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From the Editor   
[The New Year] lies before you like a path of driven snow; 

be careful how you tread it cause every step will show. 

(Lowri Williams) 

This quotation is not quite accurate this year on the prairies where 

there is little snow and temperatures have been above zero for 

several days, almost unheard of in January. However, we are in a 

new year, having experienced the joy of the Christmas season once 

again. 

At the heart of Christmas is gift. God gives the gift of the Son, Emmanuel God with us. Mary gives herself 

ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƭȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩs request. The Son, Jesus, gives His very life for our salvation. The Magi follow the gift of 

the Star and upon arriving at the manger, give rich gifts. We give each other gifts, material or our 

presence, time and love. The best gifts are those that keep giving.  

In baptism, we received the gift of becoming followers of Christ. In Eucharist, we receive Christ and are 

sent to take Him to our world in our daily life. We, this January, step out into a new year, renewed by 

the gifts and blessings of Christmas. What will our steps show in 2012? Will they show us, members of 

¢ƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀ, Centred on Faith and Justice, Women Against Poverty, 

faithfully walking in the footsteps of Christ as He brings the good news to all, especially the poor and 

marginalized?  

 

Mary Nordick 

National Chairperson of Communications 
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6ÅÌÍÁȭÓ 6ÅÎÔÕÒÅÓ 
  

The tree is down, the decorations are put away, the leftover turkey is eaten, 
family members have returned home and boxing day sales are over. This 
should not be all that remains of the wondrous event that has taken place, the 
ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƎƛŦǘΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
draws so much attention and creates so much joy and celebration. And so it 
should! Now what?  
 
Our journey through Advent and the end of our search 
for Jesus is not unlike that of the three wise men. They 
are mentors for discernment and trust in God. After 
they completed their momentous journey, the wise 
men returned home to rejoice over what they had 
experienced. The journey does not end with discovery 
of Jesus, but perhaps only begins. Every night, stars 
come out; every day offers possibility for celebration. 
Our journey is ever in the moment, open to joy and the 
ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ƭƻǾŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΗ L 
can retreat and consider all the awesome things that 
have come to me through Jesus. There is time to read 
that book I wanted to get to, time to take nice long 
ǿŀƭƪǎΣ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊΦ  
 

Over Christmas, we had all our family home and 
enjoyed good times together. We were particularly 
happy to have our oldest granddaughter home from 
New York before she moved on to Australia. Our 
granddaughter who was away at university moved 
back to Regina where she will complete her medical 
degree. The gift of family, the gift of love, the gift of 
peace, the gift of happiness is a treasure and worth 
meditating over as we begin the New Year.  
 
Wishing you the finest treasures in 2012 and, as we begin our journey into the New Year, I 
share a meditation by Howard ThurmanΣ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƪ ƻŦ Christmasέ. Cheers to a new year and as 
hǇǊŀƘ ²ƛƴŦǊŜȅ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άanother chance for us to get it right!έ  
 
National President Velma Harasen 
 

The Work of Christmas 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back  

with their flock, 

 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 

To make music in the heart. 

                 Howard Thurman 
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FOCUS ON NOVA SCOTIA 

 

Provincial president Mary MacDonald reports that councils in Nova Scotia have always 

responded generously to alleviate in many ways the suffering brought on by poverty whether it 

is economic or spiritual poverty.  

 

In all three dioceses members give generously of their 

time and financial support to food banks and breakfast 

programs for children; they volunteer at soup kitchens, 

provide transportation to new citizens for appointments, 

care for children for single mothers who attend 

educational programs, visit hospitals and nursing homes and sponsor children through Chalice. 

These are just a few of the many ways members are working against poverty.  

 

Councils are involved in addressing spiritual poverty as 

well by visiting people in their homes and praying the 

rosary with them. Some members regularly bring Holy 

Communion to those who are unable to attend mass on 

a regular basis. Members also visit League sisters who 

are undergoing stressful situations and spend time 

listening and supporting them. 

 

The Halifax Diocesan Council organized a very successful harvest dinner in October for the 

Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace (CCODP). Archbishop Martin Currie 

ό{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎύ was guest speaker.  
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Members are involved in evangelization by adopting children and seniors through programs 

such as Chalice and World Vision. The founder of Chalice is Fr. Pat Cosgrove from Halifax  and 

his program has been extended to include the collection of monetary donations to purchase 

livestock to provide means for a family to become self-sufficient, textbooks for a school, school 

clothing for students, equipment to provide potable water and many other necessities. It is a 

very popular project at Christmas when councils give to a charity and members give a donation 

to purchase items they feel would provide the most help for those in need.  

 

At the provincial convention in June a motion was carried to set up a 

fund to assist those in Nova Scotia who may need temporary help 

during current difficult economic times. Each member would be asked 

to donate 25¢ a week or $13.00 a year. With just over 5,000 

members, this would set up a fund of more than $60,000. The money 

would be invested and be used to help those who need temporary 

financial assistance. The loan would be repayable without interest. 

Guidelines on the administration of these funds are being finalized. 

This is a purely volunteer venture and members can choose to donate 

the suggested amount or whatever they feel they can afford. The 

completed guidelines will be presented at the 2012 provincial convention in June for ratification 

by the members.  

 

Councils sponsor new citizens, help them adjust to life in Nova Scotia and make them feel 

welcome through a wide variety of supports and services. 

 

Nova Scotia is one of the provinces that has a strategy for poverty reduction. The vision is to 

break the cycle of poverty by 2020 and create opportunities for all Nova Scotians to enjoy a 

better standard of living. 

 

aŀǊȅ ŀŘŘǎΣ άAs I read through reports from councils throughout the province, I felt very proud 

and overwhelmed by the generosity of members in Nova Scotia. They are truly Women of Peace 

& Hope Centred on Faith & Justice who quietly make a difference in the lives of so many people. 

For their work as Women Against Poverty, we are greatly blessed.έ 
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Council News 
 

Sault Ste. Marie Diocesan Council  
Jane Chaput, Sault Ste Marie chairperson of community life, 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ άThe G. Verdi Lodge Social Program for 

challenged Adults presented a Certificate of Appreciation to 

the Regional Council ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

annual luncheon on December 5, 2011. The certificate 

recognized the outstanding volunteer service of the councils, 

and its benefit to the community.έ  

The award was presented to Life Member Joan Durand, 

provincial past president 1997-1999, who for many years has 

organized League councils to provide sandwiches and 

desserts for the challenged adults. WŀƴŜ ŀŘŘǎΣ άIt was an honour to experience the recognition 

of our members for their love and dedication to this workΦέ  

Our Lady of Peace Parish Council , Innisfail, Alberta  
Virginia Ritson Bennett reports that over the past four years Our Lady of Peace Parish Council 

Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά.ǳƴŘƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀέΦ {ƻƳŜ ос ƭŀȅŜǘǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ 

each including a quilt, sweater 

set, two sleepers, receiving 

blankets, undershirts, bottles, six 

flannelette diapers and safety 

pins. The layettes have been 

used at orphanages or given to 

pregnant women in need.  

  












