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“Share the Lord in your  
gentleness, love and care, to 
your children and grandchildren, 
and to the world, which is so in 
need of understand-
ing, support and  
forgiveness,” was 
the message 
shared with 
members,  
advisors and 
guests gathered 
together for mass  
celebrated by Bishop Thevenot 
(Prince Albert). The beautiful 
voices of the choir set a sacred 
tone and indeed must have 
pleased even the angels in  

Eucharistic Celebration 

mission of the League, and the 
Lord would take care of the rest.  
 
Members took a few moments to 
honour the memory of members 
and spiritual advisors who have 
gone from this life to their eternal 
rest. In a touching tribute, one red 
rose was laid by each provincial 
president for all deceased  
members in her province, and one 
white rose was laid by the  
national president to honour the 
memory of our departed spiritual 
advisors, who gave of themselves 
so selflessly.  

heaven.  
 
August 12th is the Feast Day of 
St. Jane Frances de Chantal (1572
-1641), whom His Excellency  

described as creative and 
ready to take on any adven-
ture. “She was bold. She 
dared to do things because 
she loved the Lord,” not 
unlike members of the 

Catholic Women’s League 
today.   

 
Members and guests were  
invited to not reflect on them-
selves or on the organization, 
but instead to fully embrace the 

Being a Missionary In the Arctic Today 

Sr. Fay Tremblay opened her arms to embrace the hundreds of  
members in the room and announced, “what a powerhouse of faith 
and love and joy.” Dedicated to making a difference in the lives of  
others, Sr. Fay asks herself on a regular basis, “who are the people I 
spend my time with and what good news do they need to hear?” North 
of the Arctic Circle in Tuktoyaktuk, NT, Sr. Fay reaches out to the Inuit 
and Inuvialuit peoples, opening her home to provide religious services 
and a safe place for children to play, helping wherever there is need. An 
eloquent speaker, Sr. Fay beams when speaking of the children she 
works with, telling their stories and pointing out their immense powers 
of concentration. Intent on helping members “touch a part of the  
Arctic” and truly understand the people who call it their home, Sr. Fay 
explains that  “the land forms the people” ̶ people who live by the sun 
and the seasons, people who love to laugh and people who need hope.   

Witnessing to Faith 

Through Art 

Like the true artist she is, Louise 
Tessier evokes one’s thoughts by 
tapping into their senses. As she 
spoke, members imagined the 
sounds of a butterfly’s wings, felt 
the brush of the wind, saw vibrant 
colours and caught wafts of rose 
petals. An artist inspired by the 
words of Fr. Thomas A. Stanley, 
Louise struggles to have her  
Christian-based art displayed in 
public galleries. Religion it seems, 
is not something to find beauty in. 
Despite the challenges, Louise 
continues to follow her faith and 
express herself through art,  
sharing her gifts and her faith, 
blessing those around her. 



 

Women as Missionaries in 

the Church and the  

World Today 

 
Bishop Emeritus Gerald Wiesner praised members 
for their missionary work, announcing “the church 
needs you: you are dedicated, wonderful and  
enthusiastic missionaries.” Members were  
reminded that being a missionary means being a 
disciple of Christ, first and foremost; a disciple is 
someone attentive to Jesus’ word, such as Mary 
Magdalene was. “We are called to be missionary” 
Bishop Wiesner said. "If I am not contributing to the 
life of the Church, I am no good to the Church and 
no good to myself."  
 
Bishop Wiesner  noted every time an extraordinary 
intervention of the Lord has happened in human 
history a woman has been involved. This reveals a 
maternal mildness and feminine tenderness in 
God.  Our Mother Mary helps us respond to this 
aspect of God.  Bishop Wiesner said, "We give 
thanks for the God-given gift of womanhood." and 
he told the women that God needs 
them;  humankind needs them and the Church 
needs them. 
 

Rock’n on the Prairie Banquet & Show 

We Have Seen the Lord! 

 

In very moving speeches, Honourary Life Members  
Irene Lefort, Claire Heron, Agnes Bedard and  
Danielle McNeil-Hessian shared their personal  
encounters with the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Irene Lefort shared the story of Jesus appearing to 
her at the top of a mountain in an unexplainable  
vision at a Saskatchewan retreat: with arms wide 
open the Lord said to her, “I’m not through with 
you yet; I will give you what you need.”  
 
Claire Heron referred to Genesis 16, where Hagar, 
at the spring, says, “I have now seen the One who 
sees me.”  
 
Agnes Bedard says she saw the eyes of the Lord in 
the face of her husband, Jim, who  says “his garden 
is his church,” where, in pain, he kneels and weeds 
the garden to make his own mulch.  
 
Finally, Danielle McNeil-Hessian shared the story of 
her son Robert’s remarkable recovery after an  
accident in California left him brain damaged. She 
says she saw the Lord in his recovery and in the 
prayers and people who were with him that day.  


