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Service to the people  
of God…
League members seek to carry out their mission of 
building up the kingdom of God in a framework of 
service. The eight standing committees offer latitude 
in selecting the particular areas in which members 
may serve. 

Standing Committees
Spiritual Development

a)  Spiritual growth of members
b) Study of Catholic teachings
c) Role of women in the church
d)  Evangelization and mission assistance
e) Lay ministries
f) Ecumenism and interfaith endeavours

Organization
a)  Recruit members and maintain membership
b) Leadership development
c) League resource material
d) Annual reports
e) Life membership

Christian Family Life
a)  Marriage and family
b)  Sanctity of life
c)  Ministry to:

i) Youth
ii) Disabled
iii) Seniors
iv) Widowed
v) Separated
vi) Divorced

d)  Vocations

Community Life
a) Dignity and rights of persons
b) Social and economic justice
c)  Refugees, immigration and citizenship
d)  Canadian Catholic Organization for 

Development and Peace
e) Developing countries

Education and Health
a) Catholic education

i) Catholic schools and catechesis
ii) Rites of Christian Initiation

b) Literacy and continuing education
c) Scholarships and bursaries
d) Wellness and sickness/disease
e) Environment
f) Genetics

Communications
a) The Canadian League magazine
b) Media:

i) For evangelization
ii) To promote the League
iii)  Evaluation and promotion of good content
iv) Newsletters and bulletins

c) Media relations
d) Pornography 

Resolutions
a)  Research and preparation of resolutions and 

briefs
b)  Study and implementation of resolutions 

adopted by other levels
c)  At provincial and national levels, presentation of 

resolutions to government

Legislation
a)  Monitor and study legislation at all levels of 

government
b)  Preparation of briefs and position papers on 

proposed legislation

Parish Activities (parish level only)
a) Liaison and cooperation with pastoral councils
b) Parish assistance

(Constitution & Bylaws, Article XII)



A National Organization…

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada was 

organized in June 1920. Today, almost 100,000 

members belong to councils in all provinces.

Membership is based on the parish unit (council) 

with representation on diocesan, provincial and 

national councils, and regional councils where 

applicable.

Catholic women, 16 and over, may be members 

on payment of the annual fee. Non-Catholic 

women, 16 and over, may be members with the 

right to vote but without eligibility for office, 

elected or appointed.

The Constitution & Bylaws is the principle authority 

for League policy. The National Manual of Policy and 

Procedure is a more detailed source of information 

for councils.

The League motto, “For God and Canada”, is on 

the crest and is the basis of all work.

Politically, the League is non-partisan.  

Rooted in Gospel Values… 

“Under the guidance of the spiritual advisor, in 
cooperation with the chairperson of spiritual 

development, the spiritual program shall express 
the religious renewal of the people of God as 
envisioned by the documents of Vatican II.” 

(Constitution & Bylaws, Article VI)

•  The League has, as a founding principle, the 
gospel of Christ.

•  The priority of the spiritual program at all levels 
is to foster and advance the spiritual growth of 
members.

•  Spiritual exercises at monthly meetings, spiritual 
enrichment and study programs are offered 
through publications and programs prepared 
by national and provincial officers for use by 
members. Through these, members utilize their 
gifts as they implement and sustain ongoing 
programs and share their own spirituality with 
others.

•  With a firm spiritual foundation, based on the 
teachings and example of Christ, League affairs 
are conducted in a prayerful and Christian 
atmosphere.

Calling its members to 
holiness… 
The Objects of the League state the role members 
play in building up the kingdom of God and in 
enhancing their own spiritual commitment.

The Objects of the League are:

•  To achieve individual and collective spiritual 
development

•  To promote the teachings of the Catholic 
church

•  To exemplify the Christian ideal in home and 
family life

•  To protect the sanctity of human life

•  To enhance the role of women in church and 
society

•  To recognize the human dignity of people 
everywhere

•  To uphold and defend Christian education and 
values in the modern world

•  To contribute to the understanding and growth 
of religious freedom, social justice, peace and 
harmony. 

(Constitution & Bylaws, Article IV)


