
Give with Confidence!

Encountering   
Holy Land Christians
In the spirit of Velma’s Dream, Velma Harasen and 
other Catholic Women’s League members made a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land in June 2013. 

“I have been to the Holy 
Land before but this 
pilgrimage was very 
special to me. We met, 
mingled and ate with the 
Christians and learned 
more about their daily 
struggles. Life is not easy!

I was affirmed that the 
projects supported by the 
Catholic Women’s League 

were worthy and our donations were put to very 
good use! We have made a difference!”

– Velma Harasen, CWL honorary life member 

Walk in the footsteps of Jesus…
You are invited to join 
CNEWA Canada on an 
exclusive pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land for 
Catholic Women’s 
League members. 

Experience the places 
where Jesus walked, 
meet the Christians 
who live there today, and see firsthand the good works 
of the Church that you generously support.  

You can find more information about this Holy Land 
Pilgrimage at www.cnewa.ca/web/cwltripVelma’s Dream Program
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Pope Pius XI founded CNEWA in 1926 to 
support the works of the Eastern Catholic 
Churches. Present in Canada since 2005, 
CNEWA continues its mission today under  
the guidance of Pope Francis to:

•  Build up the Church
•  Alleviate poverty
•  Rush emergency relief
•  Promote understanding

Velma Harasen, honorary life member of the 
Catholic Women’s League, visited the Holy 
Land in 2010.  Her eyes were opened to the 
struggles of local Christians, and she came 
back to Canada compelled to act.  

The Velma’s Dream initiative is a direct 
response to Pope Benedict XVI and Pope 
Francis, who call upon Catholics to pay a 
special attention to the Holy Land Christians 
who need our solidarity. Please read on to see 
how you can get involved.

The result is Velma’s Dream—a partnership between 
the Catholic Women’s League and Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association. The goal is to help Christian 
institutions that serve the poor and marginalized in 
the land where Jesus was born.

Velma’s Dream is about Catholic women 
acting in solidarity with our Christian  
sisters and brothers in the Holy Land.

What is
CNEWA?  
The Catholic Near East Welfare 
Association is the Holy Father’s  
special agency serving the  
Middle East.
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A partnership of the Catholic Women’s League and  
the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA)



Infant Welfare Centre
Old City of Jerusalem

Helping young people have a better future
Poverty is a harsh reality in the Old City of Jerusalem.  
Unfortunately, poverty often drives young people to 
drop out of school in order to find work.  

The Infant Welfare Centre uses creative methods to 
encourage teenagers to stay in school and have a better 
future.  This Christian institution also provides critical 
support to teachers and families of at-risk youth.

Through Velma’s Dream, you can help the Infant 
Welfare Centre reach out to young people like Lara…

“Lara is a student who entered depression because 
of exams. Her parents threatened to pull her out of 
school to work if she failed. She was suicidal because 
she had failed in four subjects. We helped her in her 
final exams and also worked with her mother. As a 
result, she passed her exams and is now in her last 
year of school.” – Tania Awwad,  Infant Welfare Centre

Shepherd’s  
Field Hospital
Beit Sahour, Palestine

Mother and Child Health Care
Just outside of Bethlehem, 
where our Mother Mary 
gave birth to Jesus, the 
Shepherd’s Field Hospital 
provides affordable 
health care to very poor 
mothers and their babies.

Through a cooperative society, this Christian-run 
Hospital offers a delivery ward, day surgery and 
health education.  

After a visit from Catholic Women’s League members, 
a staff member of Shepherd’s Field Hospital wrote:

“Please accept our thanks for your support towards 
our health education program and the valuable 
contribution of your organization. Thanks for your 
visit. We felt your appreciation for what we do within 
our limited resources… serving our community with 

Christian love.” – Farid Jaber

For the latest information on Velma’s Dream, 
please visit: www.cnewa.ca/web/velmasdream 

 How You  
Can Get Involved
  You and your local council of the Catholic  
Women’s League can help Christians of  
the Holy Land through Velma’s Dream.  
Here is how: 

1   Pray for Holy Land Christians and for peace 
in the Middle East.

2   Learn more about the struggles of Holy 
Land Christians by visiting www.cnewa.ca.

3   Show your solidarity by going on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land with the CWL 
and CNEWA Canada.  To learn more, visit 
www.cnewa.ca/web/cwltrip.

4   Make a donation for Velma’s Dream today!

       Note: Your parish council can indicate on 
the National Voluntary Fund Remittance 
Form that you wish to support CNEWA. 
Then forward the form, together with  
your cheque for the full amount, to the 
National Office.

Send your cheque made payable to:

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada
C-702 Scotland Ave.,  
Winnipeg, MB R3M 1X5
1-888-656-4040  ·  www.cwl.ca 

For individuals who would like a tax receipt issued 
for a donation of $10 or more, you can give directly to 
CNEWA Canada.

Mail to 1247 Kilborn Place, Ottawa, ON, K1H 6K9,  
call 1-866-322-4441 or visit www.cnewa.ca.

Velma’s Dream ensures that compassion,  
reconciliation and the loving face of  
Christ are present in a region that needs 
peace so badly.  

Dear Members,

The Holy Land should be a 
place filled with faith and 
hope. But for its Christians, 
daily life in the Holy Land 
is a struggle. Economic 
and social hardships, and 
especially the Israel-Palestine 
conflict, cause many 
Christians to leave.  

Right now, less than two percent of the population 
are Christians. Before too long, there may be no 
Christians left. For this reason, Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association (CNEWA) has been added to 
the list of National Voluntary Fund recipients.  

Poverty steals dignity, independence and hope 
for the future. Who would not want to help youth 
living in poverty have a better future? Who would 
not want proper health care available to poor 
mothers and their infants?

League donations to CNEWA will make a difference 
in the Holy Land. Velma’s Dream is about Catholic 
women helping in the Holy Land. Through 
generous giving, members will help the Church to 
change the lives of the poorest families and in turn 
strengthen their communities.  

With joyful hope,

Fran Lucas
National Chairperson  
for Community Life 
(2012-2014)


