up against adversity, tender and loving when needed, and strong
in difficult times. At a time when Christian values are being
challenged, let us continue to work diligently and pray faithfully
for truth and justice. May the coming year see growth in the
League all across Canada. ¥

MANITOBA

Susan Bernier
Lorette, Manitoba

[ bring greetings on behalf
of the 2,860 members in
Manitoba. Prior to hosting
the national convention in
Manitoba last year, members
of the planning committee and
provincial executive took the time to visit each parish council
in the province and invite members to join us in convention.
The fruits of our labours were evident by attendance at that
convention and again this year as the diocesan and provincial
conventions also saw an increase in attendance.

Winnipeg and St. Boniface archdiocesan councils each
adopted three resolutions that were brought to the floor of the
provincial convention and, following the usual healthy debate
and discussion, were adopted there as well.

While the Winnipeg diocesan pre-convention meeting was
underway, members were invited to participate in a workshop
focusing on standing committees and the structure of the
League entitled Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Convention
guest speaker Sr. Lesley Sacouman addressed delegates about
the House of Peace Project “Onward and Upward” and the
growing need for temporary shelter for women in transition.
Familiar with the works of the League, Sr. Lesley did not ask
for a specific response but left it in the hands and hearts of the
delegates who responded with a call to action in the form of a
resolution. At the end of a very busy two days, we bid a fond
farewell to the outgoing Winnipeg diocesan executive as a new
executive was installed.

St. Boniface Archdiocesan Council celebrated its 60®
anniversary with a very full agenda including a guest speaker,
Member of Parliament Joy Smith, who spoke with passion
and conviction about Bill C-268 An Act to amend the Criminal
Code (minimum sentence for offences involving trafficking of
persons under the age of eighteen years), and the issue of human
trafficking. Member Dawn Christenson shared with delegates
in word and pictures her trip to Loma Linda, El Salvador, where
she carried four suitcases of over-the-counter medications
donated by her League sisters in response to her simple request
for assistance at the 2008 convention. Dawn has gone back
to Loma Linda this year with both her daughters and has
extended an invitation to her League sisters to join her in 2010.

Keewatin-The Pas members were delighted to include 11
League sisters from “down south” for a total of 33 delegates to
their convention in Snow Lake in May. The pleasure was ours,
though, as we truly celebrated the opportunity for a CWL road
trip and a bed and breakfast that accommodated us all! With
annual per capita fees of under $800.00, the Keewatin-The
Pas Diocesan Council is able to pay the expenses of only its
president to attend its own diocesan convention. Her costs
to attend provincial meetings and conventions are borne by
the provincial council. I share this with you as a statement of
fact and in appreciation of the challenges faced by parish and
diocesan councils in these remote areas.

Due to the logistics, distance and cost of hosting a
provincial convention in the north, Keewatin-The Pas Diocesan
Council hosts one every five years, with the Winnipeg and
St. Boniface councils doing “double duty” in between.
The National Development Fund provided assistance by
subsidizing a convention planning trip to The Pas. It consisted
of four days of travel with Manitoba Provincial Spiritual Advisor
Fr. Martin Bradbury at the wheel and the opportunity to meet
with three of the five parish councils in the diocese.

Late May found delegates heading north by bus and
looking forward to the provincial convention; this may be one
of the most well-attended northern provincial conventions.
Members were treated to northern hospitality as local members
and their spouses provided a tour of The Pas, including
a history of its churches. Archbishop Sylvain Lavoie gave
delegates a taste of life in the diocese as he shared pictures
and stories of his people gathered as church in celebration.
The convention closed with elections and installation of a full
slate of officers. With spiritual and physical needs well met, we
were ready for the journey home and the rest and relaxation
of summer.

This fall, the provincial council looks forward to meeting
with Premier Gary Doer and members of his cabinet to present
and discuss League resolutions and issues of concern.

Post-convention meetings are scheduled for both Winnipeg
and St. Boniface archdiocesan councils, with members from
each diocesan executive invited to attend the other. Using
technology to overcome distance and expense, sisters in the
northern diocese meet via teleconference for both their post-
convention and winter meetings.

Ten years ago the provincial council asked how it could
support members and councils in our northern diocese who
felt disconnected, struggling to exist with the distance and
isolation they faced. Our response has been to make the
trip north to show our commitment to them by attending
their diocesan conventions. The fruits of our labour of love
have been not only a renewed interest by their members but
an appreciation and camaraderie across all three dioceses.
Members come together to share their similarities and
experience their differences, truly celebrating what it means to
belong to The Catholic Women’s League of Canada. ¥
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