that I was at the national resolutions committee meeting.

So: What did I learn? I learned that God walks with us.
The League is truly about his work.

[ learned that God does not make clones. He has given
us all a different set of talents. No two are the same. One
president will not do things the same way as another. God is
with us and helps us through changing times and changing
needs. The League is dynamic and will continue to change.

[ learned that there is a great deal of wisdom out there. It
comes in many different packages — some tall, some not so
tall, some with blonde hair or brown or white or chemically
enhanced. Listen to the wisdom of others. Celebrate its
diversity and encourage it to move to fruition.

I learned that once a resolution is adopted, it remains
with us until the situation is resolved. It becomes League
policy. When the League delegation goes to Parliament, it
addresses sanctity of life, poverty, suicide, euthanasia, stem
cell research — all the issues that remain of great importance.
We must develop a mindset at all levels to keep working on a
resolution until the situation is resolved to our satisfaction.

[ learned that Canada today has a changing face. Cultural
diversity is a fact and in the League we see that same diversity.
People pray best in their mother tongue and, to make the
League more welcoming to those whose first language is not
English, we have invited translations of the League prayers.
If you can provide a translation, please do so. We will keep it
on file so that, if requested, a translation can be provided.

Alongwiththemembersofthenationalexecutive, lattended
conferences, wrote workshops, mentored, discussed issues,
researched, read, made hard decisions, issued communiqués,
wrote magazine articles, prepared oral reports and wrote
letters. This was an excellent executive and I invite you to
read their annual reports about the work they have done.

We do what we can because we can. We laugh because
laughter is indeed Gods gift. We cry because we feel
another’s pain. We use our talents because we must. We
make a difference because we can.

Most Rev. Richard Smith
Bishop of Pembroke

It is a pleasure for me
to offer this report to the
convention assembled here.
The essence of my report
is to share with you the
conversation that I had with
spiritual advisors during our
luncheon meeting. 1 can say without any hesitation that
the CWL is loved and held in great regard by the spiritual

advisors who accompany you. What became very clear to
those gathered — bishops, priests, deacons, religious women
— was a desire to understand what more can be done to
promote the work of the League. You have a strong base of
support among the spiritual advisors. To expand that base
of support requires education and information. There was
a lot of talk as to the different things that we can do to help
share with others the League’s work so that it can become
known.

Most of the discussion focused on the resolutions process.
How do we make real, at every level, the resolutions that
are adopted, particularly at the national level? Sometimes
we have the impression, rightly or wrongly, that the focus
of the resolutions process is to “move it up the ladder” — we
adopt it at the parish level, then at diocesan and provincial
levels. It's a wonderful thing if it is “moved up the ladder.”
But how often does the conversation go beyond that? In
other words, if a resolution makes it to the national level
and is adopted, how does it get back “down the ladder™
How do we make sure that members are saying, “What are
we going to do about this”? We must not pat ourselves on
the back because it made it to the national level, but we
must ask, “What does this call us to do at the parish level?”
That is probably the most important way that the League’s
work can be made known to other women in the parish.
The support and encouragement of the parish priest was
highlighted. At the same time, though, it is the putting of
resolutions into practice at the parochial level that really
does seem to need exploration and development.

[ would like to issue an appeal to you — and I am
certain that it would be echoed among the bishops in
the country. We have been promised that there will be
a vote in Parliament this fall as to whether or not the
debate on the nature of marriage will be re-opened. The
Catholic Organization for Life and Family put it very
well: this is a rare second chance. A terrible mistake was
made in changing the definition of marriage. We cannot
underestimate that. Now we have a rare second chance
to address this mistake and get it reversed. Please get in
touch with your member of parliament. Petitions have a
purpose but they only go so far. Write letters. The most
effective way is to get on the telephone or knock on
doors. When you go back to your council, please spread
the word. Ask yourself, “What have I done? What am I
doing about this?” Ask one another, “What have you done
about this?” At the council level ask, “How can we address
this issue?” Please, and again from the bishops, thanks for
all that you do on this incredibly important issue.

I mentioned at the beginning of this report that you are
very well loved by the spiritual advisors across this land. And
I know from everything that I've heard from you that you
love the spiritual advisors.

Thank you to all of you for everything that you do.
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