hats were escorted through the room 
and posed for pictures. Members were delighted to show 
their appreciation for these wonderful women. 

On Tuesday, Archbishop Richard Gagnon (Winnipeg) 
spoke of the League’s theme and the life of Gideon, 
recognizing Gideon’s faith and the hardships he faced 
as a Jewish person in occupied Israel. Archbishop 
Gagnon asked, “Why does faith seem to be going away?” 
Passionately, he proclaimed these days to be where “we 
see more and more importance in raising our voices in 
praise.”

National President-Elect Margaret Ann Jacobs called 
forth this year’s new life members. Congratulations to 
Caroline Ann-Alter, June Brown, Gail Finnamore, Mary 
Hawkley, Lucy Hendrikx, Jeanne Mackinnon, Colleen 
Martin, Margaret McCallum, Anne McKinnon, Janet 
McLean, Evelyn Rigby, Rosanne Sogan, Marge Szabo, 
Heather Sisk and Jeanne Wilson. Also called was 2014 life 
member Albertine Moran who was unable to attend last 
year. Barbara Dowding embraced each new life member in 
a congratulatory hug.

After vigorous debate, national council adopted 
Resolution 2015.01 Increased Early Intervention and Access 
to Children and Youth Mental Health Services and Resolution 
2015.02 Ban Plastic Microbeads in Personal Care Products. 

On Wednesday, the final day of business, three 
resolutions were discussed and successfully adopted, 
Resolution 2015.03 Banning the Use of Neonicotinoid 
Pesticides, Resolution 2015.04 Invoke Section 33 of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms in the case of 
Carter v. Canada and Resolution 2015.05 Reinstatement of 
the Mandatory Long-Form Census. 
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Throughout the week, members heard several eloquent 
guest speakers including Bishop Gary Gordon (Victoria), Pavel 
Reid, director of the Office of Life and Family, Archdiocese of 
Vancouver, and keynote speaker, Dr. Josephine Lombardi. Bishop 
Gordon spoke of “The Abundant Heart and Our Missions 
Call” affirming League members, “demonstrate to the rest of 
the people in Canada what it means to roll up your sleeves.” 
Reflecting on his childhood, he explained it was through his 
observance of his parents’ interactions with marginalized people 
that he got his idea of “mission, service, sacrifice.” Bishop 
Gordon spoke of isolation and proclaimed, “The margins and 
the periphery are our mission.” He challenged the assembled to 
visit those who need visiting the most. 

Pavel Reid, director of the Office of Life and Family, 
Archdiocese of Vancouver, spoke of “The Synod on the 
Family and the New Evangelization” and warned, “Anything 
that threatens the family, threatens the faith.” Pope Francis, 
recognizing the problems, has called for a synod on the family 
and the pastoral care of marriage. “Very few people think of the 
church as a place to turn in order to receive support when things 
are not going well,” explained Mr. Reid. He urged members to 
restore the Catholic family by opening more parish councils 
“where people who are not exemplary can still belong.”    

Dr. Josephine Lombardi gave a three-part keynote address 
on the theme. “One Heart” focused on a perfect love. “There is 
no adding or deleting God’s love; God’s love is unconditional 
and steady.” She spoke of loving God as the first step to loving 
oneself—necessary to loving others perfectly. In “One Voice” 
Dr. Lombardi said, “It is the voice of God that unites us.” 
“Women need to hear from other women,” she added and 
urged all members to consult their feminine genius, their ability 
to “collaborate, inspire and build relationships.” Regarding 
“One Mission” Dr. Lombardi said, “Sometimes we are going 
to walk, sometimes we are going to crawl and sometimes we 
are going to need to be carried,” and added, “We have to be 
mindful of how we are bringing Christ to people … are we 
switching gears depending on the crowd so that we are feeding 
all people? Are we making it accessible to them?”

The closing Eucharistic celebration at Holy Rosary 
Cathedral marked the end of the convention. With one heart, 
members rejoiced in faith. With one voice, they sang to the 
heavens. With one mission, League sisters were present and 
engaged. Blessing the members, Bishop McGrattan ended his 
homily stating, “May you be one in heart, one in voice, one in 
mission in proclaiming God’s will.” 
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ORAL REPORTS
The following oral reports were given at the 95th annual national convention in Vancouver, British Columbia. They may 
have been edited to fit the space available. 

President  

Barbara Dowding
Port Moody, British Columbia

The more things change, 
the more they stay the same!

Where did that cliché 
come from and what does 
it really mean? It means no 
matter what new things come 

along, there are some truths that will never change. It means 
while things may seem to be different, at least on the surface, 
the reality at the deepest level remains the same. 

 There is a sign that reads “hidden encounters” on a 
railing in a local park. When I first saw it years ago I was 
inspired even before I began thinking about a theme. It made 
me think of all the different ways and means we experience 
encounters with one another, some obvious, hidden, 
surprising or even perplexing.

 When I first saw the sign, the view of the inlet was clear 
and beautiful; now the trees have grown so high, you cannot 
see through. Things changed; trees grew; but the inlet is still 
there in all its glory as beautiful as ever. It hasn’t changed—
my view has. 

 This is the reality of the League and I have seen it over 
and over as I travelled across Canada. I have seen new 
changes and I have seen same old, same old! But just as the 
cliché suggests, I saw these as a reinforcement of the status 
quo and the solid ground on which the League is built. 

I think it is the same with the League as our perspective 
changes. I have seen so many ways to do the same thing, 
variations abound especially at convention, and yet in every 
instance there is the desire and intention to follow the nearly 
100 year old practice. The more things change, the more they 
remain the same and this is a good thing.

 The desire to grow the League, to promote its goodness 
and value and to enhance its reputation is clearly evident. 
Embracing change is not that easy. Yet, one of the endearing 
qualities of the League is the development of the person 
and the two year cycle of executive service so people have 
a chance to invite new ideas. By embracing our individual 
talents we ensure the League has freshness and life. We look 
to the past for direction and inspiration but the future needs 

thoughtful and brave new ideas. The church, family and 
society as we have known it, will change even more than 
we can imagine if recent statistics are true. For every one 
person that comes into the church, six leave. What has been 
successful to date may not be so for the next generation. 

 The League has a stellar reputation. All levels of 
government recognize the League’s contribution to society 
and, as was evidenced yet again in March, appreciate what 
members do for Canadians. The meeting with the president 
of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops proved to 
be fruitful and rewarding. I am sure we will see an increased 
collaboration going forward with Canadian bishops. I am 
not only grateful but excited for the possibilities.

 We are grounded by the Objects of the League which 
continue to guide and keep us focused. The theme not only 
calls for unity and truth that all women have an opportunity 
to encounter the risen Lord but also for those personal 
encounters, walking in another’s shoes, and one on one 
relationships which give life and hope.

 My travels were awesome! I loved every minute and am 
extremely grateful for this wonderful opportunity to serve 
and promote all you do “For God and Canada.” It is an 
honour to be counted among those who have preceded 
me in this role. To you, esteemed past national presidents, 
thank you! Each one of you forged your own path with your 
unique gifts and your plan or theme. You brought newness 
and promise. Your legacy remains! 

 From Whitecourt, Alberta for the St. Paul diocesan 
convention to Niagara Falls for the Ontario provincial 
convention and nine stops in between, I can tell you the 
League is holding its own and doing very well. Members 
gather because they are committed and because they 
care—about the League and about each other. They believe 
in the power of our many voices being as one and, even in 
the midst of disagreement, confidence in the process shines 
through.

 You have just heard from the provincial presidents of 
the great work being carried out across the country. Did you 
notice what was different and what remains the same? Of 
the 11 conventions I attended, I loved them all equally for 
that very reason. I learned so much and the highlights are 
too numerous to recount here, but if you follow Be League 
and read The Canadian League you will have already caught 
up with me. I wanted to put what I learned to the test so I 
went back to the beginning. 

 Bellelle Guerin was the first to say it, “... it is time for 
us to rouse ourselves from our torpor (inertia) and easy 
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indifference. ... Each of us in our own place doing that 
which comes to our hand, finding the needs, all our united 
strength...” She was referring of course to the need of the day 
in 1920 to come to the aid of the thousands of immigrant 
women arriving in Canada after the Great War. In her now so 
famous speech, we recall the words that still give us shivers. 

 “Oh, Catholic women of Canada, let us stand close 
together, so close, so close that we will hear each other’s 
heartbeats, that if a sigh or a sob or a call shall stir the air in 
the most distant part of the North West, it will throb down 
through us like an electric current, even to the shores of the 
Atlantic, awakening our sympathy and compelling our aid. 
Shoulder to shoulder; heart to heart.”

 Times have changed a great deal since 1920 but it is the 
same profound sentiment that propels us forward. It is who 
we are that gives us purpose to help.

 In 1922, Pope Pius XI blessed the fledgling organization 
challenging its members “to devote yourselves to the family. 
The family is the centre of all good and through the family 
will come the restoration of the world.” And here we are 
today, faced with immense challenges and struggles around 
all things family. Our focus remains the same—to strengthen 
the family, protect and care for it. With the synod of the 
family this fall, there is no doubt in my mind that the League 
can and must have a huge part going forward. We may have 
to do things differently or see with different eyes, but no one 
is better placed than we are to heal, comfort and love. This is 
a priority. 

 It was also in 1922 that the League and the Sisters of 
Service entered into a relationship that would span more 
than 80 years. It is from these earliest beginnings and the 
years of working together that the Catholic Women’s League 
Leadership Foundation was born. We are on the cusp of a 
new and exciting venture for women, looking at a new way 
of partnering on a path as yet untrodden. 

 Did you know that during the Second World War, the 
League raised $25,000 to support the government’s war 
efforts and the League appointed a war services convenor? 
The leadership of the day embraced the circumstances and 
the whole organization rose to the occasion. The issues of our 
day, from human trafficking to pornography, to world hunger 
demand a different kind of action.

 Through war and peace, the Second Vatican Council and 
the dramatic changes in society, the League remains steadfast 
and strong. “Rooted in gospel values” is a phrase we take for 
granted, but it is the rock on which we stand. Individually 
we are weak and powerless; collectively with One Heart, 
One Voice, One Mission, we will endure not on our own 
merits, but built on the legacy of so many others who have 
shouldered great burdens and sacrificed so much. How could 
we do any less?

We are facing a crisis in our country; a crisis of faith, a 
crisis that left unchecked will change how we live and more 

importantly how we die. I wonder if our national focus might 
be on mobilizing forces to work in end-of-life care with the 
same zeal with which the League welcomed new Canadians 
nearly 100 years ago who also needed company, support, love 
and care. This could be part of the new way to preach the 
gospel, to reach out, to encounter fully with a heart of mercy 
and compassion. 

 The League has always been ahead of its time with 
resolutions that effect change. In the encyclical, Laudato 
Si, the Holy Father focuses on water, quality of human life, 
practical relativism and the invitation for all “to a heart of 
ecological conversion.”

 The League is in the forefront and will continue to take the 
lead on these important signs of our times. I believe we need 
to make bold plans for the future, discern new ways to hear 
God’s voice and prepare ourselves to be women of mercy with 
strong, clear, joyful voices. We pray for a holy courage to seek 
the new path, to go outside our comfort zone, to embrace the 
new idea. Standing on the solid ground of our faith and the 
League, we can see the future.

 It was heartening and hopeful to hear spiritual advisors at 
all the conventions offer support and gratitude to the League. 
They really get what we do and are the first to say we are 
keeping too much to ourselves and need to market what we 
do and why we do it in new and modern ways. 

 Many pastors are faced with parish closures and 
reorganization. They understand the pain involved, but they 
too are hurting. One asked how we could change things to 
accommodate these new realities, how to encourage members 
to join even when getting to meetings is not possible. How 
can we respond and be proactive rather than reactive? Maybe 
it is time to look at different kinds of membership that 
respond to new realities. 

 I have met so many wonderful women, from those who 
have served the League for decades to those who had come 
to convention for the first time and many more in between! 
What they have in common is enthusiasm and zeal. Special 
attention was paid to members of long standing for their gift of 
service and years of dedication. Their contributions are highly 
valued. Many are still mentors; some embrace change and 
even enjoy having someone else do the work. Some prefer the 
status quo and would rather nothing ever change!

 I also met women who are frustrated by the seemingly 
lack of progress, by what they feel is a resistance to make any 
changes! To you I say, you are the new pioneers. You have new 
visions, a prophetic voice and are looking to lead us into a 
new world.

 You excel at communication and make things happen 
differently and in many cases quickly! I challenge you and all 
women who have ideas to share to make your voice heard. Be 
proud of wanting the best for the League; take charge of that 
in your parish and diocese. Be part of the future by sharing 
your expertise and helping us try some new paths, taking 
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us by a different route to live our mission. Look for ways to 
communicate your passion for justice and peace, new ways to 
engage your peers that they will see the value of the League’s 
collective voice at the federal level and beyond.

 Think of the League as a giant ocean liner—it takes time 
to turn the ship even a few degrees! Deliberate maneuvers 
take time. We can do so much as one. Together, let us 
honour the legacy and the 95 years of structure and the solid 
foundation on which we stand as we find ways to ensure 
another 100 years. The ship is solid, the mission is clear, the 
change is in the sailing. 

 Make old things new. As we prepare for the Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy, let us get back to basics, beginning with 
ourselves and our parishes. 

As members of a national organization we will certainly be 
part of this blessed time in church history. You will be hearing 
a great deal more about how this will unfold from renewing 
our acquaintance with the spiritual works of mercy to taking 
a pilgrimage. The holy year awaits, holy doors will be opened, 
pilgrims will travel and the Holy Spirit will show us the way 
we are to go. One Heart, One Voice, One Mission is our call to 
put mercy and compassion into action.

And so we follow the vision, not just the footsteps. Keep 
the mission in sight and blaze new trails. The more things 
change, the more they stay the same—and in our case, I 
believe that is a very good thing! 

Spiritual Advisor

Bishop William McGrattan
Peterborough, Ontario 

I’m proud to say that I am 
completing my second year as 
national spiritual advisor and 
I felt I should give you first an 
update not on my activities, 

but on my presence in this role. One of the important aspects 
of my role is to pray for all deceased at national level. So each 
year I receive a list of those who have passed away with the 
request to celebrate mass. And I wish to say that I have done 
that, and continue to do that every day as one of a silent 
intention at the celebration of mass. 

 The other important spiritual work that I do is the 
annual mass that is televised on the Feast of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel. This is the most popular televised mass. The 
organizers of Catholic broadcasting are very impressed with 
the large participation and congregation that shows up. So I 
extend my thanks to the members of Toronto, Hamilton and 
Peterborough who have attended

 The third aspect is my daily prayer for members of the 
national executive who are sitting before you. As Christians 
and Catholics, and especially as priests and bishops, we are 
asked to pray for one another. It is a very simple request and 
one that should not go without faithful response. 

 The activities that I have focused on in the last year 
have been primarily to support the committees of spiritual 
development, Christian family life, education and health, and 
resolutions. 

 This year there has been a revision to the spiritual 
advisors’ brochure. At the luncheon I encouraged all spiritual 
advisors to take copies to share with other priests so that 
they’re aware of the role and activities of a spiritual advisor.

 I have also helped with the protocol guidelines for 
funerals for members. 

 Under Christian family life, I have received requests to 
review proposed letters, briefings and articles that may be of 
interest. I do this mostly to strengthen the voice of the League 
and the theological and pastoral impact that it can make. It 
is a very small contribution that I do in terms of activity to 
review some of these documents. 

 In writing articles for the League I have focused on the 
new evangelization, and most recently, on maintaining our 
vigilance in promoting the gospel of life, in light of the 
Supreme Court of Canada decision of Carter v. Canada. 

In looking to the future, you have heard at this 
convention that we have the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, 
an opportunity for the League to rediscover the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy that are so evident in your history.

 One gift that you give to the recently ordained is a 
spiritual bouquet. I would suggest that in the Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy, the League could gather this spiritual work 
to show people the hidden ministry of prayer that is part of 
the League, especially in this year.

The new evangelization must continue to be at the 
heart of the church and the League. This was evident at our 
luncheon with the spiritual advisors. I would suggest to you 
that membership drives are part of the new evangelization, 
and it doesn’t necessarily have to be done in the church. 
There are creative ways to reach out; one of the spiritual 
advisors has talked about his initiative to resurrect the local 
parish council which had decided to disband. 
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Secretary Treasurer

Shari Guinta
Waterloo, Ontario 

The audited financial 
statements for the fiscal 
year 2014 were prepared 
by Scarrow & Donald LLP 
Chartered Accountants of 

Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
A monthly statement is prepared by national office staff 

and sent to the administrative committee for review. As 
treasurer it is my responsibility to examine the statements 
including the report on revenue, expenses, banking and 
investment activity. 

For the year 2014, per capita fees totalled $1,135,241. 
This is less than the budget of $1,170,600 and less than 
2013 actual per capita of $1,176,692. This should be of 
interest to members as per capita is the League’s main 
source of income. Other income includes product sales, 
registration fees for convention, magazine subscriptions, life 
memberships, bursary donations and some miscellaneous 
income. Product sales and convention registration fees are 
offset by new product purchases, inventory and convention 
costs. Total income for 2014 was $1,351,021.

Expenditures for the year totalled $1,197,893 leaving a 
surplus of revenue over expenses of $153,128. In addition 
there was investment income in the amount of $161,636 
leaving a grand total of revenues over expenditures of 
$314,764. Investments continued strong this year and 
are in two products—fixed income investments and 
Canadian equity investments. All investments are in morally 
responsible vehicles. The fixed income investment interest 
rates vary from 1.95% to 9.5% with maturities through to 
2026. The value of investments increased from 2013 to 2014 
in the amount of $521,168.

Per capita revenue accounts for 74% of the League’s 
income, 12% from product sales, 11% from investment 
income and about 2% from convention registration. 

 Two items account for the League’s largest expenses, 
44% attributed to the staff and operation of the national 
office, including office equipment and rent, and 21% for The 
Canadian League. 

Over this past year, in response to some questions from 
secretaries and treasurers I submitted communiqués to my 
counterparts as well as submissions to The Canadian League, 
with an extra memo distributed on the new insurance 
program as there was some confusion regarding coverage. 

Along with the administrative committee, I met with the 
representative from Wood Gundy regarding the League’s 
investments. I met as well with the auditor privately to discuss 
the statements and various areas of the League’s finances and 
reporting done by staff. Once the draft budget is prepared 
by the executive director, it is discussed and reviewed and 
then presented to the administrative committee and finally 
presented to the executive. One item I will mention is the 
expiration of the office lease agreement this year, which Kim 
Scammell and I first discussed and then she negotiated with 
the landlord for a fair, long term lease. 

Overall, the year has been a positive one and I am quite 
comfortable and confident in the League’s finances. 

Executive Director

Kim Scammell
Winnipeg, Manitoba

I present my report on 
behalf of the eight full and 
part-time staff of national 
office. The 2015 season thus 
far has been filled with many 

of the usual duties, but also a few unique projects, which are 
always interesting and satisfying, as they add variety to our 
days. As you can probably guess, membership and orders 
are the biggest service we provide. Membership processing 
for 2015 began in October 2014 and peaked, as expected, 
on the very last day of February. Amanda McCormick 
and Diane Havens expect that most councils use the February 
28th deadline as their target, and this year was no exception. 
The bulk of a year’s work tends to come in over a six week 
period, so this work is logged and processed on a first come 
first served basis. We maintain an updated widget on the 
website to inform members how long the delay might be 
before their membership package is processed. Please refer to 
it to determine where you sit in the queue.

Ordering is also at its busiest in the spring before the 
last parish council meetings of the season and going into 
conventions. The national executive determined at the 
winter meeting that service pins should be available in 5 year 
increments, beginning at 20 years. Some parish councils have 
chosen to play “catch up” and others have purchased these 
new pins on a go forward basis. Whichever was chosen, it 
certainly added a robust new level of busyness to the ordering 
and shipping department served by Valroy Anderson and 
Larry Peters. 

Those members on staff who deal more with the national 
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executive on a regular basis have had some intriguing 
opportunities to assist this year. 
• Under the guidance of Margaret Ann Jacobs, members 

were invited to participate in a hospitality survey. I 
thoroughly enjoyed tabulating the results as they arrived. 

• Erica Johnson created an online membership forum at the 
request of Fran Lucas. It is being moderated by Barbara 
Fawcett. 

• Erica also had the pleasure of dabbling in coordinating 
the video footage of members taken across the country, 
another project overseen by Fran Lucas.

• We have printed annual report highlights for 2014. 
This was an initiative of national office that received the 
blessing of Margaret Ann Jacobs and Barbara Dowding. 
I hope you find them useful. Diane Kelln and I hope 
to make them better each year and would welcome any 
suggestions you may have. 

• Erica enjoyed designing the gratitude postcards and bingo 
cards that were in the centerfold of your spring magazine.

• Ingrid Taylor helped us to transition to the new system 
for parish council liability insurance, now that all parish 
councils are covered by the national treasury.
We have noticed some opportunities. The online membership 

has grown to over 50% of the total processing and the e-mails 
received from councils can now top 160 per day, 110 more 
than can be handled promptly and professionally by one 
person, while still allowing time to complete other essential 
job requirements. In this digital age, expectations on response 
times often exceed staffing levels. Recent statistics show 
that while 60% of people will wait two days for a reply, only 
3% will wait a week. Every attempt is made to answer all 
e-mail requests in a timely and complete manner; we hope 
by “putting all hands on deck” when membership is at its 
busiest, we can meet expectations.

We also notice, as I’m sure you have, that annual reporting 
is necessary but cumbersome. We are looking at ways to 
streamline the process with online software. 

Spiritual Development

Anne Gorman
Stanley, New Brunswick 

What other organization 
is so diverse that it holds the 
spiritual growth of its members 
as the epitome of its existence? 
In doing so, through education 

of members by studying and discerning how Catholic teaching 
speaks to us, we move further along the road of expanding the 

role of women in the church. Taking more leadership roles in 
lay ministries, evangelizing within our communities, offering 
assistance through prayer and good works for our mission 
sisters and brothers, and working with our fellow communities 
on interfaith endeavours, completes our mission statement.

We have truly seen the Lord! Franciscan Richard Rohr, 
among others, says we are more apt to see the goodness and 
mercy of the Lord through our weaknesses. The challenges 
each of us face, whether in our spiritual, economic or social 
life, is when we are most apt to find God with us. It is when 
we are weak that we are strong. The Lord speaks to our hearts, 
especially when our western world is telling us to think and do 
what is contrary to God’s simple instructions.

An initiative was begun last fall and continues, the Rosary 
for Peace. With the encouragement of National Spiritual 
Advisor Bishop McGrattan, members pray daily for peace 
throughout the world. The fruits of this labour of love will 
surely be seen.

The Year of Consecrated Life honours those who answer 
the call to religious life. Many councils celebrated the clergy 
and religious who give so generously to all. A celebration is 
scheduled on February 2, 2016, to close the year.

The process of welcoming a new hymn to supplement the 
present Hymn to Our Lady of Good Counsel began last term. 
Having received 15 submissions, a committee consisting 
of Fr. Stanislas Paulin and Life Member Ann Doucet, 
short-listed that number to three. At the national pre-
convention executive meeting, a winner was chosen, though 
all hymns demonstrated the love of Our Lady and the League 
by the composers. The winning hymn is “Our Lady of Good 
Counsel” by Mary Ertel of St. Anthony Daniel Parish Council, 
Kitchener, Ontario. The hymns that were submitted are now 
part of their respective parishes/dioceses and/or provinces, so 
hopefully will be welcomed for use in their areas and perhaps 
shared with sisters throughout the country. Thank you to all 
whose gifts were used for this effort.

The spiritual advisors’ brochures have been reformatted 
and combined and are available. At the request of members, 
a funeral protocol has been drafted, and will be presented 
at the fall national executive meeting for consideration. Also 
requested by members is a service or ceremony that will 
honour clergy and religious, and a ceremony for outgoing 
executive members in an election year. These will form part of 
my mandate for 2015-2016.

Pope Francis has declared December 8, 2015 to November 
20, 2016, as an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. He is surely 
demonstrating the compassion and loving face of God. This 
holy year is a way for the church to “make more evident its 
mission to be a witness of mercy”. We often forget, because we 
are so blessed and affluent, that the poor in spirit will inherit 
the kingdom of heaven. All are poor in spirit in some ways. It 
is a true gift to be able to use the year to become one who says, 
like Pope Francis, “Who am I to judge?”
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At the fall executive meeting, direction for the League 
for 2016 will be determined for a second year by the theme 
One Heart, One Voice, One Mission and inspired by the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.

Catholic Missions In Canada (CMIC) continues to 
remain deeply rooted in members’ hearts as a national 
voluntary fund. I am happy to announce the collection 
from individuals and councils towards CMIC for the period 
July 1, 2014, to June 30, 2015 totalled $35,197.65.

Please keep in your prayers the family, the most basic 
unit of society, and pray for the success of the World 
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia, from September 
22-25, 2015, whose attendants will gather from around 
the world to pray, learn and celebrate the gift of the family.

To conclude, I will quote the homily of Bishop Robert 
Harris (Saint John) on the 3rd Sunday of Easter, when he 
said, “Be humble, but joyfully confident”. In a pluralistic 
society, Christians must live happily with many other faiths, 
as well as with those of no faith. Hence, we are humble in 
their midst, but joyfully confident being followers of Christ 
and part of His mission that has lasted more than 2,000 
years. Is that not what we are celebrating in our theme, One 
Heart, One Voice, One Mission? 

Organization

Margaret Ann Jacobs
Elmvale, Ontario 

My challenge to every 
member here, particularly 
the  organ iza t ion 
chairpersons, is to affirm, 

empower and commission each member.
Reaching out in hospitality, welcoming all women 

of our parish and inviting them to join the League and 
to share in the life-changing possibilities of our councils 
will make a phenomenal difference in the energy and 
willingness of members to serve. From the hospitality 
survey we know members value the friendships and 
support of sister members and they want to get to know 
and interact with each other and be active participants in 
parish initiatives and new programs.

Recognizing the personal gifts of each member and 
being present to her as these gifts are nurtured and 
enhanced is so important. We need to be aware of these 
talents and look for potential gifts that can enhance the 
activities of the League. Even more importantly, we need 

to provide the personal enrichment women receive from this 
involvement. Affirming the contribution made by current 
and long-time members nurtures their spirit and contributes 
to the well-being of our organization. The presentation of 
pins, certificates, cards and notes are all ways that we can say 
“thank you” or “great job”. Have you passed on the gratitude 
cards you received in your League magazine? Do take the time 
to affirm all members!

As organization chairpersons, it is our role to empower 
the members we have by providing current, crafted-to-needs 
workshops, training and development. That may be Catch 
the Fire!, S’mores, or your own specially designed program. 
Remember that your enthusiastic animators or facilitators 
must be informed, motivational women whose faith influence 
and contributions will advance the education, knowledge and 
empowerment of all members. Don’t wait to have a magic 
number of participants—make your plans, book a time/
place/date and advertise, advertise, advertise! It is important 
that as leaders we have the most recent versions of League 
resources—we can’t assume that the protocol and documents 
and the way we “used to” do things are legitimate today. 
Much has changed. Give members a sense of fulfillment by 
empowering them to be more committed to the League, its 
mission and Objects.

Finally we must commission those members who have 
been affirmed and empowered to reach out to other women. 

We need to share the experiences we have had of training, 
development days, retreat days and conventions. We need to 
share the depth of love and sisterhood we have experienced 
with other women of like faith. We all need to feel this sense 
of responsibility to celebrate the good news of the League, 
the sense that we are commissioned to go forth as proud, 
informed and faith-filled Catholic women ready to respond 
to our baptismal call, strengthened by the spirit and alive in 
the knowledge that what we do “For God and Canada” does 
make a difference. 

With one heart, we reach out in affirmation. With one 
voice, we empower members to speak with courage. With 
one mission, we commission members for joyful service. 

MISSION STATEMENT

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada is a national 
organization rooted in gospel values calling its members to 

holiness through service to the people of God.
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Christian Family Life

Judy Lewis
Summerside, 
Prince Edward Island

Variety is the spice of 
life. The Christian family life 
standing committee definitely 
has variety with nine different 

aspects of family life to address. Christian family life 
undertakes many, many projects to comfort, shelter and 
provide financial and practical assistance to the most 
vulnerable in society.

We support traditional Christian marriage, family, youth, 
separated, widowed and divorced, and the mentally and 
physically challenged with programs suggested by them. 

We cannot and must not be silent with our concerns 
about physician-assisted dying. The Supreme Court of 
Canada of Canada has given the federal government until 
February 2016 to replace the law against physician-assisted 
dying. 

Encouragement comes with the report from the World 
Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations President General 
Maria Giovanna Ruggieri that the United Nations Human 
Rights Council in Geneva has recently adopted an important 
resolution with regards to the protection of the family. 

Some key points of the resolution: 
“Recognizes the family as the ‘natural and fundamental’ 

cell of society and as an ally against poverty, saying that it 
should therefore be supported in sustainable development 
programs. 

“Encourages states to consider fiscal policies, investment 
plans and employment opportunities with respect to their 
impact on the well-being of families, and even encourages 
them, where necessary, to create observatory bodies to 
monitor family policies. 

“Takes into account in particular the families composed of 
only mothers and children, highlighting the need for policies 
that protect against domestic violence and discrimination 
against women. 

“Recognizes the work done by the associations of civil 
society to value the role of the family. 

“Encourages the United Nations to incorporate the family 
perspective into the work of the Objectives of Post-2015 
Development (SDG). 

“Requests the High Commissioner to prepare a report 
on the impact of the implementation by states of their 
obligations regarding the protection of the family.”

We stand as one voice filled with mercy, compassion and 
holiness, one voice united in harmony to speak the truth with 

courage, gentleness and zeal—women united in one mission 
witnessing the Good News of the gospel through personal 
encounter and joyful service and evangelizing by our actions 
more than our words. 

Community Life

Doreen Gowans
Kamloops, British Columbia

The mission portion of the 
new theme states “witnessing 
the good news of the gospel 
through personal encounter 
and joyful service.” The role 

of community life standing committee is to inform, educate 
and challenge members to take action on the corporal works 
of mercy—to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe 
the naked, shelter the homeless, visit the sick, minister to 
prisoners and bury the dead. The reports from across Canada 
have shown the time and effort we give freely is truly a joyful 
service to God, the church community, and the country. We 
are taking action on the theme.  

 Poverty in Canada is escalating, but there is hope as seen 
in young people who are taking action. Last fall through Keep 
the Promise, a bold new program to re-ignite the commitment 
of Canadian citizens against child poverty, students from 
across Canada met with the federal government to seek 
innovative ways to re awaken the government to the urgent 
need to end child poverty. In Sydney, Nova Scotia two Grade 
6 students and their teacher attended the National Student 
Summit on Child Poverty and came home determined to 
make a change. They staged a Cape Breton Youth Summit on 
Child Poverty where 120 students from the surrounding areas 
attended, were educated on child poverty and learned ways 
they can help. We can do our part to end child poverty by 
taking action on Resolution 2001.03 Hunger in Canada and 
2003.01 Affordable Housing for Low-Income Canadians. 

The League has been very active in promoting awareness 
to the need and successful passing on November 6, 2014 
of Bill C-36 Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons 
Act. If you have a passion for preventing sex trafficking, bring 
the movie Red Light/Green Light to your parish council! Two 
filmmakers travelled 10 countries to explore the human 
trafficking issue, attempting to answer the question, “How 
can we prevent sexual exploitation before it happens in the 
first place?” Currently the producers are in the process of 
making a DVD which will be available for purchase online. 

Work with immigrants and refugees started with the 
inception of the League and continues today. Pope Francis 
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dedicated his general prayer intention for the month of June 
to prayers that migrants and refugees be welcomed and 
treated with respect wherever they seek shelter. If you know 
anyone interested in sponsoring refugees, explore Catholic 
Crosscultural Services, a non-profit agency providing services 
to assist in the settlement and integration of immigrants. 

The Canadian Catholic Organization for Development 
and Peace is one of the League’s national voluntary funds. 
We continue to donate money through the 1% program and 
collect postage stamps to aid the fundraising campaign to 
support women and young girls in Afghanistan, Nigeria and 
Haiti. Donations for the period of July 1, 2014 to June 30, 
2015 totalled $64,691.48 down more than $4,000 from last 
year and are the lowest we have raised in the last five years. I 
challenge all members to help increase donations by 15% or 
11 cents per member for a total of $9,703.72. Will you help 
make this goal a reality?

The Catholic Near East Welfare Association continues 
to partner with the League to support Holy Land Christians 
at Shepherd’s Field Hospital in the Bethlehem governorate, 
close to where Jesus was born. The hospital provides health 
care to the poorest mothers and babies. For the period of July 
1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 members donated $24,028.57. 
These funds have helped to supply the costs of blood sugar 
tests for pregnant women, clinic care for newborn babies, 
and vitamins and supplements for 650 mothers and babies. 
Keep the funds flowing as we continue to help those most 
in need! 

Education and Health

Nancy Simms
Kemloops, British Columbia

In the words of Nobel 
Peace Prize recipient Malala 
Yousafazi, “When the world 
is silent, even one voice 

becomes powerful”.
The League has been one voice in the struggle against 

physician-assisted dying. As the government now works 
towards a response to the fateful Supreme Court of Canada of 
Canada ruling declaring physician-assisted dying a Canadian 
right, we must continue to raise our voice. Members of 
parliament are seeking consultations with their constituents 
on the best way to move forward. I urge you to contact your 
member of parliament to protect the rights of physicians to 
do no harm. We must also continue to communicate the 
importance of hospice and palliative care and request more 

government funding for these facilities. If governments 
provide the funding I know that we will be there making 
these homes harbours of peace and hope.

Hope was given by the many councils that joined the 
Canadian Blood Services Partners for Life program. Through 
members’ generous donations of blood, countless lives have 
been saved. I send out a challenge to every parish council in 
Canada, by next year’s national convention, to have become 
a Partner for Life.

 Flavoured tobacco and electronic cigarettes have 
been in the news a lot in this past year. Thank you to 
everyone who took action on these two 2014 resolutions. 
Our voice was heard and these dangerous products are 
being made illegal. Yet, have you have spoken to your 
provincial government regarding Resolution 2014.04 
National Standard for Newborn Screening Including Screening 
for Severe Combined Immunodeficiency? Many politicians are 
unaware of this medical condition and are interested to learn 
more. Change can only happen through education.

Have you read Pope Francis’ latest encyclical on the 
environment Laudato Si? I urge you to read it. It is beautiful, 
thought provoking and a genuine challenge to each of us. 
He expresses to us “....how inseparable the bond is between 
concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to 
society, and interior peace.” 

Through this bond that the pope so eloquently speaks, 
I encourage us to be one voice supporting Trinity Western 
University. This Christian university is working to establish 
a law school, yet is being blocked by provincial law societies 
trying to deny their accreditation, citing the school covenant 
discriminates against the LGBT community. The covenant 
requires students to refrain from sexual intimacy that 
violates the sacredness of marriage “between a man and a 
woman”. Christian students should have the right to receive 
their education where they choose and not be banned from 
working in certain provinces for doing so.

As a means of helping members continue their 
education the national bursary committee met in June by 
teleconference. Twenty six applications were reviewed and 
21 bursaries were awarded for a total of $10,675. 

The League also continues to support the Coady 
International Institute. The Coady reported that, “The 
League makes it possible for Coady graduates to return to 
their communities as empowered citizen leaders with the 
skills and tools necessary to exercise their voices, address 
challenges, and work towards positive social change.” In 
2014 four recipients were awarded scholarships through 
the League. The collections from individuals and councils 
toward the national voluntary fund for the period July 1, 
2014 to June 30, 2015 totaled $28,971.75.

The League is truly one powerful voice even when the 
rest of the world may be silent. I thank all of you for your 
dedication in keeping Christ in Canadian health care and 
education. 
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Communications

Fran Lucas
Edmonton, Alberta

Over the past few months 
communications chairpersons 
from each of the provincial 
councils were tasked with 
engaging members in a mission 

to capture testimonial footage from members on why they first 
joined the League, why they remain as members or what they 
are most proud of as part of their League work. After much 
viewing and editing, and then working with a videographer, 
some of the results of that work are ready to view.

If the League website, online forum, Be League, Facebook 
or Twitter accounts are unfamiliar to you please check them 
out. Members have a number of online resources that are easy 
to access. Your sister members can help you connect and will 
be happy to do so. 

When the CWL online forum launched in December of 
last year a decent number of members registered for it but not 
as many as hoped. Access the national website and find the 
picture of the laptop computer on the left hand side. Click 
on it and you are on your way to being registered and part 
of the members only online forum. Here you can share your 
thoughts on a topic, ask questions or provide feedback to 
others. Here one voice can be heard by many.

Be League is a member-driven electronic newsletter that 
spreads the good news of parish council events. Send in your 
photo with a brief description of a creative council event and 
it will be considered for publication. 

Because members are involved in such diverse activities 
we would love to have you share news of them with all of us. 
Inspired by a member’s suggestion in October, a new one day 
project will be launched called A Day in the Life of a CWL 
Member. Watch for more details in the weeks to come.

The Canadian League is a treasure members anticipate 
three times a year. Did you know you can sign up to receive 
the magazine online? That would mean you receive your copy 
quicker and is another action to help you go green.

In The Canadian League we will begin a Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ) section. If you have a question that members 
could benefit knowing the response to, please let me know. 

Watch for the Pornography Hurts campaign this fall. 
Each member can easily be involved by sending a card to 
her government representative. For best results include your 
name, address and a question to which you would like a 
response. Let us continue our campaign to create awareness 
and to show our relentless work in this area.

As part of my communications role, I have begun a pilot 
partnership with Salt + Light Catholic Media Foundation 
(S+L) to grow awareness and promote the League’s good 
works across the country and the world. S+L will use 
its platforms (television, online and social) to boost our 
profile locally and internationally—thereby giving others an 
opportunity to get to know the League story, learn what it is 
and the role that it plays in the church and Canada.

A Catholic Focus episode will be produced about 
the 2015 convention featuring a sit-down interview 
with National President Barbara Dowding. The Catholic 
Focus series is syndicated throughout North America and 
internationally and is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
inspire women to deepen their faith beyond our Canadian 
borders. 

We hope to strengthen our collaboration with S+L and 
encourage you to explore S+L either through your local 
cable carrier or online at www.saltandlighttv.org. What better 
way to keep tabs on Pope Francis? 

Think about how you can get your local media aware 
and supporting what the League does in your area by finding 
important points of connection with the greater community 
and showing how the work you’re doing is an important part 
of the bigger picture – a better world for us all. 

Resolutions

Jacqueline Nogier 
Snow Lake, Manitoba

We are all here because 
we love the League. We 
understand that all levels are 
important. Each level fulfills a 
valuable role. It is important 

to make the funeral lunches, make sure there is someone to 
welcome people into mass, and to provide a place and time 
for like minded women to gather and to share their love for 
their faith. As a grassroots organization it is vital that parish 
councils stay strong and guide the League. 

Members strive to make Canada a better country for 
all of us, Catholic and non-Catholic alike. When they see 
a wrong that should be righted, they research, educate 
themselves, and if needed, write a resolution. Members then 
connect with neighbouring parishes within their community 
and diocese, and eventually share these resolutions across 
our provinces and country. These concerns are then taken 
to both provincial and federal governments where concerns 

Oral Reports continued on page 20
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Whereas, In 2010, the federal government replaced the mandatory 
long-form census with a voluntary National Household 
Survey; and

Whereas, The response rate between the mandatory long-form census 
and the voluntary National Household Survey dropped 
24.2%, weakening the quality and availability of data in 
the areas of employment, housing, education, immigration 
and income; and

2015.05  REINSTATEMENT OF THE MANDATORY LONG-FORM CENSUS

95
th Annual National  

Whereas, An estimated 1.2 to 2 million children and youth in 
Canada suffer from mental illness, yet less than 20% 
receive access to appropriate supports, treatment or care 
due to long wait periods; and

Whereas, This lack of services may contribute to suicide, the 
leading cause of non-accidental death among youth, 
which could be decreased through early intervention; 
and

Whereas, Child and youth mental health is an area of shared 
federal and provincial/territorial jurisdiction; therefore, 
be it

Resolved, That national council of The Catholic Women’s 
League of Canada, in 95th annual national convention 
assembled, urge the federal government in collaboration 
with provincial/territorial governments, to provide 
increased early intervention and access to children and 
youth mental-health programs; and be it further

Resolved, That this resolution be forwarded through the national 
executive to the other ten provincial councils, encouraging 
them to become aware of this issue as it pertains to 
their province/territory, and to act on it, as deemed 
necessary/prudent.

2015.01   
INCREASED EARLY INTERVENTION AND ACCESS TO 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

ACTION PLAN

1.  Write letters to the prime minister, minister of health and local 

members of parliament, urging the federal government to invest in 

pan-Canadian efforts to provide early intervention and youth suicide 

prevention initiatives and programs.

2.  Write letters to provincial and territorial governments urging them to 

increase access to appropriate supports, treatment and care for youth 

mental health services in their province/territory.

3.  Provide information and resources to members and the public 

regarding the need for youth mental health services, including early 

intervention and youth suicide prevention initiatives and programs.

Whereas, Plastic non-biodegradable microbeads in personal care  
products have been identified as a source of pollution 
in waterways; and

Whereas, The House of Commons voted to take measures 
to add microbeads to the List of Toxic Substances 
in Schedule 1 of the Canadian Environmental Protection 
Act, 1999; therefore, be it

Resolved, That national council of The Catholic Women’s League 
of Canada, in 95th annual national convention 
assembled, urge the federal government to ban the use 
of plastic microbeads in personal care products; and 
be it further

Resolved, That this resolution be forwarded through the 
national executive to the other ten provincial councils, 
encouraging them to become aware of this issue as it 
pertains to their province/territory, and to act on it, as 
deemed necessary/prudent.

2015.02   
BAN THE USE OF PLASTIC MICROBEADS IN 

PERSONAL CARE PRODUCTS

ACTION PLAN

1.  Write letters to federal/provincial/territorial ministers of health and 

environment, urging protection of Canada’s waterways through 

legislation banning plastic microbeads from personal care products.

2.  Write letters to the manufacturers of personal care products 

containing microbeads, urging them to switch to biodegradable 

alternatives.

3.  Become knowledgeable about the effects of plastic microbeads on 

the environment.

4.  Avoid purchasing products containing microbeads by checking 

their list of ingredients [avoid polyethylene (PE), polypropylene (PP), 

polyethylene terephlatate (PET) or polymethacrylate (PMMA)].

5.  Invite a speaker dealing with health and/or environmental issues 

concerning plastic microbeads.

Whereas, Business, governments, educational institutions, health 
services, non-profits and charities use geographic statistics 
for allocating money and resources; therefore, be it

Resolved, That national council of The Catholic Women’s 
League of Canada, in 95th annual national convention 
assembled, urge the federal government to amend 
the Statistics Act to reinstate the mandatory long-form 
census.
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Convention Resolutions

Whereas, Neonicotinoid pesticides are increasingly found in 
the ecosystem, posing a risk to pollinators, birds and 
invertebrates; and

Whereas, Neonicotinoid pesticides, widely used in Canadian 
agriculture and horticulture, are a class of neuro-
active, nicotine-based insecticides; therefore, be it

Resolved, That national council of The Catholic Women’s 
League of Canada, in 95th annual national convention 
assembled, urge the federal government to ban the 
use of neonicotinoid pesticides; and be it further

Resolved, That this resolution be forwarded through the 
national executive to the other ten provincial councils, 
encouraging them to become aware of this issue as it 
pertains to their province/territory, and to act on it, as 
deemed necessary/prudent.

2015.03   
BANNING THE USE OF NEONICOTINOID 

PESTICIDES

ACTION PLAN

1.  Write letters to your local members of parliament requesting a ban on 

the widespread use of neonicotinoid pesticides.

2.  Avoid buying neonicotinoid treated seeds, seedlings or products that 

contain neonicotinoids. Purchase organic plant seedlings or grow 

plants from untreated seeds in organic potting soil for home gardens.

3.  Advise local nursery managers/greenhouses you will only purchase 

plants free of neonicotinoids and ask managers to communicate your 

request to their suppliers.

4.  Avoid the use of systemic bee-toxic pesticides in your garden. These 

products may contain acetamiprid, clothianidin, imidacloprid, 

thiamethoxam, thiacloprid and dinotefuran as active ingredients.

5.  If you have these products at home, dispose of them as municipal 

hazardous waste or take them back to the store where you bought 

them.

6.  Provide habitat for pollinators by planting untreated pollinator-

friendly trees and flowers.

Whereas, Section 33 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 
commonly known as the notwithstanding clause, 
may be invoked in response to the Supreme Court of 
Canada of Canada’s ruling on February 6, 2015, that 
struck down the Criminal Code of Canada prohibitions 
on assisted suicide in the case of Carter v. Canada; and

Whereas, The purpose of the notwithstanding clause is to give 
elected government the legislative authority to overturn 
or suspend a judicial court ruling in matters of public 
policy; and

Whereas, Legalized physician-assisted suicide has broad 
implications for all Canadian citizens, especially for the 
vulnerable in society facing end-of-life decisions and the 
medical professionals who are called to care for them, 
and thus requires more time than allowed for by the 
Supreme Court of Canada ruling so that consultation 
and dialogue can occur; therefore, be it

Resolved, That national council of The Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada, in 95th annual national convention assembled, 
urge the federal government to invoke Section 33 of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, keeping the 
present law against physician-assisted suicide in force, 
notwithstanding the ruling of the Supreme Court of 
Canada of Canada in the case of Carter v. Canada.

2015.04   
INVOKE SECTION 33 OF THE CANADIAN CHARTER 

OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS IN  THE CASE OF 
CARTER V. CANADA

ACTION PLAN

1.  Write to the prime minister, minister of justice, minister of health and 

local members of parliament urging the federal government to invoke 

the notwithstanding clause, in response to the Supreme Court of 

Canada in the case of Carter v. Canada.

2.  Educate members on end-of life issues and ethical responses.

3.  Monitor governments’ response to the request contained in this 

resolution.

ACTION PLAN

1.  Write to the prime minister, the minister of finance and local members 

of parliament, urging the federal government to reinstate the 

mandatory long-form census.

2.  Educate members and local parishes on the role of the mandatory 

long-form census in collecting reliable data to inform decision-

making.

3.  Generate a question for members to bring forward to candidates 

in the federal election, asking their position on reinstatement of 

the long-form census.

4.  Monitor the government’s response to the request contained in 

this resolution.
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are shared with those who have the ability to make real 
change, the lawmakers. We are a unique women’s faith-based 
organization in this regard. 

I am not the first person to feel that resolutions is an 
intimidating standing committee. Many, myself included, have 
thought “anything but resolutions.” It is an intimidating thing 
to consider taking any new position on any executive whether 
parish, diocese, province or here at this table. How easy it 
would be to sit back and let someone else take care of the job. 
Our first instinct is to think: 

• I’m not capable. 
• I don’t know enough to do this job. 
• Someone better qualified will come along.
I have a secret to share. We are capable, we do know 

enough, and we are qualified. We have our love for the League, 
for God, and for our country. It might be our good friend 
standing in front of us asking us to be the secretary of our parish 
council or it might be a colleague on diocesan council asking 
us to consider stepping forward and letting our name stand for 
nomination on the provincial executive. But in reality it is God 
asking us to use the gifts he has given us. 

When in Ottawa for meetings with the federal government in 
March, I was humbled to be part of the delegation representing 
the League and sharing its viewpoints in Ottawa. The delegation 
consisted of National President Barbara Dowding, National 
President-Elect Margaret Ann Jacobs, National Chairperson of 
Legislation Janet McLean and myself. We visited countless 
government officials, members of parliament and ministers’ 
offices over three days. We were blessed to be able to have 
good constructive dialogue at the offices we visited. We 
were also able to secure a meeting with the president of 
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops as well as the 
apostolic nuncio to Canada. At every stop we explained about 
the League, how it is organized, and what issues members are 
concerned about. 

At each meeting not only did we request specific 
action from the government, we also asked what we could 
do as members. As in the past we were told that writing 
personal letters was one of the most effective ways to have our 
concerns be heard. We were told not only to write letters to 
ministers, but also to write letters specifically to other members 
of parliament and members of legislative assemblies. When 
we asked about petitions we were told that they are only a 
modest form of engagement. Petitions do have value but are 
only a small piece of the overall puzzle. As new resolutions 
are brought forward each year it is important to learn about 
the topics that our sisters in the League have worked on and 
are telling us are important and timely issues. We also need to 
remember and reference resolutions from past years as they are 
still valuable and important topics.

We need to have the heart, voice and mission to do what 
God asks of us. We might not be experienced when we start, 

but God doesn’t ask us to do more than we can handle. 
Many of us have heard the saying, “God doesn’t call 
the qualified he qualifies the called.” Women across the 
country have stepped forward and have been willing to 
tackle new challenges. Thank you for being brave when 
you don’t feel brave. Thank you for trusting in God’s 
wisdom to know where you should go and what path you 
should travel to get there.

If you are that person who feels that you are not 
capable, that you don’t know enough, or that someone 
better qualified will come along, I challenge you to 
overcome your fear and to step forward. It is when we 
challenge ourselves that we grow in knowledge, our faith 
and the League. 

Legislation

Janet McLean
Dorval, Quebec

Each month, the 
pope presents a prayer 
intention. The July 
intention was “that 
political responsibility 

may be lived at all levels as a high form of charity.” The 
moment I read this, it struck me that this was what the 
legislation standing committee is about. Each of us has 
a responsibility to ensure that laws respect the rights 
of everyone in society. By taking the time to send an 
e-mail or write a letter to politicians, by questioning 
governments on their actions, by making suggestions 
and recommending changes, by encouraging others to 
become involved, we are performing acts of charity. Pope 
Francis’ July prayer intention is intended not just for 
politicians but for each of us. We need to ensure that our 
voices are heard. 

And, right now, we have the opportunity to do just 
that! Because the Supreme Court of Canada, in the 
ruling in the Carter v. Canada, declared certain sections 
of the Criminal Code of Canada of no force and effect 
as they pertain to assisted suicide, the minister of 
justice established a committee whose task is to engage 
Canadians on this issue. The committee will then prepare 
a report of the key findings and options which will be 
presented to the ministers of justice and health. I urge 
you to go to the committee’s website at ep-ce.ca/en/ and 
take part in the consultation. 

Oral Reports – continued from page 17
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At the pre-convention national executive meeting, an ad 
hoc committee was established to review relevant League 
position papers and resolutions, church teachings and other 
informed sources in order to prepare a response to the 
consultation. 

The October federal election provides another opportunity 
for you to be heard. This is my challenge for you here today 
as well as for each member of your parish council. Ask 
the different candidates in your riding what their personal 
position is on topics of concern. What would they put in any 
legislation on assisted suicide, do they support palliative care 
and would they provide additional funding to the provinces? 
Look at the duties listed under the standing committee and I 
am sure many issues will come to mind. Pope Francis’ Laudato 
Si, is an encyclical on the environment, but it is also a wealth 
of information that will provide you with numerous topics for 
discussion with the political candidates in your riding. In fact, 
section 180 of the encyclical says, “Citizens: put pressure on 
your representatives”. Use the encyclical to help with your 
questions. Make sure that you vote in the election and urge 
your family and friends to vote as well. Each of us has the 
ability to make a difference and, as members, our collective 
voices can speak for the marginalized, helpless, innocent 
and vulnerable. Remember how bold our predecessors in 
the League were 95 years ago when they tackled the issues 
facing Canada at that time—and they didn’t have access to 
instant communication and information as we do. We have 
no excuses; we are being given the opportunity now to make a 
choice so that future Canadian legislation will reflect Catholic 
values. Let’s take that opportunity! 

Laws

Betty Anne Brown Davidson
Wellington, Ontario

“A rose by any other 
name would smell as sweet,” 
observed William Shakespeare. 
Thoughts of this oral report 
came to me as I was on my 

hands and knees, uncovering my rose bushes. The work of the 
past president is a similar labour of love. 

Down on the ground, alone under the sky, I realized that 
the League is like that sturdy, gnarly nob of a plant, hidden 
under the earth during the long winter. As historians, we 
gently dust away the debris of collected “stuff” to reveal 
the essence of our League events and moments in time. We 
handle them gently, bring them to the light, and respectfully 
examine the materials that are left behind to tell the stories. 

Then we proceed to preserve and protect them, for they speak 
of dedication, passion and effectiveness. The essential things 
we preserve in our hearts and in special acid-free envelopes. 
We give them the right temperature and light. Luckily, unlike 
plants, they definitely do not need water or food!

Down there at ground level, I noticed fresh shoots 
springing forth from the plant. Such a vision of hope! In the 
League, these could be considered as our fledgling leaders. 
As mentors, models and encouragers, we instruct, suggest 
and nurture them. We spend time with them; we accompany 
them to meetings and conventions, telling them stories from 
the past so they can carry the torch into the future. 

Kneeling on the lumpy hard ground, I thought that life 
was not so easy or simple or perfect. Even beautiful things can 
grow from arid, dry, out-of-the-way places. Roses have thorns; 
councils sometimes have thorny challenges to work out. As 
past presidents, we know from faith experience that God and 
Our Lady of Good Counsel will gently guide and influence 
outcomes. All we need to do is to be a positive presence for 
our members. Then the sweet aroma and delicate beauty of 
our members’ generosity will bring joy to the heart for all who 
see. 

In her song, “The Rose”, Bette Midler sings “I say love, it 
is a flower, and you its only seed.”

The heart is built for love. Love is the heart of our mission 
as a gathering of women, united in Christ. As past presidents, 
let us love with a mother’s heart, always interested, always 
open and always accepting of those who come behind us. 

Looking at the rosebush, I wondered what it had to tell 
me; did it need vitamins, more space or pruning? Observing 
and listening are the forte of a past president. Having had her 
turn “in the sun” so to speak, now is the time to watch, wait 
and pray that the future will unfold in a manner respecting the 
work of members in the past. Do the guidelines need to be 
clarified? What standards are important to maintain in order 
to facilitate the smooth continuation of  business? 

Then I marveled at the immense size of the rose bulbs. 
They were just scrawny twigs when I planted them 10 years 
ago. Down through the years, they never budged, but they 
grew and matured. Looking back over 95 years of service “For 
God and Canada”, how the League has matured and grown! 

The original women who first got their hands dirty with 
the work of the League were not just delicate tea party ladies. 
They were women of passion, practicality, courage and 
creativity. They noticed the needs of immigrants and the poor 
around them and they did something about it. Pope Francis 
would have liked those women: 
• They poked under the layers of society and reached out to 

help and visit new immigrants.
• They offered them lodging, clothes, food, furniture and 

jobs. Do we have needy refugees in our towns and cities 
today? Are they confused and desperate? Do we have 
shut-ins who could use a bit of practical assistance? 
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• Those League pioneers visited poor families and offered 
food and warm clothes and encouraged the children to 
go to school. They were shoulders for the over-worked 
mothers to lean on. Today, are there struggling families in 
our midst, too quiet to ask for our help?  Can we sponsor 
events in our parishes that celebrate the gift of families?

• Our founding League mothers invited other women to work 
alongside them in their important wartime workshops. Are 
we as invitational to the privilege of performing the corporal 
works of mercy? 
And finally, when one thinks of the immense variety of 

roses, one can imagine the different gifts and services that can 
be offered by the generosity of all members. In his famous 
book, The Little Prince, Antoine de Saint Exupery exclaims, “It 
is the time you have wasted for your rose that makes the rose 
so important.” May I suggest that time spent in the work of 
our League councils is not wasted but brings to perfection the 
work of Christ’s hands on earth?

Like Moses, God spoke unexpectedly to me from a 
bush. He didn’t set the bush on fire but He told me that He 
was delighted with our efforts over the past 95 years. What 
walkway stones can we put in place now in our call to holiness 
in order to prepare the garden for our celebrations five years 
down the road?

Our councils are our rose gardens with much beauty, 
sweet aroma, soft petals, a few thorns and many stories to 
share. Let us stop in our tracks and utter, “Wow!” 

International Relations

Barbara Dowding
Port Moody, British Columbia

Last fall I was delighted 
to attend the annual national 
convention of the National 
Council of Catholic Women 

in Grand Rapids, Michigan with National President-Elect 
Margaret Ann Jacobs. It is a joy to be with like minded women 
who share our values and concerns. Their theme, Be the Voice 
of Catholic Women, resonated with me as it mirrored our own. 
The relationship that has been established between these two 
organizations is strong and highly valued. I was pleased to 
speak at the annual convention of Seattle Diocesan Council in 
Mount Vernon, Washington.

In October I attended the quadrennial plenary assembly 
for the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organization 
(WUCWO) in Fatima, Portugal with 13 other Canadian 
delegates including Honorary Life Member Velma Harasen 

and Margaret Ann Jacobs. The most memorable and exciting 
event was the election of Velma to the WUCWO executive 
as vice president for North America. It was a blessed time in 
that holy place as women from around the globe met, prayed 
and worked together for peace. Having an opportunity to 
hear the challenges facing women around the world helps 
us appreciate the many blessings and freedoms we have in 
the western world and particularly here in Canada. Fatima is 
filled with a spirit of forgiveness and conversion, the perfect 
setting for an international meeting.

On November 11th, I was privileged to join Honorary Life 
Member Lorette Noble in France to attend the Juno Beach 
Remembrance Day celebrations. A commemorative brick 
sponsored by the League had just been installed marking 
the 70th anniversary of D-Day—an initiative spear-headed 
by Lorette. The League was recognized and thanked during 
the ceremony. 

Alberta Mackenzie

Cathy Bouchard
Red Deer, Alberta

As noted by Paula Simons 
in the Edmonton Journal, “The 
land we are meeting on is the 
traditional territory of the 
Musqueam, Squamish and 

Tsleil-Waututh First Nations. I am honoured and grateful that 
we meet on this land. In this, our home and native land, we 
are all treaty people.” 

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial Council has 9,560 
members from Alberta and the Northwest Territories and 35 
life members, four of whom are honorary life members.

A membership ideas booklet has been compiled from 
ideas shared by councils. Besides personal contact, councils 
report that vocal support of the League in the parish by their 
spiritual advisor promotes a strong council. 

We have been working on a provincial initiative to lobby 
and petition for an independent senior’s advocate. 

Many councils continue to support the recovery of 
people exploited by human trafficking.

The annual Calgary diocesan convention was held at 
St. Mary’s University College, the first Catholic university 
to offer an elementary level education degree specifically 
designed to prepare teachers for Catholic schools. The 
council raised over $1.4 million to support St. Mary’s and 
the CWL Chair for Catholic Studies. A song and a stained 
glass image have been created in their diocese inspired by 
the national theme. 
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Edmonton Diocesan Council added a new council to its 
diocese from the recently created parish of Corpus Christi. 
During the next two years the council hopes to build on the 
theme of joy and how it is to be found in abundance when one 
belongs to the League. Another focus will be to find ways to 
attract younger members to the League and keep them.

Grouard-McLennan Diocesan Council focuses on activities  
that support its diocese and, in doing so, finds ways to see 
Jesus. 

Mackenzie-Fort Smith Diocesan Council consists of three 
active parish councils that cover a large geographical space, with 
many travel challenges. Some of its focus includes research on 
homelessness and the best way to show support for missing 
and murdered Indigenous women. 

In the St. Paul Diocesan Council the direction for the 
two year term will be challenging members to increase 
membership in commemoration of 60 years presence in 
the diocese. This led to grander thinking. It be wonderful 
if the 100th anniversary of the League might spur national 
membership back up to 100,000. 

The provincial council is leading the way in fundraising 
for the Catholic Women’s League Leadership Foundation. 
Archbishop Richard Smith (Edmonton) was among 150 guests 
at the kickoff event, which raised $8,900.

A League focus is the development of relationships with 
First Nations women. The reality of all relationships is trust, 
which cannot be developed overnight. It cannot come from a 
directive or resolution. If the League is going to be successful 
in this endeavour we will need to engage in meaningful 
conversations as equals and will require personal encounters. 
It is only through these conversations that mutual respect will 
be achieved and, through this respect, possibly a relationship. 

In the next two years, provincial council aims to examine 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report and determine 
appropriate League action on the recommendations. Members 
will be encouraged, at events to which they are called to 
speak, to recognise whose traditional lands they are on and 
which treaty the agreement base they work from. Standing 
committees will share work across their different mandates. 

Newly recruited members want to know that they are 
making a difference with their time and that time spent 
together is used efficiently and effectively. Existing members 
can best speak to these concerns and demonstrate how 
women can work for change in society. 

National President Barbara Dowding challenged those 
assembled at the annual provincial convention, “We are to 
abandon the complacent attitude that says we have always 
done it this way and embrace bold and creative rethinking, not 
alone but as a community.” 

B.C. & Yukon

Pat Deppiesse

Vancouver, British Columbia

The provincial theme 
Joyfully Serving the Lord has 
been embraced by each of the 
executive members who have 
spent time not only fundraising, 

but participating in planning for this convention. It is a joy to 
welcome League sisters to beautiful British Columbia and to 
my hometown of Vancouver to “Unlock the Possibilities”! 

This spring, a delegation visited the legislative offices in 
Victoria to present resolutions. Of particular interest and now 
very timely was Resolution 2007.03 Hospice Palliative Care: 
An Integral Component of the Canadian Health Care System. The 
delegation affirmed the League’s opposition to euthanasia 
and assisted dying, asking the provincial government to take a 
leadership role in providing palliative care.

The provincial chairperson of Christian family life 
represents the League as a member of the March for Life and 
members marched with her, carrying our CWL Banner, and 
handing out “Give Us Time” postcards and League brochures.

We facilitated a funny and interactive workshop at six 
diocesan conventions about a CWL facelift which was 
hilarious, timely and appreciated by all. It focused on the 
‘wrinkles and baggy eyes’ of our council meetings, giving 
remedies on how to Botox® them.

Members joyfully supported national’s request for a 
testimonial video and many powerful testimonies were 
gathered; it was difficult to cut them down to the requested six. 

In response to Pope Francis’ declaration of 2016 as an 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy and encouraging pilgrimages to 
open holy doors, members were excited to be introduced to a 
CWL pilgrimage to California in May 2016. Pilgrims will visit 
some of the historic missions established from Santa Barbara 
to San Francisco by Fr. Junipero Serra, who is about to be 
canonized. There will also be time for some retail therapy and 
a visit to a Napa Valley vineyard. You are most welcome to join 
us. Check out the provincial council’s website.

The provincial convention was held in Prince George where 
members were warmly welcomed by Bishop Stephen Jensen 
and a team of joy-filled greeters decked in beautiful handmade 
fascinators. 

Keynote speaker, Dr. Moira McQueen, executive director of 
the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute, spoke on the dignity 
of the human person from conception to natural death as the 
foundation of our faith. She encouraged all members to write 
to their members of parliament imploring them vote to invoke 

For God and Canada
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the notwithstanding clause. The executive director of Prince 
George Hospice Society spoke of the need for more palliative 
care facilities to help people die “gracefully, not fearfully”. 

The president of Domestic Abuse Services, Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Society, updated members on the society’s 
current work. The society, an off-shoot of Vancouver Diocesan 
Council, is celebrating its 20th anniversary! The work of the 
society is closely tied to the new evangelization and is an 
amazing example of what dedicated women can achieve “For 
God and Canada”.

Over the next few months, the executive will be invited 
to study the pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si, and through their 
communiques, educate members about the spiritual and 
environmental crises in the world, investigating how change 
can be facilitated. 

In regard to membership, some councils are disbanding 
and others are amalgamating. Leadership is a problem, with 
few real elections, and acclamations seeming to be the norm. 
We are attempting to combat this issue with continuing to 
provide Catch the Fire! and S’Mores workshops, and have 
provided a provincial leadership development fund for 
councils to access funds for training.

We were blessed to present life member pins to Caroline 
Ann-Alter, Evelyn Rigby and Jeanne Wilson who have 
demonstrated their love of the League in so many ways. 

Manitoba

Faith Anderson

Winnipeg, Manitoba

On February 4th, Manitoba 
Provincial Council was pleased 
to meet with the premier and 
17 ministers to present adopted 
resolutions for 2013 and 2014. 

Each time the delegation meets with the provincial government 
it is always welcomed with respect and acknowledged for the 
variety of issues brought to the table.

For the second year, in response to Resolution 2013.01 
Building Relationships and Partnerships with Canada’s Indigenous 
Peoples, members were afforded an important opportunity. 
The annual provincial day of celebration was held at St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Aboriginal Catholic Parish. Mass was celebrated 
surrounded by Aboriginal culture and incorporating Aboriginal 
traditions. Those in attendance experienced “the blanket 
exercise.” It is an experiential learning activity exploring the 
relationship between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples 
and examines how federal policies and programs impact the 

lives of Indigenous peoples in Canada.
The day of celebration also included a presentation by 

the Catholic Health Association of Manitoba on its two 
year project Legacy of Care, Courage and Compassion, 
honouring women religious. Members participated in an 
honour guard in a celebratory mass at St. Boniface Cathedral 
to kick-off the project on March 4th, International Women’s 
Day.

All conventions this year were held in rural communities. 
It offered an opportunity for members to travel and share in 
the wonderful hospitality that can only be found in rural 
Manitoba.

The annual Winnipeg diocesan convention was held in 
Swan River. It was an election year with Con Marks assuming 
the position of president. The afternoon presentation was on 
dementia. Over 200 different types of dementia are under 
this umbrella and Alzheimer’s Disease represents 64% 
affected. A resolutions workshop followed a skit on why 
one would want to have a resolution. Fun resolutions were 
developed on the benefits of wine and chocolate.

The St. Boniface diocesan convention was held in Cook’s 
Creek. Archbishop Albert LeGatt was in attendance for 
the entire convention including mass and banquet. He 
commented, “I really enjoy coming to the gathering of 
the CWL and enjoy listening to the councils speak about 
what they are doing.” The afternoon presentation was on 
reconciliation. It was stated, “We humans can only go so 
far along the road to reconciliation. God does the actual 
healing. God restores the relationship. God restores our 
hope for the future.” Ste. Anne-des-Chenes Parish Council 
was welcomed. A resolution on youth engagement in 
Canadian democracy and governance was adopted and 
forwarded to provincial council.

The Keewatin-The Pas diocesan convention was held in 
Flin Flon. The executive holds meetings by teleconference 
and although challenged by distance, they gather once a 
year in convention to celebrate all they do “For God and 
Canada”. An afternoon resolutions workshop was deemed 
“informational, interesting and fun”.

The provincial council took on a couple of new 
initiatives. A banner was purchased for display at the 
Winnipeg diocesan mass marking its 100th anniversary, 
with 14,000 in attendance. A banner was purchased for 
the March for Life held on May 14th. The pouring rain did 
not dampen the spirits of those attending. The council 
undertook the task of reviewing all Manitoba resolutions 
and held an archiving ceremony at provincial convention, 
archiving 52 of them. This is definitely a worthwhile exercise 
to consider.

The provincial convention was held in Dauphin. A 
spiritual program was developed around the national 
theme using a candle and symbols during the program. 
An audio presentation on the seven steps in the prayer 
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For God and Canada

process was also presented to delegates. The delegates heard a 
presentation on the national theme and after each component 
had an opportunity to share in small groups.

Our councils have lived out the national theme of one 
heart—providing support to a family whose daughter was 
paralyzed after surgery, helping a day care that burned down 
to obtain supplies, making dresses for girls in Africa, having 
prayer shawl ministries, providing food for the homeless; 
one voice—hosting a speaker on the legal implications of the 
Supreme Court of Canada ruling on assisted dying and having 
active letter writing and postcard campaigns on the ruling; 
one mission—raising funds for Christians in the Holy Land, 
providing bursaries/scholarships, having a prayer network for 
members and leading the rosary in the months of Mary.

Our Manitoba provincial community life chairperson 
recounted these words of wisdom which I now share with 
you. I want you to drink, steal, swear and lie. Drink from the 
everlasting cup everyday; steal a moment to help someone 
who is in worse shape than you are; swear that you will be 
a better person today than yesterday; and last, but not least, 
when you lie down at night, thank God you live in Canada and 
have freedom. 

Military Ordinariate

Shelley De-Serres

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia

The past year has been 
an active one for Military 
Ordinariate Provincial Council. 
The council could not offer 
services to many of our 
area’s citizens without the 

commitment of volunteers who have provided more than 
6,800 hours of service in 2015.

In May we celebrated the 50th anniversary of the provincial 
council at the annual convention in Ottawa, which offered 
workshops based on the national theme, One Heart, One 
Voice and One Mission. Many past presidents and life members 
were in attendance. A review of standing positions affirmed 
one mission; League prayers were made with one voice; 
and mass concluded with a congregation of one heart. Two 
special financial projects came from the convention. First 
was continued support of The Roméo Dallaire Child Soldier 
Initiative, and second was a financial undertaking of a new 
educational bursary. The fund provides support for members 
to continue their education for the good of the church and the 
League. Finally, during the banquet there was a special roast for 
past presidents and life members. We thank all who attended 

and made this gathering such a memorable occasion. 
Financial help was given to military chaplains to attend 

their conference and meet with the Dallaire team. On June 
5th-6th in Cornwall, Ontario, the Dallaire initiative engaged 
18 chaplains from Canada along with representatives from 
the United Kingdom and New Zealand Chaplain Services 
to discuss the role chaplains can play in preventing the 
recruitment of child soldiers, as well how to mitigate moral 
injury stemming from interactions with children used as 
weapons of war. This incredibly unique and innovative 
research initiative was made possible by the generous support 
of the department of defence, the military ordinariate and 
Kutoa. 

Members supported pro-life initiatives, crisis and women’s 
shelters and assisted Catholic Missions In Canada partner, St. 
Ann’s Mission in Watson Lake, Yukon. They also supported 
missions by donating to Sleeping Children around the World 
(SCAW), and PIME Missionaries.

Monetary donations were made to the Dr. Margaret 
Savage Crisis Centre, local food banks, Coady International 
Institute, Catholic Near East Welfare Association, SCAW, 
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace, 
Youth Empowerment Services Society, missionary work in 
Zambia and for the most crucial needs of Chalice.

Information was presented on arthritis, fracking, heart 
disease, euthanasia and assisted suicide, cervical cancer and 
pap smears, chemicals contained in dryer sheets and fabric 
softeners, crimes against women, human trafficking, the holy 
door, safe technology, e-cigarettes and building relations with 
Indigenous people.

This past year has seen many changes for members. As 
another posting season came, we had to say goodbye to new 
members and hello to “seasoned” members. One of the good 
things about the military ordinariate is, no matter where you 
are posted, chances are you already know at least one member 
in your new parish council. We were very sad to see Padre 
Hope Winfield leave us, however we have been blessed with 
Fr. Chinedu Chukwu as the new spiritual advisor. 

In closing, I would like to quote a sister member from 
Edmonton who said in her annual report, “When one finds 
a worthy wife, her value is far beyond pearls.” “Give her a 
reward for her labours, and let her works praise her at the city 
gates.” The more I ponder this verse, the more I treasure what 
God has to say about women.

It is evident through this report that women who set out 
on missions can bring forward great changes. 
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New Brunswick

Marg McCallum

Woodstock, New Brunswick 

I am happy to be 
reporting to you about the 
League in New Brunswick.

Members were shocked 
to hear in early March of the 

unexpected death of New Brunswick Past President Marion 
Fogan. We received many notes from across the country 
extending sympathy to members and to Marion’s family. 
Thank you.

Members bid farewell and best wishes to spiritual 
advisor Fr. Stanislas Paulin. He served us well for ten years.

The provincial council has been busy this year on 
members’ development and activation. A new two-fold plan 
is in place that we hope will be effective.

Fall workshops will be presented to educate members 
on the League, reduce the fear factor of taking on leadership 
roles and create excitement at the parish level. New 
Brunswick President-Elect Marie Rackley has taken on this 
project with enthusiasm. She and her team of presenters are 
ready to go out and spread the good news.

At the same time, and with the support of the bishops, 
members will visit parishes that do not have League 
councils. Our plan is to reach as many women as possible 
with a personal invitation.

For both of these initiatives we have prepared a 
provincial prayer card to be distributed to every member 
plus as many women as possible. This prayer card includes 
League contact information.

Supporting this, the provincial website is being updated 
and upgraded. This is a work in progress with a target 
completion by the end of the year.

The council has attempted to meet with provincial 
government, mainly to discuss provincial resolutions on 
Canadian women living in poverty and lyme disease.

Despite our letters and e-mails, and speaking to 
members of the legislative assembly, the council has been 
unsuccessful in securing a meeting with the premier. A 
delegation did meet with the assistant deputy minister and 
directors of the executive council office—women’s equality 
branch. Discussions were informative. The delegation 
received a 120-page statistical profile on the equality of 
women in New Brunswick which supports the need to 
keep this issue in the forefront, both in New Brunswick and 
across Canada.

To finish off this wonderful and busy year a committee 
will be struck to review the structure of the League in the 
province. The provincial council represents 2,300 members 
with four diocesan councils and 47 parish councils. If every 
executive position were filled at every level it would require 
630 members from parish to provincial—over 25% of our 
membership. The structure review committee will visit parish 
councils and encourage open discussion on the pros and 
cons of the current structure. This is planned as a two-year 
project and could possibly result in an instructed vote, but it 
may well result in renewed interest and activity to maintain 
the status quo. Time will tell—prayers will help. 

Newfoundland and Labrador

Ruby Sharpe

St. John’s, Newfoundland 
and Labrador

As the new provincial 
president, I am honoured 
to bring good news from 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 

The provincial focus topic up to June 30th has been 
“Seniors—We Value their Presence and Wisdom”. Much 
emphasis over the past year has been on this topic. The 
provincial council adopted a resolution in 2014 to lobby 
government for the implementation of an independent 
seniors advocate. All parish councils engaged in letter 
writing campaigns to their local government officials. 
This campaign was extended to the province at large. The 
provincial executive has communicated with each of the 
political parties and has garnered great support for a senior’s 
advocate. 

This past April, representatives from the provincial 
council, myself included, met with the minister for seniors, 
wellness and social development to discuss the need for a 
seniors’ advocate. The government is fully informed of the 
desire and the need for the advocate. A follow up meeting 
with the newly-elected government is planned in the fall. 
Most importantly, the provincial government is fully aware 
that we are not going away!

Education and development are always important 
components in League work. In February 2015, the 
provincial council held a members’ and facilitators’ 
workshop. The workshop had three main components
• A presentation by the Mercy Center for Ecology and 

Justice titled “The Cry of the Earth and the Cry of the 
Poor are One”



27FALL 2015 / THE CANADIAN LEAGUE

• A presentation of Evangelii Gaudium with a focus on the 
interconnectedness with the Objects of the League

• A review of the Supreme Court of Canada ruling on 
physician-assisted dying, followed by small group 
discussions and identification of possible action plans by 
members.
Members hold steadfast to the fact that they are women 

of action. Councils have recently adopted a resolution on the 
new evangelization. In addition, two motions were passed—to 
request the provincial government to implement a palliative 
care strategy and to request the hydraulic fracking review panel 
to hold meetings on the east coast of Newfoundland. Members 
remain committed to these very critical issues. These actions 
will form some of the goals for the coming year. 

In June, in honour of the Year of Consecrated Life, two 
women religious congregations were celebrated. In recognition 
of their ongoing support, a tribute, along with two plaques, were 
presented to the Sisters of Mercy and the Presentation Sisters. 
In addition, the provincial awards committee will establish an 
award, to be given in their name each year, to a member who 
best exemplifies the values and virtues of the two congregations. 

Lastly, provincial council championed a collection of some 
300 knitted scarves for presentation to Special Olympics, 
Newfoundland and Labrador. The scarves will be presented 
to athletes and their coaches at the national Special Olympic 
Games being held in Corner Brook in 2016. The scarves were 
knitted by members, their families and friends.

Members have been guided by the theme One Heart, 
One Voice, One Mission. Together, they have found spiritual 
enrichment while standing in harmony for social justice. Their 
voice is being heard and will continue to be heard! In 2015, 
members will focus on spiritual communication with God, the 
new evangelization, honouring the earth as outlined in Pope 
Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si, and of the pursuit for social 
justice. 

Nova Scotia

Joan Bona

Louisdale, Nova Scotia

It is indeed a great pleasure 
to share the vision of members 
for the present and the future 
in the context of the League’s 
theme, One Heart, One Voice,

          One Mission.
Our partnership with the StFX Extension Department at 

St. Francis Xavier University (St. F.X.) has finally been realized 

and we presented a cheque in the amount of $8,357.55, 
which represents donations from members in support of the 
Women’s Aboriginal Project. The partnership with St. F.X. 
will serve to help empower women to assume leadership 
roles and work on projects that will enhance their project 
management skills within their First Nations communities. St. 
F.X. will identify the projects and we hope that skills learned 
by our Aboriginal sisters will assist them in their endeavours. 
This mission has taken three years of meetings and planning 
discussions. We are thrilled that we are able to assist our 
Aboriginal sisters in their efforts.

We are approaching year two (the final year) of our 
provincial vision document which was initiated as a result 
of a workshop held in September 2014. The workshop was 
made possible through the National Development Fund. 
Each standing committee chairperson is working through 
the suggested action plans and we will have opportunity to 
review these plans at the fall executive meeting which will be 
the midpoint of the term. One project emanating from the 
document was to revise the annual report forms. We invited 
input from members and a focus group was formed and met 
in June, prior to the provincial convention, thus the birth of 
a new template format was realized. The new and improved 
annual report templates will be user friendly. Additionally, 
some professional development will take place at each 
diocesan fall event. It is hoped that the new format will ease 
some of the concerns raised through the information gathering 
process. The voice of our members will be shared through 
their ideas and suggestions. 

Again the voice of our members was heard when provincial 
resolution Coverage for Psychologists under the Nova Scotia Medical 
Services Insurance Program for the initial assessment, diagnosis and 
therapy for adolescents with psychological and emotional disorders
was adopted at the convention in June. We have long waiting 
lists for youth awaiting initial assessment, diagnosis and therapy 
and we hope that psychologists’ services will help ease the 
backlog and provide much needed support for young people 
sooner. Currently, only psychiatrists are funded under the 
provincial medical insurance program. Former Senator Michael 
Kirby’s presentation last year at the annual national convention 
sparked a flame with members of St. Joseph Parish Council 
(Kentville) and its foresight was well received at the diocesan and 
provincial levels. A request to meet with the provincial health 
minister for our second annual visit is awaiting confirmation. As 
noted in last year’s oral report, we met with the provincial health 
minister in September 2014 and were invited back again. The 
province has banned flavoured tobacco products with credit 
to a national resolution. Additionally, as a result of a provincial 
resolution regarding nursing home placement by crisis priority, 
we are taking full credit for the implementation of this new 
direction. We are thankful that the health minister is sensitive 
to the needs of Nova Scotians but is also open to meeting with 
us to bring members’ issues to the forefront. 
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As a result of decreasing membership (over 700 
members in six years), it has become necessary to explore 
an increase in provincial per capita fees. Membership stands 
at 4,261 members as of December 31, 2014. A notice of 
motion to increase per capita fees effective January 2017 
was approved and will be circulated to councils in the fall. 
This decision was not taken lightly, but increased costs 
associated with meeting expenses and commitments have 
caused us to explore this necessity. Currently, the per capita 
stands at $3.00 per member and $1.00 of this is used to 
offset costs associated with the hosting of the national 
convention every 10 years. Our per capita of $2.00 per 
member, set in 1996, is the lowest in the country. We 
have taken measures already to try to offset costs but the 
downward trend in decreasing membership is causing 
challenges. Although we have a decreased membership, the 
heart of all members causes them to persevere with ways to 
retain and recruit. 

The provincial convention next year will be hosted 
by Holy Redeemer Parish Council (Whitney Pier) with a 
new executive being elected. The ladies from the Pier on 
beautiful Cape Breton Island will have the hospitality mat 
rolled out with their hearts a blazin’. 

Nova Scotia will definitely be the poster child for the 
Be League December issue and members are on high alert. 

We are planning for some Nova Scotia hospitality when 
you descend upon Halifax for the national convention in 
August 2016. Get yourselves ready for some wonderful 
east coast hospitality. The east coast salt, sea and air will 
do you good. Host planning coordinator and Honorary 
Life Member Danielle McNeil Hessian and our group of 
convention planners have met and will continue meeting 
throughout the next year. Come early or stay later and 
explore our beautiful province. 

With the theme, One Heart, One Voice, One Mission, 
fascinating scenarios of theme development are constantly 
being achieved. Members continue to grow spiritually, 
foster good relationships and want to know more about 
the League. They honour their deceased members, attend 
conventions, celebrate, assist with the needs of their 
parishes and are tuned to what matters most!

Members have their fingers on the pulse of the needs of 
their own communities and the province. They will certainly 
not miss a beat to ask the hard questions and pursue letter 
writing in areas of social justice, euthanasia and palliative 
care. At the parish level, members continue to react to the 
parish demographic changes through amalgamations and 
restructuring. You can count on members to be a presence 
to each other in their needs, triumphs and aspirations. 

This is my final report to the convention as provincial 
president, but I know that members will be well represented 
by Peggy MacNeil. 

Because you know, “I had the time of my life... and I 
owe it all to you!” No dancing…just blessings! 

Ontario

Pauline Krupa

Thunder Bay, Ontario

I am humbled to be standing 
before you representing the 
near 50,000 dedicated members 
across Ontario. I have spent 
time pondering and reflecting 

on what has brought us to this moment in time. We have 
literally been Cast Out into the Deep but paddled hard to join 
our Companions on the Journey. How simple it became to Love 
One Another as Women of Peace and Hope when we were all 
Centred on Faith and Justice. In the recent past, We Have Seen 
the Lord and are forging ahead with One Heart, One Voice, 
One Mission.

Throughout 13 dioceses members embraced our national 
theme in their ongoing social justice projects. Chalice, a well-
known Catholic charity, was the catalyst for collaboration with 
schools and parishes netting a donation in excess of $7,000 
in one diocese. Food banks and women’s shelters continue to 
be recipients of food and other essentials. In Eastern Ontario 
a diocesan council focused its attention on the stigma of 
mental illness. Depression and other issues facing our senior 
population were the topics chosen for this year. 

The personal stories of those who were victims of human 
trafficking created an awareness that led to participation 
in knowledge-gaining workshops and the Walk with Me 
endeavour. The smallest diocesan council continues to help 
The Bucket of Hope Consultation project initiated by members 
to support the missions in Honduras. Over the years this 
group has assisted in the building of a small school including 
a library. With the encouragement of their bishop, members 
across one diocese rallied to support the Children’s Treatment 
Centre. What makes this project so unique is the fact that it 
is entirely funded by the community it serves and receives no 
government funding. 

Many diocesean councils chose to focus on two specific 
resolutions. Resolution 2013.01 Building Relationships and 
Partnerships with Canada’s Indigenous Peoples and ON.14.02 
Feathers of Hope – Empowering First Nations Youth. In September 
Dr. Cindy Blackstock, executive director, First Nations Child 
and Family Caring Society of Canada, made an unscheduled 
stop in Thunder Bay to speak to the community. This 
happened as a direct result of members emptying their 
pockets to collect the necessary funds to cover her costs. This 
information and awareness session has had a ripple effect. 

In a northeastern diocesan council, members formed a 
partnership with Matachewan First Nation. They taught some 
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of the members their crafts including moccasin making. Plans 
are in place to meet with members again so that their new-
found friends can learn to make greeting cards.

Two diocesan councils embraced Shannen’s Dream having 
founder Charlie Angus, member of parliament for Timmins – 
James Bay, speak at their conventions. Shannen Koostachin, 
a youth from Attawapiskat First Nation believed children 
deserved a chance to go to a real school and feel excited about 
being educated. When she used social media to challenge the 
government’s decision to cancel their school building project, 
youth across the nation responded and her plea went viral.

In March of this year members in one diocese participated 
in “the blanket exercise”, an experimental way to explore the 
relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples 
in Canada. During their conventions two diocesan councils 
participated in a feathers of hope workshop facilitated by one 
of the resolution’s authors.

As part of the culminating activity for a workshop entitled 
“The World as a Field Hospital – Support for the Wounded”, 
the Niijkiwendidaa Anishnaabekwewag Services Circle and 
Health Centre in Sioux Lookout were chosen by a diocese to 
be the recipient of gifts for young mothers and babies. The 
generosity of this council filled a van with their offerings as 
well as three suitcases. 

One regional chairperson used her own resources to 
facilitate an “Our Dreams Matter Too Walk” in June of this 
year. In southern Ontario one region hosted a National 
Aboriginal Day mass. Participating in the celebration were First 
Nations elders, a sacred drummer and League members. 

In building relationship through projects amazing things 
have happened. To quote one diocesan president, “With one 
heart centred on Christ we welcome our Aboriginal peoples’ 
history and learn from it. With one voice we share their story 
and our role in it with courage and a desire to share it with 
others. With one mission we are educating our members to 
Aboriginal situations and a desire to bring about change.”

The provincial executive instituted an annual social 
justice award beginning in 2015. This award is presented 
to a member who works for social justice in an exemplary 
manner. The first person presented the award was Colleen 
Martin for her work with Feathers of Hope and passion for 
equality for First Nations youth. Colleen was a co-founder of 
the Mikinakoos Childrens Fund that addresses child poverty 
on remote reserves. 

Provincially, the website and Facebook page continue to 
be updated, attracting many visitors. Website subscriptions 
to Trillium News and Views and the ON-Line Newsletter 
have increased in popularity by a significant percentage. 
Three seminarians were awarded the Bishop Bernard F. 
Pappin Memorial Bursary. This year’s mass collection at 
the provincial convention bolstered this bursary by nearly 
$1,500. In an effort to be more fiscally prudent, League 
development for diocesan organization chairpersons was 
held via teleconference. Members agreed, “It was a good use 

of our time … one hour … from the comfort of own own 
home, we were provided with a solid frame to share in a 
concise manner”. 

June of this year saw the provincial government committee 
at Queen’s Park for a fruitful day of networking and idea 
sharing. We even managed to shake the premier’s hand as 
she entered the chamber. At the provincial convention in July 
we were gifted with five resolutions. The topics seem to have 
generated a keen interest at the grassroots level. 

Pope Francis’s proclamation of the Extraordinary Jubilee 
of Mercy and the national theme, One Heart, One Voice, One 
Mission form the framework for the Ontario provincial project 
2015–2016. This project is the springboard for all that we will 
accomplish over the next 12 months. It encompasses prayer, 
action and celebration. Each diocesan council will choose 
a “Blessed” proclaimed by Pope Francis and the standing 
committees will choose a saint canonized by him. Using the 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy and the Beatitudes as 
their framework, members will emulate the virtues of their 
chosen person to pray, celebrate and act. Reports of their 
activities will be ongoing during the year. A culminating activity 
will form their oral report at the 2016 provincial convention. 
In Ontario, members will embrace Pope Francis’ words, “A 
little bit of mercy makes the world less cold and more just”. 

Prince Edward Island

Louise Doiron

Summerside, Prince Edward 
Island

Councils continue to work 
diligently and faithfully “For 
God and Canada”. The 2,121 
members remain very active 

in every aspect of parish life. Spiritual growth is enhanced 
for all, by their examples and by the many activities in which 
they participate. Last August many members participated in 
the Blanket the Island with Prayer initiative against abortion. 
Some members were involved in sessions discussing Sr. Nuala 
Kenny’s book Healing the Church while others joined a group 
talking about Pope Francis’ encyclical Evangelii Gaudium. A 
member of one council led a book study for her parish on 
Left To Tell by Immaculée Llibagiza who told her own story of 
discovering God amidst the Rwandan holocaust. Members 
gave their input to questions on the synod of the family 
document that was then sent to our bishop. Members of one 
council collected items for their project called Underwear for 
Jesus which they donated to places that support the homeless. 
Members were invited to participate in a 28 day unique 
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campaign called Taking Care of Women’s Business to fulfill a 
need for feminine hygiene products at the various food banks.

Education is a key component of all councils. Two different 
councils hosted the two fall conferences. The program was on 
the provincial focus Imprisonment in All Its Forms. Members 
received information on family violence prevention programs, 
grief, conflict resolution and the role of the Catholic Family 
Services Bureau.

Executive members reviewed and revised the provincial 
manual of policy and procedure. They also compiled 
guidelines for each council chairperson to follow in 
completing their annual report referencing the Constitution & 
Bylaws. At the four area meetings in March, provincial council 
presented a workshop on Objects of the League—A Spiritual 
Perspective. Handouts of spiritual programs for council 
meetings or retreats were prepared and made available for 
members to take back to their councils.

In April, provincial council was pleased to welcome 
Executive Director Kim Scammell to join us in touring the 
Delta Prince Edward hotel in Charlottetown, host venue 
for the 2017 national convention, and taking part in the 
set-up discussions. She joined us that evening at a planning 
meeting of all volunteers, chaired by the planning committee 
co-chairpersons. 

The provincial convention was held in a very comfortable 
venue which was greatly appreciated by members. The new 
theme, One Heart, One Voice, One Mission was elaborated on 
by two guest speakers. One speaker told the members that 
“…you may not change the world by going to church, but 
you may change things by bringing church to the world.” 
This inspirational speaker had much wisdom to offer. Another 
speaker from Catholic Family Services Bureau related her 
role as a music therapist and how music helped struggling 
individuals become more communicative and social. Members 
were impressed. Also at convention, six members were 
interviewed about their League journey, which was taped and 
made into a DVD to be sent to national office.

At our Eucharistic celebration, a sizable collection was 
taken up for the Prince Edward Island Hospice Palliative Care 
Association. Provincial spiritual advisor Fr. Paul Batchilder 
announced to the members that he would be willing to go 
out to councils to speak on the new theme. Councils were 
later informed that Fr. Batchilder mileage would be paid by 
provincial council.

Plans are well underway for the provincial executive’s fall 
meeting when we will also be hosting all the presidents of 
parish councils to a two-day overnight meeting at Belcourt 
Spirituality Centre. An invitation, by personal contact, is 
being done by executive members. If presidents can’t attend, 
presidents-elect are welcome. It is hoped that this will be a 
great learning experience for all and help lessen the fear of 
taking on an executive position at any level. Members are 
encouraged to see this as a positive step to help strengthen 

the ties between provincial and parish levels. As we continue 
to use e-mail, Facebook and the website to communicate, we 
also want to demonstrate to members how to use the national 
online members’ forum.

As for the future, increasing membership is still a struggle. 
Right now Prince Edward Island is still in the battle of trying to 
keep abortion from being carried out on our red soil. Members 
and the general public have signed a petition to the provincial 
legislative assembly to stop the push for abortion on demand. 
Once there is a new federal government in place, postcards 
concerning pornography and euthanasia will be sent. All 
peoples are stakeholders in this society that we live in and thus 
we all have a responsibility “For God and Canada.” 

Quebec

Ingrid Le Fort 

Longueuil, Quebec

In 2015, what is the state 
of League councils? In every 
council we can find dedicated 
women who love and serve the 
Lord, as is customary across 

the country. This does not prevent us from facing challenges. 
Provincial churches are also facing great challenges in faith, 
faith education and in attendance at mass. Some parishes 
have fewer and fewer families taking an active presence within 
the faith community. Some councils are based in parishes that 
are growing and thriving, whereas others are in locations with 
very few new parishioners. A big challenge, likely shared in 
other organizations or church groups, is that of leadership. At 
times, women who have taken on several roles in leadership 
feel called or dare I say burdened to continue on in positions 
many years for lack of anyone else willing and able to replace 
them. Then in a few places we have newer members accepting 
the call to take on positions but not necessarily benefitting 
from the wisdom and experience of previous leaders who may 
have moved to a new region or passed on. 

The Lord has always shown us through our bible and faith 
history that nothing is impossible with God. He was worked 
wonders through the workshops and will continue to do so 
through our new workshops this year. I have had the privilege 
of being on the provincial council for several years—a team of 
women with the richness of diversified gifts and talents able to 
take on the challenges of our times.

Our vision for the future is one of shared leadership, 
training and mutual support for the newer presidents and 
newer members, spiritual nourishment and time for faith 
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sharing among members from different councils and workshops 
that will dip into the heritage that the people of faith who built 
our province have left us. 

Members can count on St. Brother André, St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha, Blessed Mother Marie-Rose Durocher and St. 
Marguerite d’Youville whose remains are in churches within 
two diocesan councils. There are no parish councils within the 
churches that house them, however members have connections 
in varied ways to all four of those holy witnesses. Their love of 
God pushed them to serve the poor, the uneducated, those who 
did not know of God’s love and those in search of consolation. 
In today’s society, members walk hand in hand with many 
people suffering from loneliness, difficulty in finding work, 
health concerns, family problems and existential and faith 
crises.

More time will be spent this year researching League and 
provincial history to find the inspiration and focus for the 
challenges of our time. Bellelle Guérin and the first women 
who were part of the League in many of our first councils in 
Sherbrooke, Quebec City, Saint Lambert and of course Montreal 
faced challenges that though, different from today’s world, have 
answers that are not so different. We are called to share God’s 
light with those around us, those God placed on our path and 
in our parishes. Widows, orphans or strangers may not have the 
same face as they did in 1920 but they are as needing of God’s 
love and of a place in our parishes and parish councils.

Three very different workshops are planned throughout 
the year. One will take a closer look at First Nations spirituality 
as well as the history and present day concerns of Aboriginal 
women. Another will be a back to basics, hands on experience 
for those wanting a refresher regarding meetings, procedures 
and leading an executive. Last but not least, a workshop where 
everyone brings or borrows whatever they regularily use at 
home, a computer, an iPad, a smartphone, or just internet to 
explore and maximize the wide array of possibilities available 
through these new tools. Whether it is finding the mass readings 
for a future Sunday or downloading the Executive Handbook from 
the national website, we want to have a workshop event that is 
fun and enriching. 

When I was in Grade 2 and made my first communion, I 
remember feeling grown up and part of something so much 
bigger than myself. I started reading along in the missalette, 
turning each page like it mattered to everyone around me. If any 
of you have seen or been to my home parish in a small town in 
Northern Ontario you might see how funny that seems. I never 
imagined that growing up, our world, and especially our church 
would be able to communicate and share the Good News so 
easily across borders and languages through all the new means 
of communications that we have today. How good is the Lord.

I conclude my report with a profound sense of thanksgiving 
for all that this first year of my mandate will hold. Meeting 
many members who have wisdom and a sense of history from 
which I hope to learn, participating in life-giving workshops, 

and as a League, building God’s kingdom with One Heart, One 
Voice and One Mission.

Saskatchewan

Jean Reader

Regina, Saskatchewan

This was an election year 
for Saskatchewan Provincial 
Council and we have a full 
slate of officers. Our learning 
curve, especially for me, is 

very steep. The diocesan councils of Prince Albert and Regina 
had elections as well so we start our year getting to know one 
another and sharing our gifts. Prince Albert had an increase 
in membership while Saskatoon and Regina did not fare as 
well. We were extremely pleased to have National President 
Barbara Dowding join us at our provincial convention on June 
1st -2nd. One of the highlights was to honour Marlene Schnell 
of Holy Trinity Parish (Regina) with the Bellelle Guerin Award, 
presented by Barb. Adding to Marlene’s special event was 
that her three daughters joined the League that evening and 
Marlene presented them with their pins. 

 We had no resolutions this year but have done letter 
writing concerning euthanasia and pro-life issues. Our social 
justice award of $1,000 went to Melanie Fauchoux, daughter 
of provincial chairperson of spiritual development Margaret 
Schwab. We are working hard to bring women into the 
League which is an ongoing work in progress, plus we are still 
promoting Catch the Fire! workshops. 

 Councils have celebrated their accomplishments, 
especially anniversaries. We have had anniversaries from 
90 to 25 years and everything in between. Certificates were 
presented by diocesan presidents and the provincial president.

 This year the provincial council has made a concerted 
effort to build bridges with the Aboriginal community. At the 
provincial level, we invited Elder Loretta Wilson to address our 
full executive and executives of the three diocesan councils, 
sharing her life experiences including her experiences at 
residential school. It was very enlightening, as well as giving 
us a humorous insight into her life. She explained how she 
combined her Christian faith and her Native heritage, which 
was most interesting, especially how it applies in our world 
today. Dioceses and parishes are working hard to extend 
a hand in friendship to Aboriginal sisters. In Resolution 
2013.01 Building Relationships and Partnerships with Indigenous 
People Regina Diocesan Council has had many Aboriginal 
guest speakers; Saskatoon runs a clothing depot; and in 
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Prince Albert, a store was set up between the League and 
Aboriginal people.

 All members have concerns and have helped the 
over 15,000 residents fleeing from the fires in Northern 
Saskatchewan.

 The sisters legacy project is finally completed, a bronze 
statue will be erected in Regina honouring the nursing and 
teaching Catholic sisters of our province. It was the sisters 
who founded the first schools, they owned and operated 
43 boarding schools and taught in 270 public and separate 
schools. They ran orphanages and homes for the aged. 
The sisters owned and operated 25 hospitals and served 
in 20 public hospitals. Our province has been served by 
57 religious orders of Catholic sisters. The approximate 

number of individual sisters who have served or are serving 
here totals 5,500 which would account for over 85,000 
sister-years of service. The provincial council has donated a 
plaque, to be placed on the statue, honouring these women.

 An issue that we will be working on concerns Resolution 
2014.02 Electronic Cigarettes and Resolution 2014.03 
Flavoured Tobacco Products Ban. The provincial government 
seems reluctant to move on these issues until more research 
is done. We will be monitoring this closely and perhaps 
meeting with the minister of health and education.

 We thank members who are working so hard in churches 
and communities as a result of natural disasters and events 
in the world. With One Heart, One Voice, One Mission, we can 
accomplish much together. 

In 1988, the League received two generous donations with no stipulation as to their use. In response to the call for lay 
formation in the Holy Father’s apostolic exhortation Christifideles Laici, and in light of the expressed desire of the League 
to foster members’ service “For God and Canada”, the national executive agreed by motion that these donations be used 
to establish the National Bursary Fund. Subsequently, in 1990, the national bursary was established as an endowment 
fund with the principal amount invested and the interest earned annually to be distributed as bursary awards. The fund is 
used to provide financial assistance to members meeting the established criteria, and who wish to pursue studies in adult 
faith formation and/or youth ministry.

The League is grateful for the many donations received specifically for this fund. Through careful administration, the 
League has been able to increase the number of awards annually. Bursary applications are available on request from national 
office or can be downloaded from www.cwl.ca and must be sent to national office with a postmark of no later than May 31st.

Congratulations to 2015 
Bursary Recipients! 

Annette Bley, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Tess Brown, Trenton, Nova Scotia
Frances Chinchilla, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Kathy Dahl, Kamloops, British Columbia
Sheila Doherty, Kamloops, British Columbia
Brenda Dupmeir, Regina, Saskatchewan
Sharon Geiger, Salmon Arm, British Columbia
Anna Gilbert, Williams Lake, British Columbia
Belinda Halbach, Beaumont, Alberta
Kathryn Heemskerk, Norwich, Ontario
Angelina MacEachern, London, Ontario

Anita Mascerenhas, Mississauga, Ontario
Jody Ann MacDonald, Petawawa, Ontario
Marilyn Mudry-Lautsch, 
    Swift Current, Saskatchewan
Mary Nordick, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Sherry Richert, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Anita Sehn, Kamloops, British Columbia
Dorothy Seiferling, Regina, Saskatoon
Colleen Soetaert, Sturgeon County, Alberta
Marjorie Stevens, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Theresa Takacs, Ashcroft, British Columbia
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ANNUAL DISBURSEMENT OF NATIONAL 
VOLUNTARY FUNDS

The national voluntary funds constitute monies forwarded by councils to national office for disbursement 
annually to the appropriate agencies. These funds are collected from July 1st  to June 30th each year with the amounts 
announced at the annual national convention. The 2014-2015 collection amounts for these funds are as follows: 

Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace  $64,691.48

Catholic Missions In Canada  $35,197.65 

Coady International Institute  $28,971.75

Catholic Near East Welfare Association  $24,028.57 

Fifteen members were named life members at the annual national convention, 12 of whom are pictured above. 
The recipients were Caroline Ann-Alter, June Brown, Gail Finnamore, Mary Hawkley, Lucy Hendrikx, Jean Mackinnon, 
Colleen Martin, Margaret McCallum, Anne McKinnon, Janet McLean, Evelyn Rigby, Rosanne Sogan, Marge Szabo, Heather Sisk 
and Jeanne Wilson. Albertine Moran, a recipient of life membership in 2014, was also in attendance.

WELCOME NEW LIFE MEMBERS
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Cathy Bouchard

Alberta Mackenzie Provincial 
President 

I t is with humility, excitement, 
the assistance of our Blessed 
Mother and God that 

Cathy consented to lead Alberta 
Mackenzie Provincial Council.

She has been a member 
for 37 years, since her marriage in Saskatchewan. She 
became secretary of St. Patrick Parish Council (Yellowknife) 
30 years ago. Following her presidency of Sacred Heart 
Parish Council (Red Deer), Cathy ran for the Edmonton 
diocesan executive where she served as secretary, 
newsletter editor, chairperson of spiritual development, 
president-elect and chairperson of organization. She served 
as a fieldworker, an educator for League programs in the 
diocese and was on the planning committee for the 2012 
annual national convention. Cathy chaired a committee 
to review diocesan policies and was elections chairperson. 
She has coordinated at least three diocesan conventions. 
On provincial council, she has served as secretary, 
chairperson of organization and now provincial president. 
She was awarded life membership in 2013.

Cathy sees the provincial council as a channel to 
develop and suggest action and education through the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada Report, Pope 
Francis’ new encyclical Laudato Si, the World Meeting of 
Families theme Love is our Mission, the Family Fully Alive and 
the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. 

She is a secular (lay) Franciscan, an RCIA catechist and 
sponsor, and involved in Magdalene House Society—a 
home for survivors of human trafficking in the Red Deer 
area. She is a Eucharistic minister and adult server at 
Sacred Heart Parish and a graduate of the first class of 
the lay ministry program in the Archdiocese of Regina. 
Cathy retired after 25 years teaching but still serves as a 
guest teacher in many schools and grade levels in the local 
division. 

She and husband David share many activities and 
ministries and he is an incredible support for her. The lights 
of their lives are their four children, their spouses and their 
seven grandchildren.

Cathy is thrilled to work with the provincial members 
and is awe-filled with the trust placed in her by these 
women who themselves have so many gifts and talents. 

Faith Anderson 

Manitoba Provincial President

Faith, a proud Winnipegger, 
and husband Jim, have 
three children, Jason, 

Janice and Crystal and are blessed 
with five grandchildren. She joined 
Mary, Mother of the Church Parish 
Council in 1981. 

Faith is an avid volunteer in several nursery schools and day 
cares and as founding director and treasurer in one. She served 
for seven years on the parent teacher association at Dalhousie 
School and 16 years as a board member of Richmond Kings 
Community Centre where she received the Citizen of the Year 
award. Faith was also a board member of Alpha House Project 
for eight years and Alpha House Foundation for four years. She 
has been St. Boniface Diocesan Council liaison on Women’s 
Inter-Church Council of Winnipeg since 2007 and is currently 
serving her second two-year term as president.

Faith has worked for the Province of Manitoba, Revenue 
Canada, Fort Garry School Division and University of 
Manitoba, Faculty of Dentistry. 

Her League journey has included many executive positions 
at the parish council including parish council president in 
1995-1997. At the diocesan level, she has served on several 
standing committees including resolutions (a favourite) and 
was diocesan president in 2002-2004. At provincial level she 
also held several positions and became provincial president in 
June. She has presented several personal growth, resolutions 
and Catch The Fire! workshops. Faith has researched and 
developed a number of resolutions for parish, diocesan 
and provincial councils and has prepared the annual report 
booklet for St. Boniface Diocesan Council for the past nine 
years. Faith received her maple leaf service pin in 1998 and 
became a life member in 2010. She has received certificates of 
merit and a leadership award. Faith has chaired two diocesan 
convention planning committees and, for annual national 
conventions, has served as co-convenor, fundraising chair and 
treasurer in 1999 and planning and fundraising committees 
and prayer room support in 2008. She has written several 
articles for the Prairie Messenger over the last ten years.

Faith enjoys family time, especially with grandchildren at 
their cottage on Brereton Lake in Whiteshell Provincial Park. 
She also paints, quilts and likes to read.

Faith feels blessed and inspired by the wisdom of sister 
members. The League has been a gift to her—a gift she is 
grateful to share. 

INTRODUCING 
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T he world has many most worthwhile causes that draw 
us to take action. Often we are challenged about why 
the League does not take a more aggressive role in 

aligning our organization with other groups or the cause that 
they have adopted. 

The League has specific guidelines concerning participation 
in coalition/affiliation with another organization. These 
guidelines are found in the National Manual of Policy and 
Procedure and are reprinted here so that all members may be 
informed about them. 

Participation in Coalition/Affiliation with Another 
Organization 

Before participating in a coalition/affiliation with another 
organization, the following guidelines shall be considered: 

1.  Review the organization’s constitution, bylaws, list of 
offices/officers, sponsors, policies and objects. 

2.  Ensure that the policies and objects of the 
organization conform with the Objects and policies 
of the League. 

3.  Investigate the reputation of the organization in the 
community. 

4. While League involvement with another organization 
may focus on one common issue or concern, the 
council must ensure such involvement does not give 
credibility to or condone other stands taken by the 
proposed coalition/affiliation organization that are 
not compatible with the objects and policies of the 
League. 

5.  It is not advisable for councils to affiliate with any other 
organization/group by payment of membership dues. 

6.  Determine how the proposed coalition/affiliation would 
affect the League in matters such as:
a. circulation of common material by either i) the 

coalition/affiliation, or ii) the League 
b. the duration of the coalition/affiliation between the 

organizations 
c. if the League name is to be used in publications and 

what control the League has over publication content 
d. if League participation is for a specific issue/topic and 

if the issue/topic is to be named 
e. if the coalition/affiliation is to be allowed to  include 

the League’s name in advertising and in any common 
publication or material, and what control the League 
has over the content of such material 

7.  Participation in a coalition/affiliation shall be 
determined by a motion of the members at a council 
meeting, after matters outlined in sections one to six 
have been determined and agreed upon by both the 
League and the coalition/affiliation organization, or by 
motion to become effective subject to the satisfaction of 
all such matters. 

8. Resolutions that have been developed and researched 
by other groups or organizations shall not be accepted 
as resolutions of The Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada. 

The Halifax Convention Committee (2016) is selling attractive flag pins for 

$ 5.00 each, plus shipping and handling. These pins unite the Canadian 

flag with the League flag at the base of the flagpoles. The gold insignia 

underneath the flags reads  “The Catholic Women’s League of Canada” 

(Pins are approximately 1.25 inches in width)

For order information, please contact 2016 National Convention

52 Flamingo Drive, Halifax, NS, B3M 1S9

Telephone: (902) 443-4690

Email:  carol.leblanc@eastlink.ca

AFFILIATIONS  
Margaret Ann Jacobs
National President-Elect and Chairperson of Organization
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of family violence and violent crimes against Aboriginal women 
and girls. He gave examples of programming that exists for early 
intervention in communities to prevent violence. 

We met with the minister of state (multiculturalism) again 
raising concerns about the Carter v. Canada decision. The 
minister expressed concern regarding the great disparity in 
access to palliative care between urban and rural communities. 
He stated that as Canadians, League members need to have 
conversations in their communities and families about end of life 
care and death and dying. Many people are not willing to have 
that conversation.

A meeting at the CCCB with the president and general 
secretary was very fruitful with all present exchanging ideas 
and information. We spoke at length about the activities of 
the League, including work on the topics of human trafficking 
and exciting news of the Catholic Women’s League Leadership 
Foundation. He also stated that we need to “join our voice” with 
the CCCB as national organizations and work together. The last 
meeting was with the apostolic nuncio to Canada. He reminded 
us to remain true to our values as Catholic women. 

At each meeting we asked the question, “What can we do?” 
Some answers confirmed current initiatives that the League 
already performs well, including writing letters and sending 
postcards. When we asked what was more effective, letters 
or petitions, we were told that petitions are a modest form of 
engagement that do have their place but only as a starting point 
for citizen engagement. One member of parliament told us to 
address our letters to our own members of parliament because 
they like to hear from their own constituents especially through 
letters by mail. 

Even though time in Ottawa was busy, it was time well spent 
in so many ways. The delegation learned first-hand that elected 
officials are definitely responsive to the thoughts of the Canadian 
public and that League members can and do have an effect on 
our world. 

Every living being wants to have an effect on its world. 
From toddlers to teenagers, all watch for responses from 
those around them to learn their impact. The League is 

no different. Members research, study and adopt resolutions 
because they want to have input into society. Members want 
their viewpoints shared with various levels of government and 
to have an impact on the decisions made.

The national resolutions delegation visited Ottawa from 
March 23rd-25th and presented resolutions to a number of 
officials. The delegation consisted of National President 
Barbara Dowding, National President-Elect Margaret Ann 
Jacobs, National Chairperson of Legislation Janet McLean and 
myself. The delegation found the time incredibly busy and 
fruitful—visiting not only the offices of 12 government officials 
but also the president of the Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (CCCB) as well as the apostolic nuncio to Canada . The 
delegation also took the opportunity to watch question period 
on March 25th.

We met with a policy advisor in Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada. We spoke specifically in regards to Resolution 2014.01 
Restoration of Health Care for Refugee Claimants. The advisor 
spoke about the 2012 ruling made by the Supreme Court of 
Canada to provide services was specific to one individual and 
not applicable to the whole population and added that by 
eliminating some health care coverage for refugees the federal 
government has reduced the number of questionable refugee 
claims. 

We also met with the minister of justice and attorney 
general of Canada. He graciously received us and we 
discussed the Carter v. Canada decision surrounding the issue of 
physician assisted dying. The minister assured us that public 
consultations would occur before a proposed law was crafted. 
We also spoke about Resolution 2011.02 Children of Missing and 
Murdered Aboriginal Women. The minister shared information 
from a recently published action plan that addresses the issue 

Jacqueline Nogier 
National Chairperson of Resolutions  

HAVING AN EFFECT ON 
OUR WORLD 

Doris Brick, Peterborough, Ontario

Dorothy Alma Cloutier, Nepean, Ontario

Evelyn Robson, Owen Sound, Ontario

Mary Tymych, Kamloops, British Columbia

Willis Wren, Renfrew Ontario 

National Council 

Regretfully Advises the 
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Happy Birthday!
Congratulations to the following centenarians!

Yvonne Thomas
106 years old on February 23, 2015

St.Thomas More Parish Council
Niagara Falls, Ontario

Ellen McInnes
103 years old on August 1, 2015

St. Joseph Parish Council
Salmon Arm, British Columbia 

Jeanne Paquin
101 years old in February 2015
Christ the King Parish Council

Regina, Saskatchewan

Mary Richards
101 years old on June 13, 2015

St. Patrick’s Parish Council
London, Ontario

Lena DeMarse
100 years old on April 5, 2015

St. Anne Parish Council
Windsor, Ontario

Yvonne Hamelin
100 years old on May 24, 2015

Immaculate Conception 
Parish Council

Bryson, Quebec

Lorraine Hearne
100 years old on April 16, 2015

St. Monica Parish Council
Toronto, Ontario

Emily Henderson
100 years old on March 2, 2015

Our Lady of the Assumption 
Parish Council

Lethbridge, Alberta

Louise Keip
100 years old on May 31, 2015

Sacred Heart Parish Council
Walkerton, Ontario

Vera Leclair
100 years old on September 3, 2015
St. Paul the Apostle Parish Council

Coniston, Ontario

Nellie Mormul
100 years old on May 1, 2015

Notre Dame Parish Council
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Mary Murphy
100 years old on July 3, 2015

Cathedral of Mary Immaculate Parish 
Council

Nelson, British Columbia

Katherina Schmich
100 years old on February 3, 2015

Holy Martyrs of Japan 
Parish Council

Bradford, Ontario

Gertrude Weiler
100 years old on June 25, 2015

Sacred Heart Parish Council

Congratulations!
Congratulations to parish councils celebrating anniversaries!

90 Years
St. Anne of the Prairies Parish Council

Trochu, Alberta

St. Anthony of Padua Parish Council
Winnipeg, Manitoba

St. Joseph Parish Council 
Three Hills, Alberta

St. Michael Parish
Dresden, Ontario 

St. Paul’s Co-Cathedral Parish 
Council

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

75 Years
Notre Dame Parish Council

Dawson Creek, British Columbia

St. Theresa Parish Council
Kelowna, British Columbia

50 Years
St. Gerard Parish Council
Yorkton, Saskatchewan

 St. Mary Parish Council
Lanigan, Saskatchewan

25 Years
Holy Family Parish Council

Athabasca, Alberta
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