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From the Editor

[The New Yearlies before you like a path of drivesmow; _

be careful how you tread ttause every step will sho 23
(Lowri Williams)

This quotation is not quite accurate this year on the prairies wh 4
there is little snow and temperatures have been above zero
several days, almost unheard of in Janu&tgwever, we are in a fee§
new year, having experienced the joy of the Christmas season Grice
again.

At the heart of Christmas is gift. God gives the gift of the Son, Emmanuel God with us. Mary gives hersel
g At f Ay 3straquest. TheBEnRIGsus, giMés\ery life for our salvation. The Magi follow the gift of

the Star and upon arriving at the manger, give rich gifts. We give each other gifts, material or our
presence, time and love. The best gifts are those that keep giving.

In baptism, we received thefgiof becoming followers of Christ. In Eucharist, we receive Christ and are
sent to take Him to our world in our daily life. We, this Janustgp out into a new year, renesd by

the gifts and blessings of Christmas. What will our steps show in 2012th&Yikkhow us, members of
¢tKS /K2t AO 2 2YSy Qentred &I RiteSind Jdsticéomehl Aainst Poverty,
faithfully walking in the footsteps of Christ as He brings the good news to all, especially the poor and
marginalized?

Mary Nordick

National Chairperson of Communicat®n
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The tree is down, the decorations are put away, the leftover turkey is ea
family members haveeturned homeand boxing day sales are over. Thi
should not be all that remains of the wondrous event that has taken place,
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draws so much attention and creates so much joy aelebration. And so ith o

should! Now what?

Our journey through Advent and the end of our sear¢’
for Jesus is not unlike that of the three wise men. Th
are mentors for discernment and trust in God. Afte
they completed their momentous journey, the wis
men returned home to rejoice over what they ha
experienced. The journey does not end with discove
of Jesus, but perhaps only beginEvery night, stars
come out;every day offers possibility for celebratior
Our journey is ever in the moment, open to joy and tf
0Sldzie 2F D2RQa LINBaSyoO
can retreat and consider all the ag@me things that
have come to me through Jesus. There is time to re
that book | wanted to get to, time to take nice lon
glrtl1azs GAYS (2 R2 (KAy3:Z

Over Christmas, we had all our family home al
enjoyed good times together. We wergarticularly
happy to have our oldest granddaughter home fro
New York before she moved on to Australia. O
granddaughter who was away at university move
back to Regina where she will complete her medic
degree. The gift of family, the gift of love,ethyift of
peace, the gift of happiness is a treasure and wort.
meditating over as we begin the New Year.

The Work of Christmas

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back

with their flock,

The work of Christmas begins
To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among people,

To make music in the heart.

Howard Thurman /

Wishing you the finest treasures in 2012 and, as we begin our jounteythe New Year, |
share ameditation by Howard Thurmah & ¢ K S CRrigtiNdg. Cied@rs to a new year aras

h LINJ K

National PresidenYelma Harasen

2 Ay FaNdher chanee for 8to get it righit!
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WOMEN
AGAINST POVERTY

FOCUS ON NOVA SCOTIA

Provincial pesident Mary MacDonald reports thatoencils in Nova Scotia have always
responded generously to alleviate in many ways the suﬁerlng brought on by poverty whether it
is economic or spiritual poverty. :

time andfinancial support to food énks andoreakfast

programs for children; they volunteer at soup kitchen

providetransportation to new citizens for appointments

care for children for single mothers who attend

educational programs, vishospitds and nursing homes and sponsor childterough Chalice.
These argust a few of the many waymembers are working against poverty.

Councils are involvenh addressing spiritual povertys
well by visiting people in their homes and praying the
rosary with them. Some members regularly bringlyH
Communion tahose who are unable to attend &ss on
a regular basis. Members also vis#ague sistersvho

. are undergoing stressful situations and spend time
listening and supporting them

The Halifax Diocesan Council organizedvary successfuharvest dinner in October fothe
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace (CGO@®jshop Martin Currie
0{ 0 & W& JuegstBpeaker.
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Members are involved in evangelization by adopting children and seniors through programs
such as Chale and World Vision. The founder of Chalice is Fr. Pat CosgroveHfliax and
his program has len extended to include the collection ofionetary donations to purchase
livestockto provide means for a family to become sslifficient,textbooks for a schookchool
clothing for students, equipment to provide potable watend many other necessities. It is a

very popular project at Christmas when councils give to a charity and members give a donation
to purchase items they feel would provitlee mog help for those in need.

At the provincial convetion in June a motion was carrig¢d set up a
fund to assist those ilNova Scotiavho mayneed temporary help
during currentdifficult economic timesEach member wuld be asked
to donate 25¢a week or $1300 a yea. With just over 5,000
¥ members this would set up a fund of more than $60,000he money
3 would be invested and be used help those who needemporary
financial assistanceThe loanwould be repayablewithout interest.
Guidelines on taB administration of these funds are beiffigalized.
This is a purely volunteer venture and members caroskdo donate
the suggestecamount or whatever they feel they can afford.h&
completed guidelines will be presented at the 2012 provincial convenimoJune for ratification
by themembers

Councils sponsor new citizenselp them adjustto life in Nova Scotia and makbeem feel
welcomethrough a wide variety aupports and services

Nova Scotiasi one of the provinces that hasstrategy for poverty reduction. The visi@to
break the cycle of poverty by 202(hd createopportunities for all Nova Scotians &njoy a
better standard of living.

al NB [ARIReadthr@ugh reports from councils throughout the province, ety proud
andoverwhelmed by the generosity shembers in Nova Scotia. They are tfgmen ofPeace
& HopeCentred on Rith & Justicewho quietly make a difference in the livessaimany people.
For their work as Women Againsb\erty, we are greatly lbssedé
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CouncilNews

Sault Ste. Marie Diocesan Council

Jane Chaput, Sault Ste Marie chairperson of community life,

NJB LJ2 NI & Thell ®.I \leidli Lddge Social Program for

challenged Adults presented a Certificate of Appreciation to

the Regional Cound ¥ G KS /I K2t A0 22YSyQa -0 QoK
annud luncheon on December 5, 201Ihe certificate

recognized the outstanding volunteer service of the councils,

and its benefit to the community.

The award was presented thife Member Joan Durand,

provindal past president 19971999,who for many years has

organized League oancils to provide sandwiches and

desserts for the challenged aduli/l y S It \RaBa@ Bondiur to experience the recognition
of our members for their love and dedication to this wark

Our Lady of Peace Parish Council, Innisfail, Alberta

Virginia RitsorBennett reports that over the past four years Our Lady of Peace Parish Council
KFa LI NOAOALI GSR AYy | LINRP2SOG OFffSR d&. dzyRf§Sa
each including a quilt, sweater

set, two sleepers, receiving

blankets, undershig, bottles, six

flannelette diapers and safety

pins. The layettes have been

used atorphanages or given to

pregnant women in need.



















