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WINNIPEG, Manitoba – The Catholic Women’s League of Canada (CWL), with over 91,000 members 
across Canada, has pledged its support of The Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) for the 
2013 Joint Statement to be read nationwide on October 4, 2013, as part of the Sisters in Spirit Vigils –A 
Movement for Social Change. 

“The 2013 Joint Statement, which calls for ‘all levels of government to work with Aboriginal women and 
representative organizations,’ aligns itself with the CWL’s ongoing commitment to spur government 
action in response to the high numbers of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls in Canada,” 
said National President Betty Anne Brown Davidson.  

The CWL has urged the federal, provincial and territorial governments to extend support programs and 
services nationwide for children of missing and murdered Aboriginal women, and for families and 
community members who become their caregivers, through Resolution 2011.02 Children of Missing and 
Murdered Aboriginal Women. Resolution 2013.01 Building Relationships and Partnerships with Canada’s 
Indigenous Peoples also affirms the League’s position, as it applies particularly to the situation of 
Aboriginal women and their children in Canada. 

The CWL firmly believes in the sanctity of human life, the dignity of all people everywhere, in enhancing 
the role of women in church and society, and contributing to the understanding and growth of religious 
freedom, social justice, peace and harmony. These beliefs impel the CWL’s support of its members 
partaking in Sisters in Spirit vigils across the country on October 4th to honour the lives of missing and 
murdered Aboriginal women and girls, to support families who have been tragically touched by the loss 
of a loved one to violence, and to echo the message, “First Nations, Métis and Inuit women are loved 
and valued.”  

About The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

The Catholic Women's League of Canada is a national organization rooted in gospel values calling its 
members to holiness through service to the people of God. 
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For further information, contact Erica Johnson at (204) 927-2314 or by e-mail at 
communications@cwl.ca 
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